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Unwanted Sheslay mining exploration 
causes Tahltan protest

In July, I travelled with a group of Elders out to Sheslay to 
protest about mining exploration work there by mining 
company Doubleview.

The Tahltan Nation has not agreed to this work, and 
Doubleview was asked in May stop work there.  We 
are not opposed to all exploration activities and 
developments, but we will make sure certain areas, such 
as Sheslay, remain protected for our future generations.

Together we danced, sang, and prayed at the drill site 
and at the camp; we also promised to continue to work 
together to keep Sheslay safe. Meduh to our Elders 

(Alice Hamlin, Kitty Brown, August Brown, Nancy 
McGhee) and our Vice President, Heather Hawkins, for 
coming together  for the trip. We all took turns speaking 
to the company respectfully and made it 100% clear that 
the Tahltan people are not going to support exploration 
or mining activities in Sheslay. Our Elders spoke of the 
area's history and pointed to the hunting grounds, 
birthplaces and burial grounds of their relatives and our 
Ancestors.

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE
Tahltan Nation,

This summer marks my first year as 
President of the Tahltan Nation and I 
am extremely grateful and honored 
that the Tahltan people allowed 
me to serve in this role. The Tahltan 
Central Government has worked 
diligently all year long and our team 
is excited to achieve further success 
in the coming year.  

The summer is always an amazing season in Tahltan Territory 
as it brings so many people back to the homeland to 
participate in the fishing season and other cultural activities. 
This year’s Annual General Assembly (AGA) in Telegraph Creek 
marked the 25th anniversary of our central government and 
we had an excellent turnout. One highlight of the AGA was 
the signing of our protocol with the Tahltan Band and Iskut 
Band. Our three governments are committed to a shared 
vision of co-operation, decision-making and sharing benefits 
amongst the Tahltan people. We also invited our Kaska and 
Tlingit neighbors to Telegraph Creek where all three nations 
made a commitment to continue working together on issues 
that impact all our communities. Lastly, the AGA supported 
the implementation of an Elders’ Council and we were able to 
update several important bylaws to evolve and improve our 
government.  

The Tahltan Nation has been very involved with the Provincial 
Government and Industry over the past several months to 

ensure we balance economic prosperity and environmental 
protection in our territory. We issued an open letter to three 
companies in the Sheslay region and explained to the world 
that mining in certain areas will not be tolerated. We are 
willing to sit down with the Province to discuss a consent-
based regime around land-use in Tahltan Territory to ensure 
the Province, Industry and the Tahltan Nation create an 
environment with more certainty and respect for one another. 
Similarly, the Tahltan Nation is working closely with the 
Kaska and Tlingit to ensure the Province improves hunting 
regulations, enforcement and safety in Northern British 
Columbia.  

 I want to acknowledge our recent Tahltan graduates and was 
happy to see them showcased in this newsletter. Our Nation, 
communities, families and leaders are all very proud of the 
graduates and wish them well with the next chapter in their 
lives. 

Lastly, I want to welcome all the new Tahltan babies into the 
Nation and acknowledge the tremendous loss of three highly 
respected Elders.

Nedishchā,  
Chad Norman Day, President

Tahltan Central Government

PRESIDENT 'S  MESSAGE
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W ELCO M E  N E W  TAH LTAN S
We would like to welcome all of the new Tahltans born recently

