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Tahltan Nation,

 I want to officially 
welcome you to the 
Fall Edition of our 
quarterly newsletter. 
I hope everyone had 
a joyous Tahltan Day 
on October 18th 
and it was lovely 
to join our local 
communities on this 

special day. Tahltan pride was celebrated throughout 
our territory and beyond!

I want to take this opportunity to welcome some new 
team members to our Tahltan Central Government 
family. Riannon Ball will lead our Lands Department, 
Darcie Quock has become a vital part of our 
Employment and Training Department (TahltanWorks), 
and we hired two excellent seasonal Wildlife Guardians 
- Chris Gleason and Kerry Carlick. As our departments 
continue to expand and increase their capacity, we are 
proud to see so many passionate and qualified Tahltans 
ready to take on these new and important roles within 
our government.

The fall season in Tahltan Territory is busy and 
challenging for our people, as it marks a time period 
when many of us go hunting and need to compete 
with resident hunters who enter our territory. British 
Columbia has seen a steady depletion of wildlife in 
several regions, and the Tahltan Nation will not tolerate 
mismanagement of wildlife in our territory. We are 
working diligently, both internally and with various 
stakeholders, to ensure the Province seriously improves 
wildlife management and shares the responsibilities 
with the TCG. I look forward to sharing this season’s 
progress with you and want to thank our Lands 
Department and our Wildlife Guardians for all their 
hard work with this ongoing issue.

 Our internal governance continues to be a priority 
and we recently completed further sessions with 
our local band councils and created some robust 
work plans on a variety of ambitious goals. The TCG 
will be taking the lead on creating a Tahltan Nation 

Constitution and a Tahltan Nation Land Use Plan. We 
have secured funding sources for both major initiatives 
and have begun consulting with our membership. 
Our constitution and land use plan will both have 
steering committees made up of Tahltan leadership, 
youth, elders, experts. Both projects will be assembled 
in stages through ongoing meetings, surveys and 
dialogue with our Tahltan membership. We are 
encouraging all Tahltans to participate and help us 
build these two foundational projects together.

As we are due to quickly enter the new year, it's 
important to send a heartfelt thank you out to my 
fellow executive members, our Board of Directors and 
the TCG staff who have worked diligently to improve 
our government and the Tahltan Nation over the 
past year; the Tahltan people and our leadership are 
truly indebted to you for your service and appreciate 
everything that you do for us. We must also thank 
all our members that service our local communities - 
Meduh to those that ensure our culture survives and 
our communities and homeland are taken care of for 
all Tahltans. Thank you to all of the Tahltan people out 
there that continue to participate and support our 
government in our ongoing struggles and work. And 
lastly, for those of you I may not see throughout the 
holiday season, I hope you and your families have a 
merry christmas and a happy new year.

In closing, I want to welcome all the new Tahltan 
babies into the nation and send our heartfelt 
condolences out to the families of two beloved Tahltan 
women that we recently lost - Kim Carpentier and 
Bianca Fowler. They will remain dearly loved forever 
and may they rest in peace.

 

Nedishchā,

Chad Norman Day, President 
Tahltan Central Government

President 's  Message
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Did we miss your baby? Contact communications@tahltan.org and we will include them in our next newsletter. Meduh!

Welcome Wyland Robert Bates 
Birthday: September 9, 2016
Weight: 7lbs 9oz
Proud Parents: Desiree Quock & Lyle Bates

Welcome Kaleb Brain Carlick-Beck
Birthday: September 15, 2016
Weight: 7lbs 15oz
Proud Parents: Austin Beck & Mikayla 
Middlebrook 

Welcome Taylor-Jade Jaycee Michelle 
Bradford
Birthday: October 2, 2016
Weight: 9lbs 7oz
Proud Parents:  Julie & Caesar Bradford

Welcome Isla Marie Glanfield
Birthday: September 16, 2016
Weight: 6lbs 8oz
Proud Parents: Jordan  & Farrah Glanfield 

Welcome Kyah Sawyer Lily Quock 
Birthday: September 8,  2016
Weight: 8lbs 3oz
Proud Parents: Mikäyla Fuller & Kale Quock

Welcome Silas Paden-James Arabe
Birthday: October 13, 2016
Weight: 2lbs 15oz
Proud Parents:  Rikki Lee Hodson & Michael 
Andrew Arabe

Welcome Nolan Philip Ovington
Birthday: October 12,  2016
Weight: 9lbs 1oz
Proud Parents: Kaitlin Louie & Nathan Ovington

Welcome Jessie Elsie Gairdner
Birthday: October 11, 2016
Weight: 7lbs 10oz
Proud Parents:  Gordy Gairdner & Eileen 
McPhee 

Welcome Allanex Jody Fay Clarke
Birthday: October 15,  2016
Weight: 6lbs 11oz
Proud Parents: Jamie Lea Miller Henyu & Shaun 
Clarke 

Welcome Ever Lynne Edith Hawkins
Birthday: October 23,  2016
Weight: 8lbs 7oz
Proud Parents: Aaron Hawkins & Allysha  
Fryer-Thomas

Save the Dates
Tahltan Guide & Outfitters Association Ball
Saturday, November 12, 2016 - Dease Lake

Klappan Strategic Initiative Meetings
Monday, November 28, 2016 - Iskut
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 - Telegraph Creek
Wednesday, November 30, 2016 - Dease Lake
Thursday, December 1, 2016 - Smithers
Friday, December 2, 2016 - Terrace

18th Annual TNDC Community Christmas Party
Saturday, December 10, 2016 - Dease Lake

AME BC Exploration Roundup 2016
January 23 - 26, 2016 - Vancouver

Welcome Brylee Barry Bidulka
Birthday: October 27, 2016
Weight: 7lbs 9oz
Proud Parents:  Bryce Bidulka & Hailey McPhee 

President 's  Message Welcome Chasity Tanisha Tanika Rozsas
Birthday: July 28, 2016
Weight: 8lbs 5oz
Proud Parents: Tyrell Jacob &  Colby Dawn 
Arabella Miller

Welcome Gunnar Jerrick Alvero Norby
Birthday: July 8, 2016
Weight: 7lbs 6oz
Proud Parents: Sheldon & Carmella Norby 

Welcome Hunter Alexander Vance - Hagwood
Birthday: August 16,  2016
Weight: 8lbs 11oz
Proud Parents: Kara Lindsay Vance  & Easton 
Hagwood
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Fall  at  a  Glance
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TCG Welcomes New Staf f  and Board Members 

Riannon Ball, Lands and Resource Coordinator

Riannon has an undergraduate degree in Environmental Studies in the Ecosystems and 
Environmental Management program from the University of Northern British Columbia, 
and a minor in Geomorphology with a focus on GIS, Hydrology and Environmental 
Impact Assessment. During the last two years of her studies, Riannon worked as a First 
Nations Public Engagement Coordinator and Research Assistant for Dr. Laurie Chan, a 
toxicologist on a national First Nations traditional food use and contaminants study. 
Riannon’s educational background and experience will be a huge benefit for the TCG.

Darcie Quock, Employment Assistant Services Coordinator

Darice will be working with our TahltanWorks Department to provide employment 
advising to Tahltans that reside in Iskut, Dease Lake, and Telegraph Creek. She will 
assist clients with applications for training and job opportunities as needed. She will 
also provide assistance to complete the necessary forms and help obtain the required 
documentation to apply for training funds available via Tricorp. She will working 
closely and collaboratively with Adrian Carlick, Director of TahltanWorks, on many 
other initiatives that are related to TahltanWorks. If you would like to contact Darcie for 
any of the services listed, please email her at eas@tahltan.org or call 250-234-3331.

Tina Van Mierlo, Quock Family Representative 

Tina has extensive experiences in community building, industry and Tahltan 
governance. Prior to being appointed as the Quock Family Representative, Tina had 
worked as a project clerk for Giffels Westpro Infrastructure Ltd. under Forrest Kerr. Also, 
she was the manager for Tahltan Health & Social Service Authority for fifteen months. 
Currently, she is a Community Support/Victim Services Worker at Tahltan Band.  Having 
a community-based Tahltan to join us will be a huge asset for TCG. We are looking 
forward to Tina's contribution to the TCG board.  

Alice Hamlin Auger, Carlick Family Representative 

Alice is a respected  Tahltan Elder that has resided in Telegraph Creek for many years. 
She has been very involved in Tahltan affairs and governance over the years, serving 
both as a Tahltan Band Councillor and a Tahltan Central Council Family Representative 
in the past. Alice is well-known for making beautiful regalia for Tahltan members and 
is passionate about helping develop the Tahltan Elders Council. The Tahltan Nation is 
lucky to have a strong and local Tahltan woman with as much knowledge as Alice back 
on the TCG board.
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On September 7th and 8th, 2016 all three Tahltan 
leaders met with Premier Christy Clark and several of 
her ministers at the third annual Cabinet-First Nations 
Leaders Gathering. The event was held in Vancouver - the 
traditional territory of the Tsleil-Waututh, Squamish and 
Musqueam First Nations.

This gathering is one of the largest gatherings of provincial 
and First Nations leaders in Canada. Not only was it 
about fostering relationships, building partnerships and 
celebrating successes, it was also a way to offer many 
opportunities for First Nations community leaders to 
network with one other. 

The Province remains committed to working closely with 
the BC Assembly of First Nations (BCAFN) to improve 
the economic outcomes and business development 
opportunities within the First Nations communities. 

According to President Chad Norman Day, “The Province 
seems determined to continue addressing the  
socio-economic gaps within First Nation communities. I 
believe the Federal and Provincial governments both need 
to work collaboratively to allow First Nations to thrive and 
benefit more from the natural resources and homelands 

we have inherited from our ancestors - that’s a great step 
towards reconciliation and empowerment.”

The Tahltan leadership met with several ministers to 
discuss initiatives around local business opportunities, 
wildlife management, land use planning and mining 
development. The TCG is actively involved in addressing 
several outstanding issues in a pending negotiation 
with the Province that is due to become one of most 
progressive agreements between a First Nation and the 
Province. Tahltans are determined to co-govern over their 
lands and resources and are working closely with the 
Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation. 

