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President’s message
Annita McPhee, President of Tahltan Central Council
issue because there has been no justice
for so many of our sisters, and the
number of missing Aboriginal women and
unsolved deaths continues to rise. My
heart goes out to all families affected by
these tragedies, and I pray for justice for
their loved ones.
Unfortunately it was an event I was
unable to attend because I was at a Legal
Services Society board meeting. There
are too many Aboriginal people in the
justice and family law systems, and I act
as a voice for the North’s unique justice
issues on this panel. I was appointed by
the provincial government and am the
only Aboriginal director.
The “Salmon is Life” Dinner in Dease Lake
was the start of my February. I had an
amazing dinner with Elders and others
who could make it to the event. I enjoyed
listening to our people and talking about
the future of the Klappan. It was a great
visit that I will remember for a long time.
I want to say a very special thank you
to everyone who travelled in the cold
weather to support the protection of our
headwaters!. If you missed it, there will
be more events like it to come - watch
the website (www.Tahltan.org) and our
Facebook page for details.
Funding			
Early Also in early February, I spent time
considering how our nation can continue
to receive funding for cultural and healing
activities in our communities. These
programs, like the “welcome home”
ceremonies and fish camps, have had
a profound effect on everyone in our
communities, including me. I will continue
to fight to keep this funding in our territory.
Missing Aboriginal Women		
Valentine’s Day saw a Women’s Memorial
March to honour missing and murdered
women and their families. It’s an essential
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artist, and he is remembered on page 5 of
this newsletter.
Later in February, I was honoured to be
invited as a leader to a performance by my
cousin Peter Morin, another Tahltan artist.
He performed and unveiled the world’s
biggest Button Blanket, which he made
out of love of our land and to support
protection of the Sacred Headwaters and
our salmon. He is a beautiful spirit and I
am proud and honoured to have been a
part of that day

Anti-Bullying Day		
I hope everyone sported pink on AntiBullying Day! I am happy there is a day
like this. Teasing someone about their skin
February Travels			 colour, the way they speak, their size, or
This month, I also travelled to Fort St.
their behaviours, is not only cruel but it
John for the First Nations LNG Summit to
hurts. I am glad we have an opportunity to
speak to First Nations about our Tahltan
change things for our children. We need
approach to development, our experience
to apply this concept to our work and
with Shell leaving the Sacred Headwaters,
communities as well.
our nation’s resistance, and our future.
Meduh to our Elders and Warriors who
Red Chris Mine				
created this awareness. I hope I honoured
Also, conversations with Imperial Metals
you that day.
about their Red Chris mine continue.
These are now reaching a critical time so
While there, I had the opportunity to
I will be spending time in our communities
meet with other chiefs and leaders to
to discuss it further over the coming
discuss our shared concerns about the
weeks. You can find more on page 11.
amount of water required for development
and the future of our fresh waters and
Chief Louis Arena			
watersheds. I also met with AFN National
Finally, I would like to congratulate the
Chief Shawn Atleo about the letter I sent
Iskut Band Council for building the
regarding impacts from Fukushima on our
amazing Chief Louis Arena. The grand
fish. He shares the same concerns and is
opening was held at the end of February,
ready to take action.
and I was sorry I was unable to attend
due to a meeting with AltaGas about
From there, I travelled to Victoria to meet
some serious issues. Congratulations
with ministers to continue the fight for
for creating this wonderful facility and for
our culture and language funding. That
naming it after a great man and leader.
was a hard choice for me because my
heart was with my family, and I wanted to
Meduh,
pay my respects to my late cousin Edgar
Frank, who was an incredible Tahltan
Annita McPhee

The latest from the Socio Cultural
Working Group
A Training and Employment Strategy
and Plan will also be developed by
the SCWG. As part of this work, the
SCWG will hold a roundtable meeting
with potential employers on March 25
in Terrace, as well as a roundtable in
Tahltan territory with potential employers
in late spring/early summer.
A Family and Community Development
Working Group was appointed by
Tahltan leadership, which also set the
scope for the group’s work. The group
was due to meet in March to develop the
framework.