Welcome Thayer Freddie Mas Jackson

Birthday: June 22, 2015

Weight: 7lbs 14oz

Proud Parents: Stephanie Nole & Mas Jackson

Welcome Aspen Maryann Springs

Birthday: June 19, 2015

Weight: 7lbs 6oz

Proud Parents: Natalia Dennis & Todd Springs 

Welcome Avery Jane Ovington

Birthday: May 18, 2015, 

Weight: 8lbs 13oz

Proud Parents: Kaitlyn Louie & Nathon Ovington

Welcome Regan Smith Asp

Birthday: June 2, 2015

Weight: 8lbs 7oz

Proud Parents: Aaron Asp & Renee Asp

Welcome Lyric Angelina Olivia Burger

Birthday:  May 5, 2015

Weight:  9lbs 11oz

Proud Parents: Alisha Burger & Jamie Carpenter

Welcome Bradley Arthur Cole Feldman 
Birthday: June 26, 2015

Weight: 9lbs 10oz

Proud Parents: Danielle Nole & Rory Feldman

Welcome Sateya Nahlin Whonnock Edzerza 
Birthday: June 8, 2015

Weight: 7lbs 7oz

Proud Parents: Alano Edzerza & Martina Whonnock

Welcome Kai James Holdworth

Birthday: June 15, 2015

Weight: 6lbs 14oz

Proud Parents: Kim Frank & Edwin Holdworth

Welcome Cienna Lee Smith

Birthday: July 22, 2015

Weight: 6lbs 6oz

Proud Parents: Robyn Day & Kevin Smith

Welcome Jasper Tailor Nolan Bob

Birthday: July 28, 2015

Weight: 8lbs 7oz

Proud Parents: Amanda  Snoeys & Lorgan Bob Jr

Welcome Meadow Joy Dawn-Dre Louie

Birthday:  July 25, 2015

Weight:  8lbs 6oz

Proud Parents: Ecco Watson  & Kyle Louie

Did we miss someone?

If we missed your baby, please let us know. Contact 
communications@tahltan.org and we will include them 
in our next newsletter. Meduh!
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Ashlee Hunter

When I was in junior high school, I decided to 
become a Junior Volunteer ('candy striper') and 

this carried on until I graduated from high school.  Right after 
high school, I went onto post secondary school to pursue my 
nursing career.  In 2002, I graduated from the University of 
Alberta with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing.

Prior to going into nursing, I would encourage someone to 
volunteer or shadow a nurse just to make sure it is the right 
career for them. Although, it can be a demanding job at times, 
the satisfaction of helping others far outweighs the negatives. 
Nursing is a great career because there are so many areas that 
you can choose to specialize in and it can open so many doors 
for you, whether you want to do travel nursing or stay close to 
family in your own community.

C AR EER  PR O FI LE:  TAH LTAN S  W H O  AR E  C AR EG I V ER S
Several Tahltans have chosen careers in nursing and shared their thoughts on this caring, healing 
career path:

How to become a Registered Nurse?
The Northwest Community College offers a four-year Northern 
Collaborative Baccalaureate Nursing Program providing entry into the 
registered nursing profession. Please contact Eleanor Caissie, email: 
ecaissie@nwcc.bc.ca for more information. 

Nancy Norby-Quock

I started at the Yukon College to get the 
upgrading I needed to go into nursing school. 

I entered the nursing program at Malaspina University in 
September, 1993. I graduated with distinction with a  Bachelor 
of Science (BSc)  in Nursing in 1997. Upon graduation I moved 
back to Whitehorse for my first nursing position at the 
Whitehorse General Hospital. Then I got a nursing position as 
a Community Health Nurse. In 2002, I came to Telegraph Creek 
to work in the Nursing Station.

The advice I’d give to other Tahltan members who want to 
become a nurse is to go for it! Nursing is the best career. It is 
very diverse. You can spin the globe, point and you can work 
there as a nurse. We need more Tahltan people in the Nursing 
profession - Tahltan people caring for our own.

Melanie Zieffle

I moved from Fort St John to Red Deer when 
I was 10 years old. For five years I worked as a 

unit clerk, which is a medical secretary who works closely 
with nurses, doctors, and patients. The job gave me a lot of 
interaction with the doctors and patients, allowing me to see 
first hand what nurses do. I knew that I loved the medical field 
and that nursing would be a great fit for me. I was motivated 
to return to school, to pursue nursing so that I could show my 
daughter that with hard work and a lot of determination you 
can achieve anything.

After four long years of school, I am ready to enter the next 
phase of my journey. I have a full-time position on the Stroke 
and Neurology unit at the Red Deer Regional Hospital. I am 
very excited to begin this next chapter in my life.

Georgette Kopp

I graduated with a BSc in Nursing  from UNBC in 
May 2010 and worked primarily in community 

health nursing in the communities of Iskut, Kitselas, and the 
Northern Mobile Diabetes Program. I currently work at the 
Red Chris Mine as a health & safety officer. I plan to return to 
nursing one day and hope to specialize in occupational health 
nursing. 

My advice to anyone wanting to be a nurse: school will be 
challenging, but it has to be, because what you will deal 
with is more challenging. If it’s what you want, remember, 
never give up. Time management is important, but so is life 
management. Although you are feeding your brain, never 
forget your soul. Also to those that think they are too old, or 
those that think because they have children they can’t do it: 
you can. Good luck! I hope to see more Tahltans pursuing 
careers in the medical field. 