Another subject that was discussed was the Moose Hide 
Campaign which is a growing movement to end violence 
against Aboriginal women and children. The province 
is providing $250,000 this year to support the work of 
the Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal men dedicated to 
this cause. The Tahltan Central Government is already 
in the process of being involved in this movement and 
the Moose Hide Campaign team is actively purchasing 
tanned moose hides from across the province - this could 
become a great side business for Tahltan members who 
are interested in selling their tanned hides. 

Tahltan Leaders  Meet  with Premier  of  BC
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In May 2016, the Iskut Band and Tahltan Band, in 
partnership with the Tahltan Central Government, 
were approved by the BC Capacity Initiative Program 
for funding a second phase of the Tahltan Nation 
Governance Project. The purpose of the funding is to 
assist the collective Tahltan leadership to implement 
the goals they set out their five-year Strategic 
Governance Plan.

On September 20th and 21st, the collective leadership 
met in Dease Lake to begin implementing priority 
action items from the Governance Plan. Over 
the course of the two days, the group worked to 
identify key milestones, roles and responsibilities for 
implementing the plan. The collective leadership 
will meet again in November to hear from experts 
on Indigenous constitutions and to formalize their 
strategy for working with the membership to develop 
a thorough Tahltan Nation Constitution.

These are just simple steps in moving forward to 
better our leaders and our Nation as a whole. The 
more their knowledge expands on governance, the 
better we become.

Strategic  Governance Planning
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Elder Payments Update
The quarterly Tahltan Elders payments were increased from $50.00 per month to approximately $130.00 per month 
in October of 2016. Further payments of $130.00 will follow in January, April and July of 2017. Each year the Tahltan 
Elders aged 65+ will receive four equal payments. The payment amounts are determined each year by taking 10% of the 
amount of overall revenues collected through the Province of British Columbia for the Altagas and Red Chris projects 
and distributing it equally to all Tahltan Elders. It is important for Tahltan Elders to keep their contact and mailing  
information up to date so that they receive their cheques without issue.
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On October 19th, 2016 the Tahltan Central  
Government organized the second of this year’s 
bi-annual meetings for the Tahltan Elders Council. The 
topic of discussion was the TCG’s family governance 
system and the possibility of amending or replacing 
this system through the nation’s constitution building 
process.

A constitution is a body of fundamental principles,  
processes and laws by which a nation is  
acknowledged to be governed. The foundation of any 
nation’s constitution starts with understanding its  
governance structures. Therefore, one of the  
important questions we need to determine as Tahltan 
people is: how will governors make decisions on  
behalf of the Tahltan Nation and how will such  
governors be selected?

 The gathering was chaired by President Chad Norman 
Day and he presented a twenty-eight page  
powerpoint presentation that was prepared in  
conjunction with elders and TCG’s Information  
Department. The history of Central government’s 
changing governance structures over the past three 
decades was reviewed and different governance  
models that could be used were thoroughly discussed 
with approximately forty elders in Dease Lake who 
were in attendance. Everyone who attended received 
a copy of the presentation, which also included   
important statistics and maps that showcased the 
population distribution of the Tahltan Nation in 2016.

Many elders spent considerable time debating the 
possibility of re-instituting some form of a “Clan  
System”, while others were interested in pursuing 
modern democratic models of governance that would 
no longer see the TCG Board of Directors chosen 
through family or clan affiliations. No surveys were 
taken during or after the gathering because many  
elders wanted more time to understand and discuss 
all the governance options put forward. Following the  
meeting, many elders organized a further meeting for 
the following day on October 20th.

 The presentation about governance structures has 
since then been shared with the Tahltan Youth  
Council, the TCG Board of Directors, and is due to be 
thoroughly discussed collectively by the TCG, the  
Tahltan Band and the Iskut Band together in  
mid-November. The process that will be utilized to  
attain widespread feedback on governance and  
constitution-related questions continues to be  
developed.

 The TCG is committed to supporting a further Tahltan 
Elders Council meeting at this summer’s Annual  
General Assembly and the Elders are encouraged to 
work with the TCG if they need further support for  
further meetings, information-sharing,  
communications support and so forth.

Tahltan Elders  Council  -  Governance Meeting



The Tahltan Central Government is calling on all of 
our artists and creative minds to create a new and 
distinct Tahltan flag that will last for generations. Most 
countries spend considerable time and effort on their 
flag design. Every color, pattern and symbol normally 
has a distinct story behind it. 

Flags can be unifying to a country; people that have 
never met before can feel unity towards one another 
knowing that they are part of the same country 
and fly the same flag. Having a unifying flag really 
brings the country together, particularly in times of 
competition, crisis or celebration. 

Flags can be portraits of a country’s historical past, 
like the American Flag. Their flag still has 13 red and 
white stripes, signifying the original 13 colonies. The 
Oklahoma State represents the state’s rich Native 
American heritage. There are two symbols of peace 
on it, including a peace pipe and an olive branch. 
There are also brown crosses on the flag, which are 
Native American symbols for stars.

What symbols would best represent the Tahltan 
Nation? 

When this question was posed to the Tahltan Youth 
Council, several ideas were originally put forward. 
Some began by discussing what they felt should not 
be on the flag; some took issue with having the shape 
of our territory, letters and more than three colours. 
Symbols that some felt had to be displayed on the 
flag included: the stikine river, obsidian, wolf/crow 
clans, traditional tahltan art forms, fish and wildlife 
and mountains were all discussed. 

The goal of the TCG is to design a fair process that 
will allow all Tahltan artists to have the opportunity 
to submit their design for a Tahltan flag, and ensure 
that the Tahltan Nation as a collective makes this 
decision in consultation with each other and the 
artists involved. We will update the Tahltan Nation 
on the process by the next newsletter and through 
our online resources, but we encourage all Tahltans 
to start discussing their ideas about what they would 
like to see in a Tahltan flag and working through these 
ideas on their own or as a team with other members. 
Our goal is to have our distinct flag finalized by this 
year’s Annual General Assembly in July or possibly by 
October 18th on Tahltan Day in 2017. 

Tahltan National  Flag Contest

Governance

VV
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Archaeological Post-Impact Assessment on the Northwest Transmission 
Line Extension (NTLX)

TCG has heard our membership’s concerns with regard to 
the size of the land alteration caused by the Northwest 
Transmission Line, even more so once the transmission line 
was extended further North of the Bob Quinn substation. 
Prior to construction of the extension, nine archaeological 
sites were found during an impact assessment conducted 
by Baseline Archeology Ltd. and no archaeological sites 
were reported during the construction phase of the NTLX. 
Earlier this year, a post-impact assessment was requested 
by the TCG when obsidian artifacts were found under one 
of the NTLX towers at Willow Creek. The Tahltan archeology 
crew included Vera Asp, Duncan MacLaren, Brendon Grey, 
Johnny Bob and George Dennis. The crew spent eight days 
in August looking at the land alteration created when the 
NTLX was constructed; a total of eighteen new sites were 
recorded between Tatogga and Bob Quinn. However, the 
crew was not able to cover the entire NTLX route; some 
of those sites were destroyed by the development, others 
have some remaining deposits.

The archaeological crew were able to survey 60% of areas 
slated for survey and a remaining 40% of areas were not 
surveyed. All archaeological sites in BC are protected by law 
from alteration. TCG is working on the appropriate  
management actions needed to mitigate for damages to 
these archaeological sites. Archaeological sites are  
physical, on-the-ground, pieces of evidence for Tahltan title 
and should not be altered or moved. 

Documenting archaeological site locations is important as it 
reiterates the density of land-use and occupation.   
Documenting archaeological (and Tahltan Ancestral Sites, 
or TAS) site locations can be very important in establishing 
rights and title in a court setting, as demonstrated by the 
recent Tsilhqot'in decision. The locations of many of the 
sites found during the post-impact study are in areas that 
include TAS sites documented during the 1980’s study, 
which ultimately link the oral data with on-the-ground  
archaeological info. TCG continues to implement the 
“Chance Find Procedure” with every project in Tahltan  
Territory.
 For additional information please contact:

Riannon Ball 
Lands Director, Tahltan Central Government

landsdirector@tahltan.org

TCG created a new Lands and  
Resource Coordinator position and 
hired Riannon Ball to lead the Land 
Use Planning Process. Riannon will 
also serve as acting Lands Director 
while Christine Creyke goes on  
maternity leave at the end of  
October. “I am excited for Riannon 
to join our team and have no doubt 

that she will be a valuable asset when it comes to  
coordinating the LUP process. It’s important to have a 
strong educated passionate Tahltan individual to lead this 
important work for our Nation,” says Christine Creyke. 

Riannon has extensive experience as environmental  
professional working throughout Tahltan Territory on  
several projects including: Galore Creek, NTL, Forrest Kerr 

and the Red Chris Transmission Line. She has worked as a 
Park Ranger hiking and exploring all over Mt Edziza and 
Spatsizi Plateau Provincial Parks. Riannon also serves as a 
TNDC board member, which provides her with an  
understanding of the current resource extraction and 
development situation we are faced with here in Tahltan 
Territory. 

“I look forward to applying my skills and experience within 
natural resources, alongside the Tahltan knowledge, beliefs 
and values that I have. This is where the ‘real’ work is  
happening and I am happy to be part of this important step 
that our Nation has been working towards. It has always 
been my goal to build capacity within our Nation,  
especially in the lands and resources field. Leading a 
healthy and traditional lifestyle is important to me; I believe 
it reflects my vision for our collective future.” - Riannon Ball

TCG Creates  Lands and Resource Coordinator  Posit ion 
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Tahltan Remain Focused on Co -management  of  Wildli fe
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This past hunting season a group of Tahltans from the 
Iskut community, aided by others both within and  
outside the Tahltan Nation, set up a  blockade that 
lasted several weeks at the Klappan Road. The group 
echoed the frustrations of similar protests by Tahltans 
in the past about outstanding issues regarding over 
hunting by resident hunters and inadequate wildlife 
management by the Province of British Columbia.

The TCG responded by continuing to work diligently 
with the Province to advocate for Tahltan interests. 
President Chad Norman Day issued a press, which 
included the following excerpt:

“For Tahltan people, hunting is a vital part of our 
livelihoods and culture. The food from our wildlife 
population continues to support the majority of our 
local families, particularly the most vulnerable. While 
we have made some recent progress on some of our 
desired regulation changes and seen an increase in 
enforcement commitments from the Province, we still 
have a lot of work to do on issues such as predator 
control, further regulation changes, increased  
enforcement and better data collection on wildlife 
populations. Ultimately our goal is to begin  
co-managing wildlife in our traditional territory and 
we believe this will benefit all stakeholders that rely on 
healthy wildlife populations into the future.”