The Socio Cultural Working Group
(SCWG) meets regularly to discuss its
work, and each quarter also meets with
Tahltan leadership to provide updates
on its progress as well as to obtain
approvals. The following is a brief
summary of the last quarterly meeting,
held on January 29 in Vancouver.
Funding has finally been received
from the Province for 2013/14. All of the
SCWG’s work for this fiscal year (as set
out in its 2013/14 Workplan) has been
completed.
The SCWG’s 2014/15 Workplan was
approved by the leadership. It includes
working in an accountability framework
and data collection system to measure
progress on all of the work categories
the SCWG is engaged in.
The third annual Leadership Forum will
be held to get community input about
the work of the SCWG, which will then
review and revise its vision and goals if
needed.
A Tahltan K - 12 Education Plan will be
developed by the SCWG this year.

A Negotiations Team to negotiate
with the Northern Health Authority
was appointed by Tahltan leadership.
One major priority is long-term care for
Elders in the territory. The goal is the
implementation of the Tahltan Nation
Health Plan.
The Province approached the Tahltan
Nation about sharing the SCWG model
with other First Nations, and the SCWG
agreed to that.
As well, the SCWG’s Language and
Culture Program is thriving. “We will
always be in language preservation
mode, gathering what we can to
preserve the language, and are working
on developing and enhancing the
website we have for language training,”
said Feddie Louie, Iskut Band Manager
and SCWG member.
“We are continuing to develop a gradeappropriate curriculum with the School
Board, and have implemented the
beginning of a ‘language nest’ in Iskut.
Proposals are being developed for
implementation in other communities by
end of fiscal year 2015.”

Tahltan
youth learn
about mineral
exploration

Above: Nathan Nole, Andrade
Louie and Devon Lee at the Mineral
Exploration Roundup 2014 in
Vancouver
Three Tahltan youth had the chance
to attend the Mineral Exploration
Roundup 2014 in Vancouver at the
end of January.
They learned about companies
that are proposing development in
Tahltan territory, and heard about
about potential career opportunities
in the mining industry.
Nathan Nole, Andrade Louie
and Devon Lee earned had the
opportunity to attend by winning a
personal essay contest sponsored
by Imperial Metals. As part of the
trip, they toured the Imperial Metals
office. While there were there vice
president of corporate affairs Steve
Robertson presented to them.
President Annita Mcphee also joined
the presentation and tour and spent
time explaining how Impact Benefit
Agreements work.
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Update from Chief Rick McLean
Our community has been fairly busy these past couple months. Our renovations crew has been hard at
work getting units up to snuff, and we have ordered materials to prepare for renovations on the Tahltan
Centre and store. We have also completed the energy audit and are waiting for the final results for some
of our houses and community buildings.
Earlier this month, Tahltan Fisheries met with the DFO regarding fish stocks and the Tahltan Lake
enhancements.
We also hosted the Dease Lake Men’s hockey four-on-four tournament and raised about $29,000 for the
Dease Lake Rec Centre. Thank you to all volunteers who pitched in.
In other news, our band signed a Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management (FNLM). The
FNLM regime enables First Nations to better manage reserve lands, natural resources and environment according to our own land
code, laws and policies free of the restrictions of the Indian Act. The next steps will be engaging membership on the development of
a land code. We will continue to post news and events to our community’s quarterly newsletter, so be sure to check our website and
Facebook for more information. Stay tuned for more information on our upcoming band election on June 23, 2014.

Broadening horizons: Shyla Quock studies in Sweden
Shyla Quock, 15, is a Tahltan/Tlingit student who is currently completing Grade
11 at Kelly Road Secondary School in Prince George, BC. Shyla maintains a B
average and is currently planning on completing a portion of her Grade 12 studies
abroad with Shecanas’ High School Abroad program beginning in the fall.
The program is an exchange semester for students between the ages of 15 and
18. Shyla will live with a host family and go to a local high school for five months
in Sweden. This opportunity will broaden her horizons while she learns about a
different country and culture and will allow her to make new friends and become a
more independent person.