Other Tahltans working in nursing careers are:

Amy Day Alexa Stang Geraldine 
Quock

Nith-Tay-Yea 
Edzerza

– 4 –

CAREERS



HEALTHY AC TIVE TAHLTANS

Wynona Creyke

Wynona was one of twenty young women selected to represent the Northern BC zone.

Wynona Creyke, 15, has been playing hockey since she was 
only seven years old. Wynona is from the Crow Clan; she is the 
daughter of Dayle and Troy Creyke and granddaughter of Gaye 
Frocklage and Bruce and Louise Creyke. 

The Smithers Secondary high school student is a driven 
athlete who played in the 2015 Female BC Cup, held April 2-5 
in Salmon Arm. The competition featured the top 20 female 
youth athletes from each of the eight zones of BC. Out of the 
42 who tried out, Wynona was one of twenty young women 
selected to represent the Northern BC zone. They are waiting  
evaluations of their performance at the competition.

When asked why she is so passionate about hockey, Wynona 
mentioned that she loves “the vibe of it, the friendships you 
make...” She really enjoys “being on the ice. It’s a place away 
from everything else”. After high school, Wynona plans to go 
to university, and thinks it would be great if she could get a 
hockey scholarship. Congratulations, Wynona – you make  
us proud!

 Elliott H. Brown

 "Suffer the pain of discipline or suffer the pain of regret."

Elliott Brown is from Crow Clan. His 
mother, Terri Brown, is from the 
Carlick Family. He works with the 
youth at the recreational centre in 
Telegraph Creek, and also teaches 
guitar. Besides that, he works for 
Tahltan Band. His favourite sport is 
hockey. 

He became really sick last year 
around Halloween. The doctors told him that in order to turn 
his life around he had to start eating better and getting more 
exercise. After that, he made a decision to change his life - but 
not before he went out and had one last unhealthy meal of a 
burger and fries. The next day he dropped all sugar from his 
diet. No pop, candy or ice cream. He cut a significant portion 
of carbs from his diet too.

In January, he started going to the gym. And even though 
frequent trips to the hospital had drained all his strength and 
he was embarrassed lifting only light weights, he insisted to 

work out three and four times a week. He lost 22 pounds in 6 
weeks and won the weight loss competition held by Tahltan 
Health. Last fall he weighed over 360 pounds and after six 
months he lost almost 70 pounds. 

His strength training and his weight loss were now starting 
to come together and he realized that his training entered 
a new cycle of having more muscle than fat. Now he only 
has another 15 pounds to lose until he can discontinue his 
medication and, according to doctors, will not have to worry 
as much about his health.

Sharing his experience about how he felt during those difficult 
times, he said: ”having sore muscles all the time drives me 
crazy. Also being depressed from eating healthy is something 
you never hear about - the depression comes in waves. If 
you're going to make a change on being healthy, start your 
diet tomorrow. But stay committed 100%. Don't cheat on your 
diet and don't skip workouts. The only bad workout is the 
one that didn't happen. Also, find motivation in what you are 
doing. Suffer the pain of discipline or suffer the pain of regret.”
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Congratulations, Colton Callbreath
Dease Lake School 

Enjoys both sledding and riding dirt bikes and 
hopes to become a mechanic in the future.

Congratulations, Shayl Lee
Dease Lake School 

Next year, he is planning on lighting up the 
men’s hockey league in Dease Lake while 
continuing his studies.

Congratulations, Kyla Loverin
Dease Lake School 

Will be attending Thompson Rivers University 
to study General Arts in September; is hoping to 
become a registered nurse in Dease Lake.

Congratulations, Cameron Tashoots
Klappan School & Dease Lake School 

Is planning to study General Arts at Royal College 
in Calgary and eventually hopes to become a 
geologist.

Congratulations, Devrin Henyu
Klappan School & Dease Lake School 

Is known for his quiet, polite demeanor, and 
is planning to return to school next year to 
complete his studies.

Congratulations, Ty McLean
Klappan School & Dease Lake School

Enjoys camping and other outdoor activities. 
Ty is planning on working this summer and is 
considering post-secondary studies in the future.

Congratulations, Ray Henyu
Klappan School & Dease Lake School 

Next year, Ray is considering taking a year off and 
eventually pursuing post-secondary studies.

Congratulations, Mick Dennis
Klappan School & Dease Lake School 

Most enjoyed taking guitar classes and History of 
Rock and Roll and trying to engage his teachers in 
long conversations on history and music. Next year 
Mick is considering taking post-secondary studies.