Discussions continued between the TCG and the  
Province of BC to develop better solutions and  
management of wildlife. To date, while not yet fully 
satisfied, the Tahltan Nation successfully advocated for 
the following: 

- Moose popular surveys were completed in the 
Jade Bould Road region and regions f the Kappa 
in February 2016 (the findings were presented to 
Tahltan at the Wildlife Symposium in May)

- New hunting regulation changes were  
implemented during the 2016 hunting season: (1) 
25-day shorter hunting season between highway 
37 and the west side of the Klappan access road; 
(2) compulsory inspections are now required in 
the Klappan management unit; (3) there is now 
a 400-metre no shooting zone on either side of 
Highway 37 from September 25th – October 10th. 

- The TCG helped create the Northern Wildlife 
Roundtable, which includes representatives of 
the Province of BC, Resident Hunters, the Tahltan 
Guide and Outfitter Association, the BC Wildlife 
Federation, and the Three Nations (Tahltan, Kaska 
and Taku River Tlingit) to discuss ongoing wildlife 
management concerns and solutions in Northern 
British Columbia.

- The TCG has been working on a Klappan Strategic 
Initiative where wildlife and fisheries management 
is currently being reviewed. This land use planning 
initiative is specific to the Klappan and will help 
address various concerns that the Tahltan  
membership has for this sensitive area.



Our TCG Lands Department is new, and our employees 
have been in their position for less than a year; TCG is 
committed to invest in our staff and their personal and 
professional growth. Our department is made up of a 
Lands Director- Christine Creyke, a Wildlife  
Guardian- Jarett Quock, and more recently, a Lands 
and Resource Coordinator- Riannon Ball. Our team is 
strengthening the skills, competencies, and abilities of 
our department’s employees in advancing our internal 
development and activities.

Christine Creyke, our Lands Director, attended the 
40th Annual British Columbia 
Mine Reclamation  
Symposium held in Penticton, BC 
this past September. The  
symposium was held over four 
days and the topics offered 
insight to new advances in mine 
reclamation, as well as barriers 
and opportunities to current 
reclamation practices. “One of 
the most interesting topics for 
me was discussions surrounding 
long term regional planning” 
says Christine, “academic and 
field technical experts provided 
me with insight into reclamation 
planning to achieve multiple end 
land use, as well as  
innovative ways of thinking 
about the cumulative impact 
each of these projects will have.” 
Christine hopes to enhance TCG’s 
ability to achieve long-term  
measurable and sustainable  
results for what we want our land 
to look like and provide long 
after projects like Red Chris have 
shut down.  

Jarett Quock attended the National Indigenous  
Guardians Gathering in Ottawa in early October to 
learn about different Wildlife Guardian programs 
across Canada. Jarett says, “Some of the most  
valuable tools I’ve learned include how to work with 
our Nation to build our Guardian program to fit the 
needs and concerns of the Tahltan Nations. I’ve also 
learned methods on how to collect data more  
efficiently, and to manage that information so that 
it enhances wildlife management over time.” Jarett 
hopes to implement these tools within his program 
especially when it comes to involving our Elders and 

Youth in teaching and bringing 
back our traditional ways. “It was  
interesting to learn how other 
Nations present themselves as 
Guardians, always being  
respectful, professional, but most  
importantly, proud keepers of 
the land,” says Jarett. 

TCG is striving to be more active, 
rather than reactive, when it 
comes to land and resource  
concerns and issues. With  
Riannon joining the Lands 
Department, we feel like we’re 
working towards more capacity 
to address the many issues and  
opportunities here in Tahltan 
Territory. Attending conferences 
that pertain to our positions will 
help us understanding the  
obstacles that constrain our  
government and employees 
from realizing and achieving our 
overall goals when it comes to 
strengthening our Lands  
Department.  

Capacit y  Building within  the Lands Depar tment 

For additional information please contact:
Riannon Ball 

Lands Director, Tahltan Central Government
landsdirector@tahltan.org

– 13 –

L ands



– 14 –

The TCG Wildlife Guardian program is a huge step 
towards co-management between Tahltans and the 
Province on wildlife in Tahltan Territory. In an effort to 
expand the monitoring and enforcement of hunting 
regulations throughout Tahltan Territory during the 
2016 season, the Wildlife Guardians, along with BC 
Forestry Lands Natural Resources Operations (FLNRO), 
and the Conservation Officers conducted a series of 
game check stops, which consisted of patrolling  
backcountry on ATVs and setting up stationary  
roadside checks along Highway 37A. The game checks 
were conducted on the weekend of September 24th 
to the 26th south of the Stikine bridge, and again 
from October 2nd to the 4th near Morchuea Lake. The 
roaming checks concentrated on high traffic areas 
such as the Jade Boulder Road, Adsit Lake Road, and 
the Willow Creek Road. The purpose of the game 
checks was to ensure that all regulations and  
restrictions were being followed, but it also gave us 
the opportunity to collect harvest data, and get  
general feedback from resident hunters regarding 
their hunting experience in Tahltan Territory. 

2016 marks the beginning of new “Hunting & Trapping 
Regulations Cycle,” as the BC regulations are revised 
every two years. As a result, we felt it was important 
to ensure resident hunters were properly following 
the new regulations and are informed about Tahltan 
Territory and our concerns regarding hunting  

activities in the North. We felt the game check stops 
were a success in educating the public, and gave us a 
better understanding of the concerns Tahltan people 
have when it came to the hunting season. We saw 
several hundred hunters checked, some of which were 
just passing through Tahltan Territory.  

We’re happy to have several Tahltan members assist 
Jarett Quock with the monitoring of our Territory. 
Those monitors were Kerry Carlick and Chris Gleason. 
TCG has made wildlife and their habitat a priority - the 
Wildlife Guardians will to maintain a present through 
the territory during hunting and trapping season. 
Jarett will also be collecting local harvest information 
from Tahltan members and this information will be 
kept confidential and will only be used for the purpose 
of internal harvest management and land use  
planning. Please share your harvest information to 
assist in our efforts to monitor and protect our wildlife 
for future generations.

L ands

2016 Hunting Season Update 

For additional information please contact:

Jarett Quock

Wildlife Guardian, Tahltan Central Government

wildlifeguardian@tahltan.org
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Chris Gleason had this to say:

"When I was asked if I would be interested in joining 
the Wildlife guardian program. I was honored to share 
my knowledge and passion within this program to  
protect our wildlife. I worked as an Auxiliary Game 
Warden in my earlier years in our Tahltan Territory, 
doing patrols by ground, water, and air. I am  
experienced on the water, as growing up in Telegraph 
creek, I helped my late father, Francis Gleason, as he 
gave river boat tours and charters along the Lower 
Stikine River."

Kerry Carlick:

The Tahltan Wildlife Guardians welcomed Kerry to their 
team this fall. Kerry is a 28-year-old Tahltan who brings 
with him 10 years of extensive fisheries experience 
with Tahltan Fisheries, a diploma in Applied Coastal 
Ecology from Northwest Community College,  
training in environmental monitoring, and a love of the 
outdoors. He is very enthusiastic about the guardian 
program. 

                       L ands

Update on the Tahltan Land Use Plan
The Tahltan Central Government (TCG) is moving forward 
with the land use planning process for the Tahltan Nation’s 
Traditional Territory. The Land Use Plan (LUP) will define 
principles, goals, objectives and policies that will  
govern the Tahltan Territory and provide a basis for  
decision making. As part of this process, we need all 
members of the Tahltan Nation to participate in the LUP to 
reflect our nation’s vision for the future.  

At the AGA this summer, engagement with Tahltan  
members on the LUP process began and a website was  
developed - please be sure to visit www.tahltanland.org 
and click “Register” to participate and follow the latest 
news about the project.  Remember, participation on this 
website is exclusive to Tahltan members only. In addition, 
over 60 community members completed a questionnaire 
about vision and priorities for Tahltan lands. According 
to the survey responses so far, issues related to fisheries, 
water resources, wildlife, heritage/cultural areas, and the 
protection of the land/environment are some of the  
Tahltan members’ top priorities for our LUP.  If you didn’t 
get a chance to complete the survey, please register on the 
LUP website.

The LUP project team is currently in the process of forming 
the LUP Steering Committee, which will be made up of 

Tahltan members with substantive knowledge and ideas 
about of our lands including Elders, Youth, fishing/wildlife 
experts, and one representative from all the Tahltan  
governments (TCG, Tahltan Band, Iskut Band). Their  
mandate will be to make recommendations and provide 
advice to the TCG Lands Department about the current and 
future desired uses of Tahltan Lands. The Steering  
Committee Terms of Reference and application form can 
be found at www.tahltanland.org if you are interested.

In the coming months, the LUP project team plans to hold 
the first Steering Committee meeting along with a number 
of focus group meetings with key individuals on specific 
topic areas (such as, economic development, mining,  
wildlife and hunting, traditional use of Tahltan lands, fish 
and water, and others).  Project updates, including more 
ways to participate, will be posted at www.tahltanland.org, 
so be sure to register and get involved!

For additional information please contact:
Riannon Ball 

Lands Director, Tahltan Central Government
landsdirector@tahltan.org

Meduh to  our  Seasonal  Wildli fe  Guardians
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On September 6th this forum featured a global  
economic briefing by the Business Council's Chief  
Policy Officer and Chief Economist, followed by a  
keynote address from one of B.C's most respected 
CEOs and two panel discussions. 

The first panel explored the key features of the  
decision making and governance structures of several 
First Nations who are successfully advancing a range 
of partnerships and business ventures. In this panel 
discussion, they had featured President Chad Norman 
Day who shared stories about how the Tahltan Nation 
has pursued economic development and some of  
empowering benefits and challenges it has brought 
into the Tahltan Nation. 

Interview with President Chad Norman Day:

What did you learn at the Aboriginal Economic  
Development and Prosperity Forum that surprised you?