	
  

In order to alleviate some of the costs associated with this great opportunity, Shyla
and her family have started fundraising activities. They have put together a raffle
that includes two tickets to see George Thorogood & the Destroyers in April with
two nights’ stay at the Treasure Cove Hotel, plus $100 in spending money.

If anyone is interested in supporting this worthwhile cause, please contact Shyla’s parents, Samantha Wurtak and Stuart
Quock at (250) 962-0084 or (250) 640- 2112.
Shyla is part of a positive trend for Aboriginal students in BC and Canada. According to a new study from the Ministry of
Education, more Aboriginal students are completing high school. Last school year, the six-year completion rate climbed
to just over 59%. It has been on the rise since 2002 and is comparable to the rate of all student graduates, at 83%. The
Ministry says that in Prince George, BC, 56% of Aboriginal students completed high school.
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Remembering Edgar Frank

Edgar Cedric Frank was born in his childhood home in Telegraph
Creek, BC. He was the second-youngest child born to Helen
and Eddie Frank. As a toddler, his Uncle Vernon would sing to
him “Gluna Cho Cluna Cho ducks la” because of the way his
hair looked and as he grew, the name stuck. Helen would say he
was her “little Gluna Cho” because he was such a pack rat.
He started school a year late so he and his little brother Bob
could attend together. Bob was his best friend and his greatest
competition. Eddie would take the boys hunting, and by the time
Brian and Bob would get up, Eddie and Edgar would have the
moose in truck, much to the annoyance of Bob.
Edgar loved to play hockey, it was his first passion and lifelong
love. While in high school in Terrace, he played rep hockey,
practised Tae Kwon Do, and enjoyed sciences. He later moved
to Victoria with Pat, Ken and Bob. Edgar always had an eye
for traditional art. When he was 14, he carved three plaques,
and because he thought they weren’t perfect, he threw them in
the garbage. Pat pulled them out of the garbage and put them
on her wall. When Edgar noticed, he said, “Oh, I was throwing
those away.” Pat said, “No. I’m keeping them.” Over the years,
he would offer to fix them and Pat wouldn’t allow him to, saying
she liked them the way they were.
Edgar finished high school in 1981. In 1986, he was in a
snowmobile accident that resulted in the paralyzation of his left
arm. He was hospitalized for several months.
In 1987, he met Sharon Charlie and they had one son together,
named Aaron Charlie, born August 6, 1988.
Edgar worked in the mines off and on and was later reunited

“He was a kind, loving brother who
was very bright, kind, sensitive, and
always quiet, calm, and collected“

with high school friends Stan Bevan and Ken McNeill, who are
now established carvers trained by master carver Dempsey
Bob. Edgar was hired by Dempsey to paint several major
commissions in progress at the time.
The experience encouraged him to further develop his
passion for painting and carving. Edgar contributed to several
collaborative works showcased all over the world, as well as
single pieces sold to private collectors.
He moved from Terrace and continued his art, working in mines,
operating Ken’s 5-4, and working for fisheries. Throughout his
life, he would help take care of others, this included Carol and
Brian when he was a teenager, Shannon and Jeff when he was
a young adult, his parents in his late thirties, and from time to
time, he would babysit his grandnieces Jordan and Faith.
In his latest days, he could be seen walking in Telegraph Creek,
working odd jobs for the band, carving and tinkering in the shop
with Kenny, and attending church. He will be greatly missed – he
was a kind, loving brother who was very bright, kind, sensitive,
and always quiet, calm, and collected.
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Klappan Strategic Initiative Dease Lake
Job Fair