Congratulations, BabyJane Tashoots
Dease Lake School 

Enjoyed learning photography during her time as 
a student. After completing her Dogwood, she is 
planning to take some time off.

Congratulations, Alex Carlick
Smithers Secondary & Dease Lake School 

Enjoys snowboarding camping, and many other 
outdoor activities. Next year he will begin working 
towards getting his welding tickets.

Congratulations  to  al l  the Tahltan Graduates!

A huge congratulations to all of the Tahltans who have graduated this summer, and to their proud families 
and friends for support. Finishing school is the beginning of a new chapter in your lives and we are excited 
and hopeful for your futures.

No matter where life takes you, you will always be Tahltan - something no-one can take away from you.
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Congratulations, Alanna Dennis
Klappan School & Dease Lake School 

Has been accepted to Thompson Rivers 
University and would like to study psychology.

Congratulations, Zina Swenson
Dease Lake School 

Plans to apply to Brigham Young University in 
Idaho to become an optometrist or author, and 
continue developing her skills in piano, voice 
and art.

Congratulations, Weston Creyke 
Smithers Secondary & Dease Lake School  

Has a love for hockey, and is a top student. Next year 
he will be attending UNBC to study Health Sciences.

Congratulations, Zachary Louie
Klappan School & Dease Lake School

Zach is considering continuing his schooling next 
year.

Congratulations, Tiffany Beaulieu
Valleyview Secondary

Will be attending UVic Indigenous Language 
Revitalization Program in January 2016.

Congratulations, Casey Muldoe
Dease Lake School 

Is a great athlete. He has been enjoying living in a 
small and quiet community. Next year will attend 
college to become a heavy duty mechanic. 

Congratulations, Talon Hawkins
Parkside Secondary School

Plans to go to the Northwest Community College to 
get some training so he can go into thethe welding 
or electrical trades programs.

Congratulations, Keona Wheeler
Dawson Creek Secondary School

Will be attending Grande Prairie Regional College 
next year to start her Elementary School Bachelors 
of Education in French, and will transfer to the 
University of Alberta.

Congratulations, Kishanda Lawley
Parkside Secondary

Has received an award for Diligence. She plans to 
go to school to get her ECE Certificate and then 
study for culinary arts.

Congratulations, Porsha Abou
Caledonia Senior Secondary School

Plans to be a dental hygienist. She will apply for 
the College of New Caledonia in Prince George for 
September 2016.

Congratulations, Zachary Lawley
Parkside Secondary

Has won several scholarships and awards - 
Outdoor Education, Most Improved Student, 
Diligence and Trades. He plans on taking a year 
off to focus on kickboxing.

Congratulations, Garth Nicholson
Kelly Road Secondary

Planning on going to UBCO to study science in 
September and would like to attend medical 
school in the future. 
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Congratulations, Gayleen Day
Northwest Community College

Graduated with an Associate Degree in Science for the 
Environmental Geoscience Specialization; next step is 
going for a degree in Environmental Science at UNBC.

Congratulations, Carmen McPhee
Northwestern Community College

Has achieved the Diploma of Business Administration. 
Right now she is focusing on looking for employment.

Congratulations, Calvin Carlick
Royal Roads University

Finished his online Bachelor of Commerce in the 
Entrepreneurial Management program. He plans 
to start his MBA at Queen's University in the near 
future.

Congratulations, Deeper Dennis
Capilano University

Achieved Diploma in Indigenous Independent 
Digital Filmmaking and right now is an assistant 
field worker.

Congratulations, Cassandra Puckett 
Wilfrid Laurier University, Kitchener, ON

Recently graduated with a Master of Social Work in 
the Aboriginal Field of Study Program. She plans 
to work within the health and wellness field. 

Congratulations, Megan Rousseau
Pacific Coast School

Wants to work for Red Chris first and then go for 
a trade program in a college when she has saved 
for tuition. 

Congraluations, Isadaya Edzerza
College Heights Secondary 

Going to University of British Columbia Okanagan 
in September for general studies and then UVic the 
following years for child and youth care work.

Congraluations, Jocelyn Edzerza
Caledonia Senior High
Going to Northwest Community College to continue 
his studies while working at MacCarthy GM part-time 
to gain work experience. 
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2015 ANNUAL GENER AL ASSEMBLY -  A  YEAR OF CHANGE!
Tahltans agreed to many changes at the 2015 Annual General Assembly (AGA). This is a summary of the changes agreed.