A: I learned that the economy in Canada and the loss 
of jobs across the country was worse than I originally 
thought.  Unemployment is up everywhere, various  
major sectors are in serious trouble, and it made me 
realize how fortunate we were as Tahltans to have the 
economic development that we have and to be in British 
Columbia. BC’s economy is leading the rest of the  
provinces, and while some First Nations continue to 
struggle and need to figure out ways to leverage  
economic development, Tahltan employment in our  
territory continues to rise and our Nation is receiving 
more money from economic development than we have 
ever seen in our history. Tahltans are very fortunate.

What pros and cons about economic development did 
you mention during the panellist discussion?

A: Well I discussed the vast employment and training 
benefits, the Tahltan Heritage Trust Fund, our recent 
elders payments and the fact that every one of our local 
communities has started to receive significant and 
flexible funds to empower our people. When it came to 
talking about the cons, I mentioned that environmental 
safeguards need to be taken into consideration and that 
community strategies need to be sorted out because 
an influx of outsiders, highway traffic and money in our 
communities, particularly with our youth, could lead to 
a lot of negative changes if you don’t prepare yourself 
ahead of time. The Tahltan Nation combatted many of 
the issues through the excellent work completed by our 
front line workers through the Social Cultural Working 
Group, which continues to work on our behalf today.

What do you enjoy most about events like this one?

A: Well first of all, I rarely attend events like this. We get 
invited to things like this constantly because people 
recognize our progressive leadership and success, but 
I will only speak at an event if I am already in the area 
and I think it serves the interests of the Tahltan Nation. At 
this particular event, we were in town to meet with the 
Premier and multiple ministers to discuss some very  
important issues in our territory about wildlife, mining 
and issues stemming from outside interests. That being 
said, I enjoy these events because it helps me learn to 
become a better leader and sometimes you make some 
valuable contacts that can help your people. For  
example, we met with the people that started the Moose 
Hide Campaign and look forward to getting Tahltans 
more involved with this valuable cause.

Aboriginal  Economic  Development  and Prosperit y  Forum

Development



TahltanWorks Update

Strategy Development and Database

We are currently working on developing a strategy 
that I will incorporate into my work plan for  
TahltanWorks. We are working with Castlemain to  
develop a pragmatic strategy that will take into  
consideration all the overall goals of employment and 
training that relate to our nation's workforce, but put 
it into a context of real deliverables that will give us a 
basis to complete goals. We are about results, and to 
get results we need guidelines that realistically meet 
the needs of our workforce. I will use this plan to guide 
me to ensure that we are staying on the right track 
and not going to meetings or “workshops” that waste 
our nation’s time or resources. We value jobs for our 
people but we also want them to have access and 
knowledge of careers, how are we doing this? 

•    We have received outlines of positions within the 
projects, the requirements of each position and 
general description of the position

•    We plan on collecting real statistics, at the first 
stage from the local Tahltan communities; this will 
help guide our plans on Training Initiatives. If you 
see our department doing this please participate 
because this is only to help develop programs that 
benefit our people, nothing else. For Example, we 

might ask about age, gender, current employment, 
prospective career field, etc. 

•    We are undergoing evaluation of the  
www.tahltanworks.ca website, and database. We 
need to identify if this is a realistic tool for our  
people to find work or identify training, if not we 
have to move forward and find what works. 

Driver Training

The first driver training program kicked off in Dease 
Lake on September 21st, 2016. We have had seven 
people in the initial class. This is the result of months 
of planning and working. This would not have come to 
fruition without the funding from Western Economic 
Diversification and also without the collaboration from 
Northwest Community College. Darcie Quock,  
Employment Assistant Services Coordinator for  
TahltanWorks, was instrumental in finalizing the  
logistics and identifying students. Thank you, Darcie! 
We hope that this program will provide students with 
the assistance to get them over the hurdles of  
obtaining a Driver’s License and providing personal 
and professional opportunities. 

- Adrian Carlick, TahltanWorks Director

Darcie Quock, Employment Assistant Services  
Coordinator for TahltanWorks, was instrumental in  
finalizing the logistics and identifying students for  
driver training program. Thank you, Darcie!
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Red Chris  Mine Update
As many of you are aware, I am tasked with implementing 
Section 5 of the Impact Benefit Agreement with Red 
Chris Development Limited Partnership (Red Chris Mine).  
This section covers Employment and Training. I also sit 
on the Project Advisory Committee, which features 3 
representatives from Red Chris and 3 from the Tahltan 
Central Government. Our last meeting on September 15th 
covered these topics:

• Reinstating Camp Privileges for workers who may have 
lost theirs for one reason or another

• $30,000 available in bursaries through Red Chris 
starting for 2016/2017 school  year; we need to devise 
a structure to distribute such funds to Tahltan students 
and aim to have this completed by early 2017

• Reporting on statistics as it relates to Tahltan 
employment at the mine

Statistics
According to data released by Imperial Metals in late 
October, the Red Chris Development Corporation currently 
has 98 Tahltans employed out of 358 available positions 

(27.37%); such positions are hired directly by the RCDC, 
while the remaining employment opportunities are with 
various contractors at the mine site. When the company 
factors in all contractors and employees onsite, 196 of the 
708 employed at the Red Chris mine are Tahltan members 
(27.68%). The Tahltan Nation Development Corporation 
and their joint venture partner, Spatsizi Remote Services/
Sodexo Canada, currently account for the vast majority of 
contractor jobs for the Tahltan people.

Haul Truck Training Initiative
We are currently negotiating with senior management 
at Red Chris on the development and implementation 
of a Haul Truck Driver Training Program. The program 
will be about 6 weeks in total and will allow Tahltans to 
get experience on the haul trucks that are at the mine 
site.  This training is not covered or mandated in the IBA 
but is the result of a growing partnership and working 
relationship with Red Chris and their ongoing commitment 
to local hiring. This program will be done “in house” by 
Red Chris.  

Tahltan Job Fair
I am working with our TCG Communications Department to ensure we bring back the Job Fair to Dease Lake in early 
April of 2017. If you have ideas or would like to be a part of this initiative, please email me at director@tahltanworks.ca as 
I would love to hear from you. To name a few, we would like participation from post-secondary institutions, various levels 
of government, any industry relevant to our area, and local entrepreneurs and businesses.

AltaGas IBA Update 
Now that construction is basically over and the project is in 
operation, we now shift our focus to the longer term jobs 
within this project. I have recently taken over the  
implementation of this IBA on the Employment and  
Training sections. I have met with Altagas senior staff for 
the Forrest Kerr, Mclymont, and Volcano projects. Although 
Altagas does not have a significant workforce now that the 
construction phase is over, they still have new employment 
opportunities from time to time. There is a New Graduate 
Program that is available through the IBA with Altagas. 
Essentially it is to work in Altagas’ office in Calgary and is 
available to any new Tahltan grad. Unfortunately, this  
position has not been filled in the last few years, therefore 
we will begin talks with Altagas to identify what’s failing 

this process and ensure that we correct this immediately. 
I will update on where this process is going in the future 
newsletter. We are continuing to work with Altagas to  
identify how we can work to ensure that Tahltans are aware 
and are getting trained for positions within these projects.

Brucejack Project by Pretivm
We worked with Pretivm on an underground mining  
initiative. They will take two Tahltans and provide them 
with on-the-job training to become underground miners. 
We helped to provide access to Tahltan candidates and 
Pretivm is currently working on selecting the candidates at 
this time.

- Adrian Carlick, TahltanWorks Director

Updates  f rom AltaGas  and Brucejack
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Tahltan Career  Prof i les:  A  Spotlight  on Welders

My name is Branden Quash and I'm currently a B-pressure welder with Plumbers and Pipe Fitters Union Local 488. I started welding because 
there was a lot of work and the pay was good. I thought it would be a good career to start so I could provide for my family.

I love welding, I like building and doing hands-on type of work. To finish a job and say that I built it means a lot to me. I like the people I get to 
work with. It's nice to see what other people’s trades do and how they contribute to the final product.

There are lots of challenges with this career. I have to plan and figure out different pieces to an overall puzzle. There is also a lot of training 
involved that has to be completed before I can work on certain jobs. You have to pass a weld test .

The education route I had taken was gaining my high school diploma, then joining an apprenticeship program. Once in that program, you 
have to complete eight weeks of school for every year of the apprenticeship until you attain your Journeyman certificate. Every welder receives 
training for different welding tickets or a different style of welding. We all have to pass a weld test for every different field of welding and there 
are several types, such as stainless or carbon steel welding.

Getting my B-pressure ticket and all the other tickets to weld different kinds of metals would have to be my biggest accomplishment so far. I 
feel that it was a lot of work and I enjoyed it.

My advice to other Tahltans wanting to choose this as a career would be to have patience and keep excelling in what you like to do. Giving up 
will never get you to where you want to be.

Branden Quash

My name is Natasha Callbreath and I am a Maintenance Welder at the Pretivm Brucejack Project. 

What I enjoy about this career field is the hands-on aspect. Getting the chance to fabricate projects that are challenging and fun while learning 
something new every day is great. Especially being a woman in a male-dominated workforce is empowering. 

The biggest challenge for me is being away in camp for extended periods of time. Another challenge is dealing with sexism amongst 
co-workers. I felt like I had to work harder to prove myself though it made me stronger and smarter in the end.  

The education you need is at least a grade 10, but I graduated high school. You also need to get accepted in an apprenticeship or into a 
post-secondary college to start your levels from C to A. In recent years they have changed the requirements for welding. It is now a 4 level 
apprenticeship.

One accomplishment that makes me proud is having Welding Inspectors reference me to new employers with positive information about my 
quality of work, as well as passing pressure testing, weld tests and so forth. My biggest achievement so far was being hired as a Welding Supervi-
sor for a company in Fort St. John at 26 years old - I couldn't be happier.

The advice I'd give to other Tahltans is to follow your dreams and don't let people doubt you or tell you that you can't do something because 
of your gender. Welding is a good career but there are many other trades. Follow what you want to do, I am a level A Welder and have been 

welding for 8 years. I love it.

Natasha Callbreath

My name is Tyson Quock and I am a General Foreman level welder that has worked on many projects including the Tomahawk  
Mobile Welding Company projects that built and maintained bridges. I am a structure welder.I was motivated to be a welder back when I 
was 30 years old. It was a nice secure trade that brought in a good amount of security. 

The biggest thing that caught my eye with welding was the artistic nature of the trade. You had to have a lot of passion to what you were 
essentially creating. I also like the science of metallurgy and the electricity aspect. There is so much science behind welding and you have to 
really understand it.