On March 14, 2013, the province of
BC and the Tahltan Nation signed a
Shared Decision-Making Agreement.
The agreement outlines how the Tahltan
and the province will collaborate and
engage on land and resources in
Tahltan territory, with the purpose of
fostering an effective, respectful and
enduring government-to-government
relationship. Within the agreement, the
Province and the Tahltan will engage on
certain “strategic topics.” Land use and
management of the unique values in the
Klappan area was identified as one of
these strategic topics.
In September 2013, the Klappan
Strategic Initiative (KSI) was formed
collaboratively with the Tahltan
Central Council leadership and senior
representatives from multiple ministries.
The KSI is guided by a Terms of
Reference that was signed by Tahltan
and BC on September 4, 2013.
The purpose of the KSI is to develop
joint recommendations that will be
provided to both the Tahltan and
provincial decision makers for land-use
direction and management for the future
of the Klappan while addressing the
economic interests and values important
to both the Tahltan and the province.
Under the KSI, a Technical Working
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Group (TWG) was formed to write a
technical report to aid the discussions
and help inform the establishment
of a shared set of management
goals, objectives and criteria to guide
future decisions. The TWG will also
have discussions around the various
management options and tools available
for land management in the Klappan.
The TWG has representatives from both
the Tahltan and the Province, and has so
far held two informational open-houses
in Telegraph Creek and Iskut.
The KSI discussion underway is specific
to the Klappan and does not include
broader discussion on exploration in
general and development in other areas.
The TWG fully understands the
importance of the area to local
communities, and is doing its best
to ensure there are opportunities for
feedback and comments through a
series of community meetings and
open houses. The first for community
input occurred in Telegraph Creek and
Iskut on February 4 and 5, 2014. The
next opportunities for community input
are scheduled for April 9 to 11 in the
communities. The Tahltan community
representatives on the TWG will work
closely with community members to
ensure their input is incorporated into
the technical report.

The Tahltan Central Council is pleased
to host the fourth annual Dease Lake
Job Fair on Saturday, April 12th, 2014 at
the Dease Lake Elementary Secondary
School from 10 am to 4 pm.
The Dease Lake Job Fair will bring together
employers, education and training
providers, and funding organizations so
people can find information about:
current and future training opportunities
from employers;
current employment opportunities and
how to apply for them;
education, tickets, certifications and
licences required for those opportunities;
education and training providers who
offer these programs and courses; and
funding organizations to apply to for
financial aid.
Packages will be put together for youth
that will include information about
careers in mining, run-of-river hydroelectricity projects, and other career
and employment opportunities available
locally.
The TCC is also creating an exercise
for the youth to complete at the job fair,
with prizes for youth who choose to
participate.
We hope to see you there!

Kevin Johnstone - award-winning
conservation officer

Kevin Johnstone, grandson of Mary
and John Williams, knew he wanted to
be a conservation officer since he was
15 years old. Kevin grew up in a small
community, and the local conservation
officer would take him on patrols and
show him what conservation officers
did. He pursued his career path by
first completing a college diploma,
then getting a job in the Renewable
Resource department with the Ministry
of Environment after he graduated.
That was over 20 years ago. Since
then, Kevin’s career in conservation has
taken him to many areas of the province
-- including Whitehorse, where he
worked for a few years in the Fisheries
department, and Watson Lake, Herschel
Island, Whitehorse and his hometown of
Ross River, where he worked for several
years. Kevin is now settled in Mayo,
Yukon as the district conservation officer,
enforcing wildlife, fishing and trapping
regulations, dealing with nuisance
wildlife, and doing public education
When Kevin found out he had won the
Aboriginal Employees’ Award of Honour
from the Yukon Government in 2013, he
was quite surprised.
“To win that award, people have to
nominate you. They have recognized

you and what you have achieved. It’s
nice to be recognized by your peers,
that was quite an accomplishment and
honour.”
Kevin was nominated by his immediate
supervisor for the award, which
recognizes the accomplishments of
outstanding Aboriginal employees in the
Yukon government.
“It is a privilege to present the 2013
Aboriginal Employees’ Award of Honour
to these deserving employees,” Public
Service Commissioner Currie Dixon
said. “The award recipients have unique
roles within the public service that make
positive contributions to our organization
and to their communities.”
In 2013, Kevin was also awarded
a Peace Officer Exemplary Service
Medal for 20 years’ service. The
medal recognizes peace officers who
have served in an exemplary manner,
characterized by good conduct, industry
and efficiency. He was also recognized
with a long-service award from the
Yukon Government.
Over the past two decades, Kevin has
encountered many interesting situations.
“I enjoy the work I do, it’s very diverse,”
he said. “From dealing with nuisance