Name Change 
The name of the Tahltan Central Council will be changed to 
the Tahltan Central Government (“TCG”), effective upon the 
B.C. Corporate Registry accepting the name change. 

Increase Board Term to Three Years
The length of term of the Board of Directors of the TCG will be 
extended from two years to three years. This change will apply 
to the Board of Directors appointed or elected at the  
2016 AGA. 

Nominations
In order to run for a TCG Executive Committee position, a 
candidate will be required to submit a nomination letter 
signed by 10 other full adult members of the TCG at least 
90 days in advance of an election year AGA. Prior to this 
amendment, candidates for an Executive Committee position 
could nominate themselves by submitting a letter 21 days in 
advance of an election year AGA.

To ensure that members have sufficient notice of these 
new nomination requirements, the TCG will post a “call for 
nominations” in the post offices of Telegraph Creek, Iskut and 
Dease Lake, B.C. at least 120 days in advance of an election 
year AGA.

Executive Committee Vacancies
If the Vice-President or Secretary Treasurer position becomes 
vacant, the position will be filled in the following order: 

•  the person that was the runner up for the position in the 
most recent election will be appointed by the Board to fill 
the position; or 

•  if runner-up is unable to fill the position, then any other 

member of the Central Government, including an existing 
Board member, may be appointed by the Board to fill  
the position. 

 If the President position becomes vacant, the position will be 
filled in the following way:

•  if it is less than one year before the next election, the Vice-
President will fill the position of President until the next 
election; or

•  if it is more than 1 year before the next election, a by-
election will be held for the position of President and the 
winner of the by-election will hold the position until the 
next regularly scheduled election. 

Prior to these changes, the Board would have selected  
another Board member to fill any vacancy in an Executive 
Committee position. 

Executive Committee Roles and 
Responsibilities
The following roles and responsibilities of each member of 
the Executive Committee, and of the Executive Committee 
as a whole, will be added to the bylaws. These roles and 
responsibilities replace the roles and responsibilities that 
existed in the old bylaws: 

President
The President shall:

• be the spokesperson for the Central Government; 

•  be the senior officer responsible for the general operation 
and administration of the Central Government; 

•  supervise the other officers in the execution of their duties; 

•  preside over all meetings of the Central Government, the 
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Executive Committee and of the Board of Directors;

•  have a vote at all meetings of the Central Government, the 
Executive Committee and the Board of Directors;

•  be a member and chair, unless such chair position is 
otherwise delegated by the President or unless such 
position is otherwise held by another member of the 
Executive Committee pursuant to these bylaws, of all 
committees of the Board of Directors; and 

•  hold office until replaced by an AGA or the office becomes 
vacant through resignation, removal, incapacity or death. 

 In addition to the foregoing, the primary responsibilities of the 
President are to: 

• provide strategic leadership to the Board of Directors; 

•  represent the Central Government in the  
negotiation and implementation of government-to-
government relationships;

•  represent the Central Government in the negotiation and 
implementation of agreements with third parties; and

•  report to the Board of Directors with respect to his or her 
responsibilities as senior officer of the Central Government.

Vice-President
The Vice-President shall perform all of the duties of the 
President if the President is unable to act due to absence or 
other incapacity and shall provide support to the President 
and the Board of Directors in fulfilling their applicable 
responsibilities, as directed from time to time. The Vice-
President shall also be responsible for communicating with the 
members of the Central Government regarding the business 
of the Central Government and providing leadership support 
to the Central Government.

Secretary-Treasurer
The Secretary-Treasurer shall, among other duties as may be 
directed by the Board of Directors from time to time, preform 
the following duties: 

• attend meetings of the Central Government, the Executive 
Committee and the Board of Directors and assure that 
accurate records of the proceedings of all such meetings  
are kept;

•  maintain custody of the books and minutes of the Central 

Government and ensure that the Central Government 
remains in good corporate standing; 

•  make available, upon request, copies of the minutes of all 
Board of Directors meetings to any member of the Central 
Government in good standing;

•  be responsible for the proper accounting of funds received 
by the Central Government; 

•  have a financial statement of the Central Government 
prepared each year for presentation to the membership at 
the AGA; 

•  provide quarterly financial statements of the Central 
Government to the Board of Directors;

•  be a member and chair of the “Finance Committee”, or any 
such similar committee as  may be created by the Board of 
Directors from time to time to oversee the financial affairs of 
the Central Government; and 

•  support the administrative staff of the Central Government 
in financial matters as directed by the President or the Board 
of Directors from time to time.