The biggest challenge I faced in this career was the amount of knowledge base behind it all. If you want to become a well-versed 
certified welder, you need a lot of different training to receive different tickets. In order to become a welder, first I started with a funding 
approval process which was difficult in itself and that was just to get my foot in the door. I then had to get into a program. It all paid off 
in the end and one of my biggest accomplishments so far was becoming a General Foreman in a welding company. I had to delegate a 
team while welding myself.

If any of my fellow Tahltans are looking into welding I would say, “Go for it if you like, it's flexible and great to fall back on if you venture 
out. It's something you'll never lose, It's like riding a bike - once you have it, you have it.”

Tyson Quock

– 19 –

Career



My name is Dakota Marion and I am a Mill Maintenance Welder at the Red Chris mine site working under Imperial Metals. In high school,  
I took a welding/metalwork class where I learned to weld. I began to get really good and I just ran with it. 

The thing I enjoy most about this career would have to be the fabrication course of the job scope. Building things that you can claim as your 
own with your design makes the job feel like an art form. 

I feel this career path would be difficult for most, not everyone can do it. You have to put in a lot of work and it is really dangerous. You really 
have to practice safe working habits, but if you're willing to put in the time and dedicate yourself then it can be done. When I went to school for 
welding it was still a three-year program but they recently switched it to a four-year program instead. 

One of my biggest accomplishments in this field was attaining my Pressure Ticket and A-Ticket. I was only 23 years old when I received my 
A-Ticket. I did it by being completely committed to my end goal straight out of high school and I had to work extremely hard.

My advice to Tahltans considering this as a career would be: If you are going to go for it, definitely work hard, stay committed, and don't give up. 
It pays off, in the end, more than you think. 

  Dakota Marion

My name is Lily Rose Bellehumeur and I work with welders and welder apprentices for the GRB Enterprises. The reason I became a welder was 
to enter the trades because I knew there was good money in this kind of a career path.

The thing I enjoy most about this career is meeting new people from all over the world. I also enjoy that it is challenging, especially being a 
female. There are very few women in Alberta that are actually welders and though that may make me proud. I like the many different career 
options you have as a welder, it keeps things interesting. There are inspectors, welder examiners, welder technologist, rig welders, pipeline 
welders and these are just a few options as a welder. 

The biggest challenge you can face as a welder are some of the elements in your working environment. This job requires you to work under 
some serious conditions and it can be very challenging to do so without giving up.

To become a welder in Alberta is a little easier than B.C. because of the demand; Alberta has historically had a huge need for tradesmen and 
tradeswomen. You need a minimum of a Grade 9 level and then have to pass a written exam to make it into the trade.

My biggest success in this field? Overcoming my fear of people. The social aspect played a toll on me in the beginning but I didn't let it get to 
me. I kept pushing and pushing until I achieved the relaxation needed to be social.

For any Tahltan considering this as a career, I would say it's an awesome trade to be in. If you enjoy working with your hands and enjoy the 
challenge of mathematics, then go for it. I found it to be tedious for most with the math due to fractions, decimals and what comes with that 

subject, but if you push hard you'll pass the exam. Just make sure you study and believe in yourself.

My name is Heather Buth and I am heading into the Welding Foundations Program at the College of New Caledonia in Burns Lake B.C.

What I enjoy most about this art is how hands-on and diverse it can be. The science of metallurgy is also really fascinating - there is something 
about it I can't explain but it has me dedicated to making it a career. I haven't really encountered any challenges as of yet.

After I complete the welding foundation program I will apprentice until I have accumulated enough hours to continue on to a higher 
certification. It is all about gaining your tickets and I plan to do just that. I have several goals in mind that I would like to achieve in my 
career over the next ten years, completing the welding foundations course this coming year is the first one. Once that is done I will set 
more goals and keep moving forward.

The advice I would give to other Tahltan people wanting tov start this as a lifelong career goal? It would be: do it because you enjoy it! 
Welding will open many doors to so many career paths.

  Heather Buth

My name is Rick McLean and I work as a Welder Fabricator at the Red Chris mine with the mill maintenance team. When I was younger I had 
to think of a choice of career and I chose to weld. The schooling was affordable and I didn’t have to have an apprenticeship to get into the 
program.

The thing I love about welding is I get to build all kinds of cool stuff. I like working with my hands and creating things that are challenging for 
most. One of the more challenging things about welding is that it's a physically demanding job and can be dangerous. 

The education needed when I first joined the welding field was a grade 10 level. I feel blessed that I got in. Some of my biggest  
accomplishments were being able to travel for work and experience new places at a young age. I had the opportunity to work on many 
large construction projects all over the provinces of BC and Alberta.

If I were to give advice to other Tahltans wanting to join this field for a career I would say: “If you like to build stuff out of metal and you are a hard 
worker, welding is a good and well-paid career.”

Rick McLean

Lily Rose Bellehumeur
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My name is Wade Abou and I am currently a B-Welder/Carpenter for Cantilever Construction based out of Prince George B.C.  
while working towards my A-ticket. When I was going through high school I realized that the trades field was something that would 
provide me with a solid income. I started looking into things that intrigued me and welding seemed like a great fit.

The thing I enjoy most about welding is the process in general. I was one of the top students in my class and I received an 86% mark or more 
on all of my tests. I do enjoy knowing that I am good with my hands. You also need to be safe because it can get really dangerous. When 
talking about the challenges of this career, I would have to say preparation. Preparation to me is the most challenging. Making sure your 
workstation is safe, making sure your process is correct. Having the right process can determine how fast and efficient a job gets done.

The thing needed to excel in this field would be the hours to gain your stamps. To get my C-ticket I had to get 1000 hours of work 
experience. Once you get that first stamp you receive an exclusive number that identifies you as a welder.

One of my biggest successes in this field was welding some major projects while working in the Forrest Kerr Hydro Electric Project. I had to 
weld many deficiencies when they arose with the heavy duty equipment. It makes me happy to know that I am able to handle the difficult 
tasks sent my way.

The advice I would give to Tahltans looking at this career: Study hard! Get the written work done so you can really focus on the hands-on 
process.

 

My name is Ronnie Edzerza, I am a retired B Pressure Welder with an additional 8 specialty ticket that I used to succeed in my trade.  
I have worked for numerous contractors and companies but the most noted employers were Proctor & Gamble and Warehouser. 

Before I started on my career path I was a truck driver. I slowly started welding on my own to help with repair work I had come across. I 
eventually ended up in Grand Praire where I took my apprenticeship. Once 1978 hit, I started on my three-year schooling program to really 
dedicate myself to this career path because I knew it was something I wanted since I was a boy.

Once in the field of welding, there is always a favorite genre. Mine was prefabbing with different little placer mining equipment.  My 
biggest challenge was working with the dangerous material. Having to be around, breathe in, and expose yourself to some dangerous 
material can get intimidating at times. Another challenge was the educational mechanics behind the trade. The requirements for this 
career was a minimum of a grade 10 level; I was only at a grade 9. So I had faced a huge challenge for myself. There was a lot of reading and 
studying to reach the prerequisite.

One of my biggest accomplishments in this field was when I finally received my journeyman ticket because once you attain this ticket, it's 
good for life. I think the biggest of all would have to be my pressure tickets; getting those put the cherry on top.

If you're Tahltan and want to become a welder, just learn it, put your full heart into it. You can't make it by taking shortcuts. You have to 
really follow the rules and stay safe, that will make you an awesome welder. So learn it well, love it well, and always stay safe.

Ronnie Edzerza

Wade Abou

As an apprentice, you need to choose where you want to take the technical training for your program and 
register with the Training Provider.  You also need to make sure the course you choose is delivered by an 
 ITA-Recognized Training Provider so it can be counted toward your apprenticeship.

British Columbia Institute of Technology              North Island College                                      
Okanagan College                                                        Thompson Rivers University                          
Camosun College                                                          Northwest Community College                     
Selkirk College                                                                Vancouver Island University                         
Piping Industry Trade School

The following schools provide Welders career training. Please visit their websites for more details

The following Tahltans are also Welders: 

Alvin Tashoots 
Andrade Louie
Clint Franzen
Dorian Johnson 

Dan Edzerza Sr.
Evan Dennis
Jesse Gagnon
John Rattray

Keith Marion
Lorne Mclean 
Lash Payne 
Patsy Franzen

Phil Fraser
Reg Edzerza
Tasha Hugh
Travis Tashoots
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Building of  the K lastl ine Bridge
This summer I participated in the Tahltan Annual  
General Assembly Youth Council meeting where we 
began to create structure and develop ideas on how 
Tahltan youth will help shape the future of our  
territory.  During this meeting, I was nominated to be 
Tahltan Youth Rep and assumed several  
responsibilities as the first individual to take on this 
important role.  Myself, along with other youth who 
attended this meeting, were passionate to initiate 
projects to bring our people together and create  
lasting infrastructure for future generations. 

The first major initiative I was able to participate in 
was to reopen a traditional foot trail between Iskut 
and Telegraph Creek by building a bridge across the 
Klastine River. With the help of my grandfather, Willie 
Williams, and Tahltan associate Lance Nagwan  
(Christine Creyke), we rode by horseback for two and a 
half days to the bridge site from Iskut to cut a helipad.  
After this, we were joined by a second bridge building 
crew consisting of Tahltans Marlon Quock, BoDean 
Williams, and Tahltan associate Mason Ewing  
(Meranda Creyke). Our team also included camp cook 
Pamela Moon and Tahltan associate Jim Skubovius 
(Colleen Williams Skubovius) as the designer, builder 
and crew captain, as he is a journeyman bridge  
builder. 

We first constructed a temporary bridge of logs so 
that we could cross to the other side of the river.  After 

this was completed we started assembling the bridge 
which was donated by AltaGas. We modified it to be 
narrower than the original vehicle bridge. Three days 
later we had constructed a bridge that could last a 
century. As I continue my career in engineering, I  
begin to wonder what other things can we build that 
will outlast us and provide infrastructure for future 
generations.   

Meduh to all who helped and provided funding for the 
Tahltan Youth to start providing and envisioning the 
future of our Nation.
 
Meduh to the Elders who gave us inspiration,  
guidance and teachings as we completed this project 
as I talked to many who had input that helped us  
complete this project. 