wildlife to bears to poachers, there are
always new files to work on and every
day is different, which is nice.”
Kevin loves his job because he enjoys
being outdoors and likes knowing
his work makes a difference for
communities and the environment, and
that people appreciate what he does.
His job is to protect and conserve
resources for future generations.
Conservation is about taking an active
role in managing big game hunting,
fishing, trapping, and dealing with other
environmental issues, such as pollution.
The field of conservation has changed
a lot since Kevin first started. Twenty
years ago, he’d get out with his ticket
book and spend a lot of time in the bush
doing patrols. Now as technology has
evolved, more time is spent in the office,
more people are reporting issues, and
leads can come in through Facebook.
There has been a big shift in public
thinking and there is much more focus
on environment than there was when
Kevin first started.
				
The Yukon has a population of
approximately 36,000 people living
across a large territory, and there are
16 field officers for conservation.
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37th annual Kilrich/Northern Yukon Native
Hockey Tournament

Many Tahltans headed to Whitehorse last month for the 37th
Annual Kilrich/Northern Yukon Native Hockey Tournament that
took place from March 28 to 30.
“Last year, out of all the teams, four were entirely Tahltan and
there were only a few of the 42 teams involved that did not have
Tahltans playing,” said Jeanie Dendys, who is in her second
term as president of the Yukon Indian Hockey Association.

“Also, several past presidents and board members are Tahltan.”
She said they featured a new Alano Edzerza clothing design on
their merchandise this year.
We look forward to sharing tournament results for the Iskut
Wolverines, the Tahltan Selects, and the Tahltan Beardogs in
the next issue of the TCC newsletter.

BC Winter Games athlete Wynona Creyke
Wynona Creyke, 14, has been playing hockey since she was
seven years old. This year, she represented northwest BC and
the Tahltan at the BC Winter Games in Mission, BC. She was one
of two First Nations girls on the team.
Wynona loves everything about hockey, including the
atmosphere, the competitiveness, and the overall hockey culture.
She has played on teams representing her town of Smithers, and
played on the PeeWee rep team, one of only two girls. She also
made the Bantam rep team and was the only girl on that team.
Wynona was the very first recipient of the top female hockey
player award in the Smithers minor hockey league. This award
was for the 2012/2013 season.
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Grand opening of the Chief Louis Arena

The Chief Louis Arena started with the
thought of covering Iskut’s existing
hockey rink with a steel building, as the
plans to build a rink were deemed too
expensive at the time. However, after
Iskut spent some time finding a building
that could serve to cover the arena, a
community meeting was held and the
band decided they wanted something
bigger and more functional.
As the idea for the project grew, so did
the estimated cost of construction. With
the help of external funding, Iskut was
able to build the arena and provide a
boost in the local economy. Projects like
this help ensure money is earned and
spent within the community.
“This arena is proof that with the right
management, and the right people, First
Nations can achieve success without
depending on AANDC for funding,” said
Calvin Carlick, economic development
officer for Iskut. “This project was the
best investment for our community
because there are benefits for everyone.
From kids and their parents, to Elders,
this building is a source of pride for our
whole community.”

“

This project was the
best investment for our
community because
there are benefits for
everyone. From kids and
their parents, to Elders,
this building is a source
of pride for our whole
community.

The project was scheduled to be
completed last year, but when the
weather got colder, the band decided
to delay construction to ensure the
highest-quality finished product.
Chief and Council named the building
after Chief Louis Louie, who passed on
last year. “Chief Louis was a true leader
of our community and we felt naming
the arena after him would honour his
memory and legacy,” said his successor,
Chief Marie Quock. “Chief Louis served
our community for so many years, and