Executive Committee
The President, Vice-President and Secretary-Treasurer 
shall constitute the Executive Committee and shall have 
the responsibility of carrying out the affairs of the Central 
Government on a day-to-day basis. Decisions taken by the 
Executive Committee shall be reviewed by the Board of 
Directors at its next meeting. Each member of the Executive 
Committee shall be responsible for overseeing each other 
member of the Executive Committee in their adherence to 
the Code of Conduct and Confidentiality agreements, as may 
be in place from time to time at the request of the Board of 
Directors, and shall report any related concerns to the Board  
of Directors.

Language Clarification and Restating of Bylaws
The language relating to the structure of the Board and the 
Board’s ability to conduct business while there is a vacant 
position will be clarified. In addition, the spelling of the name 
“Ootheny” will be changed to “Eth’eni”. 

TCG’s legal counsel will make the above changes to the TCG 
Bylaws and submit a new restated set of Bylaws to the B.C. 
Corporate Registry. 
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ELDER PROFILE

Jenny Quock

Reflections on the current state of the Tahltan Nation: then and 
now with Jenny Quock 

In Telegraph Creek, the TCG recently caught up with Jenny Quock, an Elder from 
the Iskut Band, to ask her about the changes she has seen in the Tahltan Nation. She 
fondly reflects on days when everyone spoke Tahltan and members of the Nation 
would be outside fishing and working together.  Since she was eight, Jenny has lived 
in Dease Lake and spent years working closely with the Nation ensuring success for 
years to come.

When asked about the future of the Tahltan language, Jenny was not confident 
about its survival.  She said, “it is so lonely for our language. I wish I could have 
someone sit with me and tell stories in Tahltan.” When asked about why the 
language was failing to survive, she explained, “older people still speak it. It is the kids 
and their parents that don’t anymore. The language won’t continue on”.  Although 
Jenny is pessimistic about the future of the language she sees hope in teaching 
young school-aged children the language saying “I did teach my grandchild and he 
picked it up really fast when he moved from grade 3 to grade 4. My grandson tried 
really hard.”

Jenny recounted days when she and her family would travel to Dease Lake during 
summer months. She told us stories of when she traveled behind her Father, who 
wore a big pack. My Sister or Mother used to say “your Daddy used to pack you and 
Mary together in that pack!” Sadly, current children in the Nation do not have as 
many opportunities to have these inspirational memories. Jenny feels people are too 
focused on technology and social media, and need to get outside and engage with 
the community as they did in the past.

Jenny also has memories of when streams were filled with fish and people made 
traditional teas out of caribou leaves and devil’s leaf.  Jenny’s wise words come 
from years of living off the land and working closely with the Nation. Focusing on 
community and the survival of a uniting language within the Nation would help 
keep memories of the past alive and connect the new generation with the Elders, 
according to Jenny. 

As for parting words and wisdom to the youth of the Nation, Jenny urged young 
boys and girls to change their ways. She said, “please, the Elders really love you. So 
please, no more drugs and no more beer. Just live your happy life; you have a lot of 
happy years left. Be healthy. Go back to hunting. Kill moose and bring meat back to 
your Grandma and Grandpa, they would appreciate it.” 

A recipe from  
Jenny Quock

Traditional Tahltan Moose Roast

Ingredients:

One moose roast

Pinch of salt

Pepper to taste

Any available seasonal spices 

Method:

Boil it or slow cook the meat. 
Season it with spices you have 
on hand or just black pepper and 
salt to taste. Ensure you add a 
little bit of water to the cast iron 
pan. You may cook the roast on 
a small fire for an hour and a half. 
Some people like their moose 
meat half done; it makes it more 
tender and moist.

If you wish to live as long and as 
well as Jenny has, remember to 
go easy on the salt. Jenny said to 
always try to “take honey instead 
of sugar. Also, limit your  
salt intake.” 

SEC TION HEADER
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LEADERSHIP DEVELOPME T ON THE L AND (PART 1)

Curtis Rattray
It was more than a decade ago that I was backpacking in the 
remote and isolated Spatsizi in the heat of the day and the 
weight of the pack was taking its toll. My mind drifted off 
to another place and out of the corner of my eye I saw the 
outline of a person standing behind a tree; when I glanced 
over he was gone. I wondered: "was he even there or was it 
only in my mind?"

When I am on the land I feel the presence of my ancestors, 
a feeling of being watched; it isn’t an eerie feeling, but one 
of comfort. I have learned to accept these encounters and 
their presence even though my rational mind cannot explain 
them. My understanding of the events is through Tahltan 
stories about creation and respect, which help guide my 
understanding of who I am.