Meduh to Christine Creyke who worked harder than 
anyone to get this project to happen, to my  
Grandfather Willie Williams whose horses we used and 
knowledge of the land brought us to the bridge site 
and to all our Industry sponsors who were able to  
donate time, resources and capital to make this  
project happen. 

-Nathan Skubovius
Tahltan Youth Council Representative
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Historic Hike from Iskut to Buckley Lake
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Ancient Pathways: Trail from Iskut to Telegraph Creek
The historic trial falls between, but is not limited to, the 
villages of Iskut and Telegraph Creek. The Tahltan people 
have been using these trails throughout our history for many 
different reasons. One of the more important tasks that fell on 
this trail was trade. One of our main exports from our territory 
in pre-contact times was obsidian - a volcanic rock that stems 
from Mount Edziza (aka “Ice Mountain”). Tahltan obsidian has 
been found all over western North America and it was used 
for spears, knives and other tools. 

Another main use of this trail for our people was travel. The 
Tahltan people were nomadic and as nomads, traveled a lot 
from place to place. Over generations, our ancestors  
developed trails that became very useful and convenient 
due to the changing climates and the elements faced in each 
season. They clearly would have considered things such as 
safety, speed and food/water sources along each trial they 
developed.

My name is 
Odelia Dennis, 
I belong to the 
Wolf clan under 
the Simgalt'ēde 
Family. My 
children are 
boys, their names 

are Tristen (20) and Arden (6). My 
maternal Tsu is Winnifred Quock 
and my paternal Tsiye is Peter 
Leon Dennis. I work for the Tahltan 
Language Revitalization Program. I 
currently live in Tātl’ah (Dease Lake) 
and I participated in the Historical 
Hike from Iskut to Buckley Lake.

I decided to join the hike because 
I wanted to know more about our 
ancestors’ lifestyle before there were 
any roads or luxuries we experience 
today. I also enjoyed the idea of the 
physical challenge I was going to 
face on such a long hike. Another 
challenge was my diet due to my 
allergies, I had to really focus on 
eating things without gluten. I am 
unable to consume a lot of the 
usually fast, convenient, packable 
foods that you would normally eat 
on a hike like this. To prepare myself 
for this hike I started training in 
cardio. I started to run 2 - 3 times a 
week at a usual distance of 6 - 10 km. 
It helped a lot. 

The hike was an amazing experience 
that I will always remember. I felt 
that it came to an end too soon. For 
days after, I found myself wishing I 
were still on that trail. Being able to 
see the beautiful territory that our 
ancestors were accustomed to was 
quite the experience. To think that 
we share a home with our ancestors 
is truly amazing. There were many 
times on the hike where I chose to 
walk alone to contemplate a lot of 
things about my life. I found myself 
praying to our ancestors when the 
challenges of the hike were affecting 

me. I would wonder what they did 
and thought about. I was amused to 
think what they had seen on their 
travels and why they chose this 
route. I would like to eventually see 
signs with the names they gave to 
describe each location to honor their 
travels because it is a very important 
part of our heritage. 

There were a lot of fun moments 
during the hike but you had to be 
there to appreciate the humor. I’m 
sure we’ll always remember the 
jokes and fun we had as we faced 
the challenges of the hike. I felt that 
our group bonded and this hike is an 
experience that we will always share 
between the six of us.

I would definitely consider doing the 
hike again next year. I feel that it’s 
something that every Tahltan should 
experience at one time in their life. 
It really gives you a glimpse of how 
it was for our ancestors. They didn’t 
have the luxuries we have today. 
They were tough Tahltans. Our 
people need to learn how to survive 
like this again eventually so we 
connect with our land again. I know 
that there are many Tahltans that 
still do this and they are probably 
few of the humblest and content 
people. This hike has gotten me 
closer to the kind of person I would 
like to be, one that needs to be in 
our environment.

One piece of advice to others who 
want to join is they need to get a 
really comfortable backpack. It’s 
extremely important for your back 
to be able to carry it for long hours 
every day for the duration of the 
hike.  Spending that extra money 
will be going towards the health of 
your back.

Odelia Dennis
My name 
is Natasha 
Seymour, I 
am part of 
the Crow Clan 
and the Etheni 
family. My 
mother before 

marriage was Sheena Dennis, 
my father is Ray Seymour. My 
grandparents are Mary and James 
Dennis. I currently live in Williams 
Lake, B.C.  where I am a Teacher. 
I was proud to have participated 
in the traditional hike to Buckley 
Lake. I have always been active in 
my life, making sure I exercise and 
eat well. The exercises I practice 
range from a variety of things like: 
plyometric, cardiovascular work, 
weight lifting and sports. It keeps 
me busy on my down time. 

I joined the hike to overcome 
a few personal life challenges, 
to connect with my ancestors 
and experience how they lived 
before technology took over. I 
also wanted to experience our 
territory like this for the first 
time so I can start focusing on 
connecting with our land. One 
day I will have children and I 
want to teach them about the 
connection between the land and 
their hearts. Once I decided that 
I was going to take part in this 
trek I started preparing physically 
and emotionally. I started training 
specifically for a hike of this 
magnitude; I had never been 
on one so I was intimidated. I 
hiked all over the Iskut area in the 
months building to the hike. It 
was fun just to train.

The hike was an experience of 
a lifetime, it was breathtaking. I 
had so much gratitude at the end 
to see how our territory looked, 
to feel one with nature and to 

experience the elements that 
our people had lived through for 
thousands of years.

My favorite moment of the hike 
was climbing the mountain right 
after the bridge. Making it to 
the top was the hardest part of 
my trip but the most rewarding. 
Knowing that I had pushed 
myself to the limits and overcame 
such a challenge made me feel 
a sense of pride because I didn't 
quit. I could literally hear my 
Tsiye's voice telling me to keep 
going, so I kept going.

The biggest challenge of going 
on a hike like this when you're 
not used to it is the voice in your 
head telling you to give up. I had 
to really focus on slowing my 
thoughts down and as the days 
went on it became harder and 
harder. I had to focus on the here 
and now to stay in the moment 
and enjoy what I was doing. 
I am happy to have had such 
motivated people with me.

I cannot wait until next year’s 
hike; I will be far more prepared 
knowing what to expect. I would 
also like my niece and nephew to 
eventually join me, it would be 
a great experience! My advice to 
them and anyone wanting to join 
is that this hike is not for the faint 
of hearts, but with the challenge 
being so great, the reward is that 
much better. The connection you 
obtain from participating in a 
hike like this is indescribable. The 
healing, self-exploration and the 
exploration of our territory is a 
beautiful experience. I want our 
people to grow as Tahltan human 
beings and to know the strength 
they have in their hearts.

Natasha Seymour
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Ancient Pathways: Trail from Iskut to Telegraph Creek
It feels fitting to honor our Tahltan ancestors by having our 
current generation of Tahltans utilize our historic trails. With 
a lot of help and dedication, the Tahltan Central  
Government's very own Lands Director, Christine Creyke, 
dedicated many hours to expedite the process of organizing 
this cultural trek. The TCG acknowledges her and wants to 
thank her for spearheading this initiative that was originally 
put forward by the Tahltan Youth Council.  

Although many Tahltans originally committed to the hike, 
the time and physical commitments involved discouraged 
several participants in the final weeks. In the end, the  
participants included: Chad Day, James Dennis, Odelia  
Dennis, Riannon Ball and Natasha Seymour. They were  
guided by Albert (“Boots”) Dennis and his horses. 

The TCG also would like to thank the trail cutters, the bridge builders, the 
companies that donated time and resources, and all the Elders that took the 
time out of their lives to join the hikers at Buckley Lake. Although the trail was 
not cut the full distance, the hikers still had an amazing experience. The TCG is 
excited to see this initiative continue to grow and thrive in future years.

My name 
is Riannon 
Ball, I am 
from the 
Crow Clan 
and the 

Cawtoonma family. Christine 
Ball is my mother and Danny 
Baptist is my father. My 
grandparents are Opal and 
Alfred Ball. I currently live 
in Terrace/Dease Lake B.C. 
and I am the new Lands and 
Resources Coordinator for 
the TCG. I participated in the 
historical hike to Buckley 
Lake.

I joined this hike because 
I have always wanted 
to complete the Mount 
Edziza crossing. The trail 
east of Buckley to Iskut has 
always interested me after 
hearing my Tsu Tsu's stories. 
I thought maybe this hike 
might be my only chance to 
experience this part of the 
trail since I have done the 
trail to Telegraph 3 times 
prior. Hiking the trails in 
our territory has helped 
shape who I am today, it has 
influenced my life in a way I 
can't explain.  

I have always been used to 
being on the land because 
my employment with Stantec 
required so much of outdoor 
activities. It is physically 
demanding to be out on 
the land and having to carry 
equipment from place to 
place, so I was happy to have 
been used to it a little bit. On 
my own time I still go out on 
hikes and exercise, it keeps 
me busy.

Once I made my mind up on 
whether or not I was going, 
I had a lot of prep to do. Not 
only did I have to take time 
off of work, I had to get all my 
gear in order. I would like to 
thank Stantec for providing 
me with a SAT phone. 
One of my concerns was 
hydration, considering I had 
a bad experience with water 
before, I had to make sure 
that wasn't going to happen 
to our crew so I purchased 
iodine tablets.

All in all, this trip was 
amazing! I have never gone 
on a trip where everything 
was organized for us 
beforehand as it was here 
with the food, horses and 
the trail being cut. Basically, 
everything was done for us, 
all we had to do was hike the 
trail and survive. Being on 
that trail was exactly what 
I needed and I am grateful 
for the experience. There 
is no better place to clear 
your mind and keep you 
in the NOW. Knowing your 
ancestors walked the same 
trail for thousands of years is 
incredible to feel. Once you 
finish you feel a great sense 
of personal accomplishment. 

I can't wait for next years trip! 
I love any opportunity to get 
out on the land, the trails. 
By next year the trails will 
be in better shape and with 
continued planning, with 
everyone's contribution, this 
will continue to be a success 
that more Tahltans can 
experience. 

Riannon Ball
The hike for me was 
definitely a life-
changing experience. 
It certainly helped 
me appreciate the 
skills, toughness 
and patience of our 
ancestors. I wish all 

Tahltans could experience this - it was 
really good for the soul. 