we wanted to recognize him for his
dedication to our people.”
The new arena is wider than an NHL
rink, but 10 feet shorter. The building
is big, with a heated mezzanine, two
change rooms, and a newer, previously
owned Zamboni. The building was
also constructed with plans for an ice
plant that could be hooked up without
interrupting anything, allowing the
building to be more functional for a
variety of uses. The new arena will be a
great source of pride for the community
for generations to come.
The opening of the arena was focused
on the community’s children, who
were all given hockey sticks. Pucks
were handed out to commemorate
people who have passed on who
were passionate about the project.
Commemorative banners were also
hung, and donors, Chief and Council,
and other people who contributed to the
project were recognized. Later, a dinner
was held followed by a mini-hockey
tournament, which was a huge success
with everyone getting into it and having
a great time.
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Jaylene Soegard earns spot on Team
BC for basketball

Jaylene Soegard, 17, made Team BC
for basketball and will compete at the
Regina 2014 North American Indigenous
Games (NAIG) in Regina, Saskatchewan
from July 20 - 27, 2014.

Following an extensive province-wide
selection process, the top basketball
athletes were chosen to represent

In a letter to Jaylene, Team BC said,
“This incredible honour was earned
through your dedication and passion
for sport excellence and you should feel
very proud. As a Team BC athlete, you
will not only be representing the province
of BC, but your community, Nation and
family as well.”

“

Jaylene started playing basketball in
elementary school with her dad when
she was seven years old. Jaylene’s
mother is Val Soegaurd, and her
grandmother was Pearl Turner, née
Inkster. Jaylene hopes to attend the
University of the Fraser Valley (UFV) and
continue to play basketball. She enjoys
the competitiveness of basketball, and
thinks it’s fun and a great way to meet
new people.

BC and their communities. NAIG is
an international multi-sport event that
highlights the cultural, spiritual and
athleticism of First Nations athletes
from across North America. Team BC
is made up of 500 Aboriginal athletes
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Playing basketball
has given Jaylene
opportunities
to travel, meet
new people, and
experience other
cultures.

and coaches competing in 13 different
sports.
Approximately 5,000 athletes and
coaches will participate in this
international, multi-sport event, providing
athletes and spectators the opportunity
to enjoy sports, cultural unity and pride.
Playing basketball has given Jaylene
opportunities to travel, meet new
people, and experience other cultures.
Two years ago, she travelled to Japan
and got to play seven games. It was a
unique experience that included sightseeing and learning about Japanese
culture. This past July, Jaylene travelled
to Chicago to play basketball with the
Junior Cascades, a girls’ club basketball
team developed by the women’s varsity
coaching staff at UFV.
Jaylene’s family is very proud of her and
is pleased that Jaylene, who also plays
lacrosse, rugby and volleyball, will be
representing the Nation in this unique
experience.

Seabridge Gold KSM project update

Seabridge Gold is proposing to build
the KSM Project, a copper-silver-goldmolybdenum mine, 65 kilometres north
of Stewart, BC. In order to receive
permission to build the mine, Seabridge
had to apply for an Environmental
Assessment (EA) Certificate. Following is
their update:
We have been working on our application
for the EA Certificate for six years, and
our KSM Project has been in the review
stage of the process for approximately
14 months. The review stage requires
input from the BC Environmental
Assessment Office (BC EAO), the
Canadian Environmental Assessment
Agency (CEAA), and from First Nations
and government agencies.
We are in the process of answering
questions about our application most
recently submitted by Working Group
members. The Tahltan Heritage
Environmental Assessment Team
(THREAT) is among those who have
asked questions.

Once we have answered the remaining
questions, we will participate in one
more set of Working Group meetings to
ensure members have their questions
answered. After this is complete, the BC
EAO will make recommendations to the
BC Minister of Mines and the BC Minister
of Environment, and the CEAA will make
recommendations to the Canadian
Environmental Minister regarding
environmental assessment approval.
We expect the Ministers will make their
decision on the KSM Project later this
year. It is important to know the Ministers’
approval means that the project has been
approved in principle, that it can operate
without causing significant environmental
effects, and that it can proceed to the
permitting phase. During the permitting
phase, additional data be collected and
reported to ensure permitting-related
questions are answered.
Over the last six years, we have spent
approximately $200 million to ensure
our application is based on sound