The land can teach about Aboriginal and geological history; 
it tells us how it was formed. Science tells similar stories by 
explaining the physical forces of creation, while Aboriginal 
stories explain the spiritual forces. Knowing both means you 
get a more complete picture about what is happening on  
the land.    

It was with this teaching in mind that I developed the Tahltan 
Outdoor Leadership Program in 2005 to expose youth to 
Tahltan culture and identity. Over five years, 25 Tahltan youth 
each backpacked an average 31.2 km for a grand total of 780 
km, which is equivalent to the distance from Dease Lake to 
Burns Lake. One attended four campouts and backpacked a 
total of 78 km.  

I watched young teens gradually mature into young adults 

who helped with the camp chores and took on leadership 
roles. They became more confident in who they were 
as Tahltans. Some took an interest in Tahltan stories and 
engaged in deep conversations about what the stories 
meant to them. Others became interested in nature 
and explored stream banks, flowers along the trail and 
abandoned beaver lodges; some provoked learning by asking 
each other questions about what they were seeing and 
sharing knowledge about nature.

The element of risk helps create an atmosphere of teamwork 
and cooperation. It allowed the youth to open up and show 
who they were with less fear of backlash because they 
were all in an unfamiliar environment that required more 
cooperation. 

Identity Formed from the Earth
Tahltan territory contains the Stikine River and its headwaters. 
It is huge - about 11 percent of BC— and is the highlands of 
northwestern North America, as the region’s two major river 
systems originate here: the Yukon and Mackenzie. It is also 
the headwaters of the Taku, Nass, Skeena and Stikine rivers. 
This land is the crossroads of the drainages to the Arctic and 
Pacific oceans and the Bering Sea. No other place in Canada 
has this diversity of watersheds.

The Tahltan have lived on this land since time immemorial 
and this has created a unique culture that continues to 
inform our Tahltan identity. When youth are on the land they 
learn outdoor skills, leadership and cultural practices. Their 
knowledge of place names supports their understanding of 
their experiences. The stories are the voices of our ancestors, 

CULTURE
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MANAGING OUR LANDS AND RESOURCES - THE LATEST FROM THREAT 

Tahltan Lands Administration
THREAT is working on some strategic planning to support 
our continued work towards a stronger administration.  We 
want to ensure that we are being accountable to both the 
Tahltan leadership and the Tahltan Nation by providing better 
reporting and ensuring that we have people available in the 
communities to answer questions and address concerns. 

On May 31st, we provided a written summary of our progress 
to the board of directors.

Regulatory Review
The Red Chris mine received an amendment to its Environmental 
Management Act (EMA) permit in June.  The review process 
for the EMA permit amendment started in 2014 and included a 
number of additional information requests from the company 
as well as community consultation meetings in Iskut, Telegraph 
Creek and Dease Lake in May 2015.  The permit includes a number 
of commitments regarding water quality including a monitoring 
program for both surface water and ground water, reporting 
requirements to the Province and the Tahltan, independent 
inspections and water quality and discharge limits.  The Metal 
Mining Effluent Regulation Schedule 2 amendment for the  Red 
Chris mine is in the review process with Environment Canada.  A 
second stage of consultation will occur in 2015.

The BruceJack project received its provincial environmental 
assessment certificate earlier this year.  The company, Pretivm 
Resources is currently applying for a number of permits including 
a mines act permit.  THREAT has been involved in the review and 
has participated in the mine development review committee.

Atrum Coal is applying for a permit to extract a bulk sample of coal 
from the Groundhog Coal project.  The company held community 
information sessions in late May in Telegraph Creek, Dease Lake 
and Iskut.  The project is being reviewed by THREAT who also 
participated in the community meetings. 

Moose Survey
The Province and members of THREAT presented moose 
population survey results to Tahltan members at community 
of Telegraph Creek in June.  The meeting was well attended 
with a number of people asking questions about the moose 
population, sex ratios, and density. The information from this 
meeting and the survey will help form future work done by the 
Tahltan and the Province who are committed on addressing 
moose and wildlife management issues in Tahltan territory.