One thing that stood out to me was the 
mushrooms. Throughout the hike, I saw at 
least 60 different species of mushrooms 
with the changing landscapes and 
vegetation. I also saw the berries change 
throughout the hike and often stopped to 
eat the saskatoon berries and raspberries 

(my favorite). We also saw mountain goats 
and beavers in multiple areas and were 
lucky enough not to run into anything 
dangerous. 

I was very impressed by all the 
participants. Each of us had to not only 
hike many kilometers every day, but we 
also had to work together to cook meals, 
set up camp, and support each other 
emotionally and physically when things 
became challenging for one reason or 
another. I think we all became better 
people on the hike and learned a lot. I am 
very excited to join more Tahltans on this 
hike again next year. 

The advice I would offer others is to spend 
the extra money to get excellent socks, 
boots and a comfortable backpack - it’s 
totally worth it. 

Chad Day

My name is James; I 
am from the Etheni 
family under the Crow 
Clan. My parents are 
Peggy Burger and 
Oscar Dennis. I am the 
Communications Officer 
for the TCG and I hiked 

to Buckley Lake.

What really excited me about the whole 
idea was that it would bring me closer 
to our land. I have always wanted a 
stronger bond between my ancestors 
and I. I believe that this trek put me one 
step closer to that mental connection. 
The traditional values held by our people 
in the past is something I want to hold 
forever to teach my son and my potential 
future children. They should know the 
lessons I learned in both worlds - modern 

and traditional. This hike was amazing 
in every way I could have expected. It 
strengthened my ability to be present 
and strengthened my knowledge of self-
endearment. I had built such a confident 
belief in myself during the time on that 
trail. The trail showed me what I was 
capable of, the amount of skill I have to 
adapt to any situation, and it presented 
how cohesively human beings can work 
together when they find themselves 
relying on the unit rather than themselves.

In the end, after learning work with 
horses, climbing mountains, crossing 
stream, and strengthening friendships 
that will last forever, this experience is 
something I will keep with me forever and 
share with my grandkids. They will hear 
about the funny times and the challenging 
times I had on my first trek to Buckley 
Lake. I will definitely make the hike again 
in the future.

James Dennis
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Inspir ing Young Tahltans
Deeper Dennis

My name is Deeper Audwin Leon 
Dennis, son of Loretta and Daryl 
Dennis. I’m from the Wolf Clan.  
Was raised in Iskut, BC on Tahltan 
Territory. 

For seven years I've been in and out of hospitals, taking 
treatment for leukaemia which I was diagnosed with in 
2009. During that time I had my mother with me while 
I was going through chemo and radiation treatment 
in Vancouver, BC. After eight months of treatment, I 
underwent an auto stem cell transplant and was given 
a clean bill of health. I reflect upon my skills and interest 
where I discovered the art of filmmaking. In the year of 
2013 I have attended Capilano University's IIDF (Indigenous 
Independent Digital Film) program where I learned to 
write, create and direct my own films. 

After the first semester ended, the leukaemia had relapsed 
and I had to take time away from the second semester 
for more treatment. I was in the hospital for three weeks. 
Even though my doctor instructed me to not return 
to film school. Yet, with the support of my teachers 
and classmates I was able to get caught up with my 
educational needs.

In conclusion, throughout my healing process I learned 
to value life and to appreciate family, friends and 
opportunities. On June 24, 2016 I became septic due to 
an infected Hickman line. My mom was told that I wasn't 
going to get through that and I was very ill. I'm here and 
alive. Thanks to my prayer warriors, my family near and far. 

Deeper's Advice and Gratitude 

For those who are just joining post-secondary education school, 
my advice to you is to never let negative thoughts get you down. 
Take care of yourself, eat healthy and never lose track of where 
you want to go, always remember where you are from, your 
roots are your strength.

In conclusion I would like to thank my parents for bringing me up 
to be the man I am today, the band members that work hard for 
giving me this opportunity, especially the family and friends that 
support and prayed for me over the years. I am truly blessed. 

Katrina Fowler (Carlick) 

My name is Katrina Fowler; I am 
from the Crow Clan. My parents 
are Rod and Terry Fowler. My 
grandparents are the late Patrick 
and Edith Carlick. I am 25 years old 

and I live in Victoria, B.C. 

I am currently finishing up my Primary Care Paramedic 
Certificate Program with the Justice Institute of British 
Columbia. This certificate will allow me to be a paramedic 
with the ambulance services. This will work hand in hand with 
my Emergency Medical Response Certificate. 

I’ve always wanted to be a Paramedic. When I was 18 years 
old I took my OFA Level 3 to move towards that dream. When 
I completed my training I waited as I was not sure if I was 
mature enough to take on such a career and its responsibility. 
I had other experiences, other jobs, and more education in 
university before I realized that it was what I wanted. So when 
an opportunity presented itself, I took it and I don’t regret a 
thing.

As a student, there are many challenges that arise. One of the 
more difficult challenges I faced was losing Edith Carlick, my 
grandmother. There were many times I would get homesick, 
but no matter what, my family didn’t let me give up. 

The senior patients I come across are all in various stages of 
their health. I bet some of our elders feel that they don’t see 
their family or friends enough, and would love visits from 
them. Simple drop-ins to say “hi” and have a cup of tea would 
be of so much value in their eyes.

Katrina's Advice and Gratitude

My advice to Tahltans wanting to pursue post-secondary would 
be to take any opportunity of education, regardless of what it is. 
You never know where you will go once you’ve taken that first 
step forward. Challenge yourself and leave your comfort zone. 
Be humble and allow yourself to make mistakes - it’s the only 
way you learn.

I would like to thank my parents and my sister for being so 
understanding and never letting me become discouraged. There 
were many times when I questioned myself. “Can I really do 
this?” They never once doubted my abilities, thank you for your 
love and support.

Youth
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Trysten Derrick

My name is Trysten Derrick, my mother is Heather Hawkins and 
my father is Lawrence Derrick. My maternal grandparents are Erma 
Carlick and Andy Hawkins. I belong to the Thudga family and the 
Wolf Clan. I currently live in Nanaimo, attending the Vancouver Island 
University (VIU). I am taking the Physical Education Program they 
offer; I find it suits my lifestyle.

The sport that really captured my attention was basketball; I started 
playing in the 6th grade. In high school, I decided to take it to the 
next level and started training. 

A lot goes into my fitness and I train weekly. I practice basketball 
twice a week, complete cardio workouts on other days, and weight 

train for the rest of the days. Lucky for me I can get this in with 
my regular classes. Also, diet plays a big role as well. I try 

to eat a lot of pasta and red meats so it could help 
with my endurance and growth. I never skip break-

fast so that I have plenty of energy throughout 
the day.

One of the main reasons I was attracted to this 
lifestyle was the feeling of being unhealthy. 
There would be times I'd gain weight and feel 
awful about myself. Being out of shape isn't 

appealing to me; you never feel good when your 
physical appearance gets worse. I like to think of it 

as 'look good , feel good'. That's why I stay healthy.

The biggest challenge I face in this kind of lifestyle at 
the moment is money. Being in university and having  

limited funds can really play a big role in your diet and the  
supplements needed to keep in tip top shape. It gets pretty tough at 
times but I pull through and keep going.

My advice to other Tahltans wanting to switch their lifestyles around 
and start dedicating themselves to a healthier more productive life 
would be: It is definitely hard in the beginning, there is no doubt 
about it, but if you keep at it and never give up, it is definitely worth it 
in the end!

Tyanna Callbreath

My name is Tyanna Callbreath, I am part of the Wolf Clan. My 
parents are Duane Callbreath and Crystal Nole. My maternal 
grandparents are Vernon and Sharon Marion. My paternal 
grandparents are Melvin and Verna Callbreath. I am 16 years 
old and live in Dease Lake. I currently work at the Super 
Value grocery store. 
 
Hockey is the sport I love. What really attracted me to  
hockey was the environment I grew up in, it was always 
around me so naturally, it stuck. For as long as I could  
remember, I was interested because we always watched it 
on television. I have been playing for years and  
started when I was 8 years old. Since then I've 
made all the rep teams in Terrace B.C. and 
continue to play in the house league here 
in Dease Lake.

I enjoy everything about playing hock-
ey. I try to play every day when I am not 
working but even that, there are times 
I still manage to make it after work. 
When I am not playing women's drop 
in or men's rec, I am usually coaching the 
younger generation. My philosophy behind 
being active is if you're able to make your life 
better and healthier, then do it. 

My advice to other Tahltans considering playing hockey or 
any sport to keep healthy is to PRACTICE. Practice, practice, 
and more practice is what will hone your skills - practice 
makes perfect. The more you dedicate yourself the better 
you will become.

Healthy Ac tive  Tahltans

Health & Fitness



I was born in Whitehorse, Y.T, lived in Cassiar until I was 
4 years old then moved to Dease Lake B.C. I learned 
how to do loom work beading while I was in high 
school and it wasn’t until 2010 (Celebration of the 
100th Year of the Signing of the Tahltan Declaration), 
when I first started taking an interest in the beading 
style that I do now.

For a long time, beading was only a hobby for me. As I 
started beading and sewing more, the demand for my 
work slowly picked up. I started taking the  
occasional order which helped grow my name. This 
made me very happy; it felt good knowing my work 
started getting recognition.

When I first started beading I was already into various 
arts and crafts. Acrylic painting, pencil sketching, and 
scrapbooking were great ways to express my creativity 
but beading was something traditional that I could 
hold onto. There is so much patience in this process 
and it really helped me in times when I needed it, such 
as coping with post-partum or dealing with anxiety. I 
found it very therapeutic and culturally important. The 
recent bags that I have done has had an older Tahltan 
style incorporated into it. I did this because they are 
beautiful, mysterious, and it's a good way to keep our 
tradition alive.

I think one of the most challenging things with  
beading would be patience. There are times where 
I'd have to remove the bead work then start from 
scratch. Sometimes it wouldn't go the way I would like 
or hasn’t turned out the way I picture it so it can be 
a slow process from start to finish. At times it can be 
nerve racking, especially when I am on a deadline.

Once I started beading, I'd take pictures of my projects 
and post them on social media sites. At one time, a 
few of my pieces were displayed on the Tahltan  
Central Council site before it was known as the Tahltan 
Central Government. Eventually, a man from Montreal 
saw my work, contacted me and asked me to  
commission mitts for him. He was very pleased with 
the final product that he flew to Whitehorse to make 
the drive to Dease lake to meet me!