science and addresses the concerns
of First Nations and local communities.
We are confident we can build and
operate the KSM Project in a responsible
and sustainable manner that protects
waterways, fish and wildlife. We also
believe the KSM Project will provide
economic benefits in the form of tax
revenues for infrastructure development,
new jobs and substantial business
opportunities to those living in the
northwest, including the Tahltan people.
We welcome questions or comments
about the KSM Project. Please email
ksm_community@seabridgegold.net.
You can also call our Smithers office at
250.847.4704 or visit the project team
at 1235 Main Street. In Dease Lake, you
can phone at 250.771.3301 or visit Block
D, Highway 37 (Service BC Building).
Seabridge and the KSM Project team
look forward to continuing to work
together with the Tahltan Nation to build
strong, healthy and prosperous Tahltan
communities.

Red Chris mine community meetings
Provional dates for Red Chris mine
community meetings have been set.
The meetings are to update you on
the progress of the mine, find out what
the mine means for you, and to hear
from leadership about what a proposed
impact benefit agreement might look like.

Sat April 12, 9am-12pm: Prince George
Sat April 12, 6-9pm: Fort St John
Sun April 13, 2-4.30pm:Telegraph
Creek
Mon April 14, 5-8pm: Dease Lake
Tue April 15, 10am-12pm: Red Chris

Tue April 15, 5-8pm: Iskut
Weds April 16, 5-8pm: Whitehorse
Mon April 28, 5-8pm: Smithers
Tues April 29, 5-8pm: Terrace
Weds April 30, 5-8pm: Prince Rupert
Thurs May 1, 5 - 8pm: Vancouver
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Congratulations Tahltans!
Dakota Kalkman and Crystal Noskiye are pleased to announce the birth of
their baby girl 								
Deklyn Emma Judy Kalkman							
Born in Dawson Creek on February 22, 2014				
Weight: 6 lbs, 1 oz								
Grandparents: Kathy Kalkman, Rob Kalkman, Terrilyne Sampson

Social media
craze: Winter
Challenge 2014!

Congratulations to Stephanie Asp and Shawn Hawkins on the birth of their
baby girl
							
Alaia Krista Shay Hawkins-Asp						
Born at Whitehorse General Hospital on February 5, 2014			
Weight: 6 lbs, 10 oz							
Length 49.5 cm
Shaun and Shana Dennis are happy to share the birth of their baby boy		
Shaun Fletcher Thomas Dennis							
Born on February 11, 2014						
Weight: 9 lbs, 3 oz							
Length: 22 inches
Congratulations to Lacey Creyke, who graduated from the Indigenous
Studies Diploma program at Camosun College and is now in her third year
of a First Nations Studies degree at Vancouver Island University.
Here are some of our Tahltan members
braving the elements in the 2014 Winter
Challenge!

New Tahltan children’s book: 		
“How We Got Our Fish”
The first in a series of Tahltan children’s books is almost
complete and will be published in the summer.
Called “How We Got Our Fish,” the book is based on
a story told by one of our Ancestors, Emma Brown. It
is being transcribed in our Tahltan language by Angela
Dennis.
This picture shows the first of the images to be ready for
the book by Tamara Skubovius.
Once published, copies of the book will be distributed across the Tahltan Nation.
Funding for the book has been provided by the Pregnancy Outreach Program in
Dease Lake and Success by 6.
For more information about the book, contact Judy Thompson
(judithcthompson@gmail.com) or Odelia Dennis (odquock@hotmail.com).
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“Winter Challenge 2014” swept across
Facebook during the month of March.
The challenge included jumping into a
cold lake, river or the ocean and dunking
all the way under the water. Once a
person emerged, they challenged their
friends and family to do the same within
24 hours.
Other variations included doing a snow
angel if there was no water nearby
but there was snow on the ground.
Historically, it was common practice
for First Nations people to take part in
a ceremony similar to the challenge as
part of a cleansing ritual, but usually it is
private.
We were pleased to see so many people
participate in the challenge and share
their videos on Facebook for us all 		
to see.