Tailings Review Board
An independent Tailings Review Board for the Red Chris mine 
held its initial meetings the week of June 8th.  These meetings 
were held in Vancouver and at the Red Chris mine site.  The 
Tailings Review Board was a recommendation of the third party 
independent review of the tailings pond conducted by Klohn 
Crippen Berger for the Tahltan Central Council last fall.  The 
Tailings Review Board met with some of the Tahltan leadership 
on June 9th and a member of THREAT participated in the review 
and meetings that week.  The Tailings Review Board provided a 
number of recommendations to improve overall tailings and water 
management operation to the company. A final report including 
these recommendations will be provided to the Tahltan leadership.
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Summer in  Tahl tan Nat ion
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2015 July 27th, Red Chris Co-Management/ Revenue Sharing Signing 
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L ATEST FROM TNDC 

Submitted by : 
Garry Merkel 
President/CEO of TNDC

Your Nation’s business corporation marked our 30th anniversary on 
June 26, 2015. This is a tremendous milestone we can all take pride 
in. TNDC was established on June 26, 1985 by Tahltan visionaries to 
enable our Nation to fully participate in the economic activities and 
development occurring within Tahltan traditional territory and to 
provide employment and training opportunities for members.

A year of celebration
To celebrate this milestone and recognize individuals who have 
played instrumental roles in TNDC’s evolution, we have created a 
special 30th anniversary web page and planned a series of activities 
and events over the next year, which launched with a celebration on 
June 27 in Dease Lake. It was a day of festivities for the community at 
large. We were happy to see many of you there.

With a solid strategy, strong leadership team and industry support, 
we look forward to continuing to build experience and learn into 
the future. I am excited and optimistic for the next 30 years as we 
strengthen our position as the leading business corporation and 
employer of Tahltan members in the territory and bring continued 
prosperity for our Nation.

You can learn more about our history, news, upcoming events 
and see 30th party photos by visiting www.tndc.ca/tndc-30th-
anniversary. We invite you to submit photos from TNDC’s past to our 
office or by email at frontdesk@tndc.ca.
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CO N D O LEN CE S
Sarah Nole was born in Telegraph Creek on August 20th, 1925, and passed away in her home  in Iskut at 12:40am on 
June 2, 2015.

Sarah Nole was a respected, loving and caring Elder. She devoted her life to her family. Along with her husband Loveman Nole, 
they raised six children and helped with numerous grandchildren for 40 + years. In the 60s, they moved to Iskut, where she 
continued to live and teach her culture, passing on the Tahltan language her parents Sophie Dennis and Kishkoosh Tashoots had 
taught her.

She will be remembered for the love she gave to everyone, for her and her husband's hospitality and willingness to help anyone 
to learn our culture. She will be greatly missed by all.

William “Bill” Inkster was born on October 2nd, 1940 in Telegraph Creek.

Bill Inkster was always a proud Tahltan. Uncle Bill lost his father at the age of two, and was raised by his mother and extended 
family in the traditional Tahltan way. They would hunt and fish to sustain themselves. Uncle Bill was adept at snow-shoeing, 
working and training sled dogs, wrangling horses, and setting nets for fishing. He played baseball, skated and skiied.  

At the age of seventeen, Uncle Bill was in an accident while cutting wood for the family which left him paralyzed.  He learned all 
he needed, to drive, to work, and to sustain a very independent life. Anyone who has ever known him, knows that he never let 
his disability define him. 

Wheelchair sports started for Bill in 1959.  Over many years he travelled the world, won countless trophies and played with the 
likes of Eugene Reimer, Pete Colistro, and Rick Hansen. He even played with the legend Terry Fox. He earned a bronze medal in 
archery at the ’76 and ‘80 Paralympics competing in basketball, archery and track.  

In 1996, Uncle Bill moved to Terrace, B.C. to be closer to his family.  He eventually met his sweetheart Dawn Robinson and in 
turn became an important part of her family. He was known as Grandpa to her kids and grandkids. It is easy to see, with all his 
accomplishments, Bill has lived a very special life, but the greatest accomplishment he has had, is the love, kindness, and wisdom 
he has shown to his family, friends and anyone he was in contact with. 

Louie Quock, passed away on June 19th, 2015. We will respect his family's decision and may him rest in peace. 
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If you are not yet a fan of TCG’s  
Facebook Page, please head to 

www.facebook.com/tahltangovernment  
to stay up-to-date with Nation news and 

events, job postings, member  
birthdays, anniversaries, and other 

accomplishments.

If you have any stories that you would like to share for the next newsletter, please email them to  
communications@tahltan.org, or bring in a hard copy to your local band office

Central Government

Special thanks to Curtis Rattray for his photo contribution.