One of the best moments in my life was winning the 
NorthwesTel Cover Contest. It was one of my goals 
to win this contest, so I entered my beaded Octopus 
Bag; when they told me that my bag was a finalist, I 
was surprised! It still seems so unreal at times when 
friends, family, and people I don’t know come up and 
congratulate me!

If Tahltans are willing to learn how to bead and sew, I 
would always encourage it. It is a part of our culture 
and I think it is important to carry on our traditional 
values. Beading and sewing will always be a beautiful 
art form to express your creativity.

One of my biggest mentors was Chad Palmer - he 
was my Art teacher during high school. He taught me 
about different art forms, and he always encouraged 
me to pursue my art. Penny Louie is my current  
mentor, she taught me about beading and sewing. 
She continues to teach me new things from time to 
time. I would like to give my biggest thanks to my 
parents and siblings, they have been there for me 
through the ups and downs. They are my biggest  
supporters and I thank them every day for all the love 
and support they have shown me. Thank you for  
supporting and encouraging me!

"If Tahltans are willing to learn how to bead and 
sew, I would always encourage it. It is a part of 
our culture and I think it is important to carry on 
our traditional values! "

Culture Profile - Carmen Dennis 

– 28 –

Culture  Prof i le



My name is Henry Vance. 
I was born in Telegraph 
Creek on February 10th, 
1941 and I am 74 years 
old. My parents are Mabel 
Henyu and William Vance. 
My grandparents are 
Charlie Vance and Agnus 
Quock.

I have lived in Telegraph 
for most of my life. I left once when I was a young boy back in 
1953 but I returned in the 70's. Telegraph is my home; I'll never 
give this up again. 

When I was a boy I had spent a lot of time with my  
grandparents at Tahltan. When I wasn't going to school I'd 
spend all my time there; my summers consisted of helping my 
grandparents with fish and other cultural activities. My great 
great grandmother had a fish house and everything needed to 
work on fish there. The older she got the more we helped out 
around the camp. Nowadays kids often don't help their  
grandparents or Elders at all. It's sad, especially when parents 
make excuses for their kids.

When I was younger my mother would pack my bedroll up and 
place it on my back and tell me, "Well son, you're not going to 
school, it's the summer holidays so you gotta go up to Tahltan 
and help your Tsu Tsu and Tsiye. It's the only way to get our fish 
for the winter; you have to help them.”

So I would help them, just me because I was the only boy in 
the family. My sisters used to make me do a lot because they 
didn't want to do extra work, but I enjoyed it. I really  
appreciate those summers with my family at Tahltan; it kept 
me busy. We never really went into town during this time  
because there was nothing for us to do there and no  
entertainment. The only times we would go into town would 
be when we worked hard enough for our grandparents and 
they'd give us a few dollars. We would walk into town to get 
things like Kool-aid or chocolate bars. We would walk because 
there weren't any vehicles back in those days. There was only 
one truck in town at the time. Once the road was built and 
people started making money things changed drastically. 
 
I am not too fond of change because I think in the 50s and 60s 
we had a better life by being more aware and connected to 
our land and resources. We had real lives. Nowadays kids don't 

have lives and it’s sad seeing them getting into drugs,  
drinking, computers and bad food. They're always bored, but 
when I was a kid we were never bored. We always had things 
to keep us busy. 

Growing up we caught all of our own meat. We would trap and 
hunt for our food. We never had meat like beef and pork until 
the late 60s. A guy named Doug B. brought in big generators 
that he set up downtown and hooked it up to a deep freezer 
so he could start hauling in meat. That is when we were first 
exposed to that type of meat. After that, many people stopped 
hunting and people got too lazy. It became too easy to go 
buy meat than to hunt it yourself. I am happy that some of the 
older elders still kept the hunting traditions alive and passed 
it on. They'd take us out hunting and we'd bring meat back to 
give out to the community and it was better for us.

I remember being younger and having to go collect driftwood 
from the river just to smoke our fish. The green wood would 
be too far away and the driftwood had water soaked into it so 
it had a better flavor. Back then when we set nets we would 
catch 60 to 100 fish, our parents and grandparents would prep 
it and it was the kid's job to pack it. 

The advice I would give to the generation now would be to 
learn the culture, don't be shy and learn from the Elders. I can 
still build snow shoes and I love sharing that knowledge with 
others. We could go get spruce wood from Tuya and build the 
snow shoes. It would have to be the same night because you 
can't let it dry out. It may be hard to relearn our ways, but you 
have to be open and willing to learn the culture. 

Elder Profile - Henry Vance

Henry’s Tahltan Recipe: Moose Stew

Ingredients:

Moose Bumguts, kidney fat, potatoes, the diaphragm be-
tween heart and stomach, heart, kidney, tomato and vegeta-
ble soup mix.

Directions:

Put all ingredients into a pot with some water and roast it. 
All ingredients are to preferred portions. Serve with rice.
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Adult Tahltan Language Programs

Tahltan Language Documentary
Dah Dzahge Nodesidē - ‘We Are Speaking Our Language 
Again’ is the name of the Tahltan Language and Culture 
Council. It was also chosen as the name for the  
documentary, with the filming beginning in July 2015 
to document the work being carried out to revitalize the 
Tahltan language. It was officially made available online on 
October 18, 2016 – Tahltan Day. 

The documentary focuses on the four areas of the Tahltan 
Language and Culture Framework: governance, programs, 
documentation, and professional development & training. 
As part of governance, communicating with Tahltan  
members about the revitalization of our language is crucial, 
which is one of the main reasons for the creation of the 
documentary. It was to show our people the work that has 
been carried out. We have to have the will to revitalize our 
language and this can only come about if our people are 
aware of how fundamental our language is connected to 

our land, our culture, our Ancestors, and our identity. There 
is a need to encourage and motivate our people to use the 
language in all areas of our lives. It is also important for 
non-Tahltans, and more generally, non-Aboriginal people, 
to understand how crucial it is to preserve and revitalize the 
Aboriginal languages that were here before Canada as a 
nation was born. One other reason for this documentary is 
to share our work with the world.

In August 2016, the University of  
Victoria’s Diploma in Indigenous  
Language Revitalization program  
ended its second term with  
immersion sessions involving drum 
making, harvesting of plants, and 
camping at Glenora. UVIC did not get 
the Post-Secondary Projects Program 
funding from the federal government 
as hoped, so the program has been 
put on hold. In order to accommodate 
the UVIC students and new learners 
this fall, Judy Thompson worked with 
Simon Fraser University to bring their 
Certificate in First Nations Language 
Fluency to Dease Lake. The program 
started on October 12th, with Angela 
Dennis and Amber Blenkiron teaching 
the courses. Medūh to both  
universities for working together so 
that the students could make the  
transition smoothly. Mēduh chō to 
UVIC’s Indigenous Education  
Department for laying the ground 
work to get adult immersion classes off 
the ground in our territory, and who 
we hope to work with again in the near 

future. These programs that focus on 
raising Tahltan language proficiency 
have been so important to the adult 
learners. In the words of two of the 
students:

Kitty Brown:
Khihgah hoti'e, duda ant'e. Sine soga 
astie.  I'm enjoying learning to speak 
Didene Keh immensely.  It has filled the 
void I had in life. I can't express enough 
how it has changed me to  
being a Proud Tahltan Woman. Łani 
eti’e.  Mēduh chō.

Patricia Louie:
"If you talk to a man in a language he 
understands, it goes to his head. If you 
talk to a man in his language, it goes 
to his heart.” I quote Nelson Mandela 
because it is extremely crucial for all 
people to learn their language. Since I 
have been learning Tāłtān, it has given 
me a whole sense of pride in who I am 
and where I come from. Watching the 
language recovery is such a beautiful 
process to witness as it brings laughter, 

pride, happiness to once again speak 
and remember words of long ago.  
I believe that our language is coming 
back to give us another chance to learn 
it, so take advantage of the moment. 
The most treasured gift to give to 
yourself, and your future generations. 
Eghadēn ekune, edone ekune, dene 
za’ ekune dahzahge hodindē (All the 
women, men and children speak our 
language).

 

https://vimeo.com/187371287 
promotional videos and full documentary 



This past September our leaders and their respective 
councils/boards got together to go over the TCG and 
Band Protocol and some serious amendments were 
made. Amongst those proposed changes, ''Language 
Initiatives’' became a category that would receive 
10% of the annual amount stemming from the BC 
revenue-sharing agreements that requires 35% of the 
tax revenue from active projects in Tahltan Territory, 
which currently includes the Altagas projects and the 
Red Chris Mine.

After the meeting, we caught up with our leaders and 
this is what they had to say about making this major 
investment into the Tahltan Language:

President Chad Norman Day:

"We need to invest serious funds into documenting our 
language, making it available for Tahltans to learn 
online, and creating new speakers while we still have 
fluent Tahltan speakers with us who are willing to help 
us with these important efforts. I want to thank all 
those Tahltan people over the years that have helped us 
maintain and revitalize our language and let them know 
our governments are proud to support them with their 
continued work."

Chief Richard McLean:

"Language is the thread that ties us to our culture and 
spiritual beliefs. This amendment sets aside core funds to 
work on language initiatives without the worries of pot 
type funding running out. I appreciate the direction given 
by the TCG at the AGA by suggesting a resolution to fund 
our language program. The language program can now 
be carried out."

Chief Marie Quock:

"The Tahltan language is our identity as Tahltan People 
and we need to revitalize it while we have the Elders to 
do so, this is the only way that we can keep our language 
alive. I feel that it is very important that additional funds 
be allocated towards our language before it fails because 
we don’t want that to happen. More progress has been 
made in the revitalization of our language than ever 
before, but there is still a lot to be done. As far as I know 
the plans for moving forward with the language initiative 
would be to continue the language nests for each 
community, as well as having the certified language 
program through SFU that takes place in Dease Lake for 
community members to attend."
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If you have not yet joined TCG’s  
Facebook Page, please head to 

www.facebook.com/tahltangovernment  
to stay up-to-date with Tahltan Nation news 

and events, job postings, member  
birthdays, anniversaries and other 

accomplishments.

www.tahltan.org

If you have any stories that you would like to share for the next newsletter, please email them to  
communications@tahltan.org, or bring in a hard copy to the TCG office in Dease Lake.

Central Government


