
 

May 11, 2020 

 
TAHLTAN NATION STAYING THE COURSE IN RESPONSE TO BC’S RESTART PLAN 

 
Despite the Provincial Government’s announcement of their “BC Restart Plan”, the Tahltan Nation 
will stay the course by retaining and following strict preventive measures, which have up to this 
point stopped COVID-19 from reaching Tahltan Territory and our Tahltan communities.  
 
The following measures will remain in place in Tahltan Territory: 
 

1. Hunters, Wildlife Enthusiasts & Non-Residents are asked not to travel to Tahltan 
Territory during this time. No Hunting, Camping or Recreational Activity on Tahltan 
Territory; 
 

2. Access to popular hunting point will be shut down and the Tahltan Central 
Government’s Wildlife Department and our Wildlife Guardians will be patrolling 
Tahltan Territory; 

 

3. Iskut, Dease Lake and Telegraph Creek community members are encouraged to 

continue following all preventive measures that have been implemented by their 

Emergency Management Committee and Tahltan Leadership; and 

4. Essential travel only. 

Said Tahltan Leadership (President Chad Norman Day, Tahltan Central Government, Chief Marie 
Quock, Iskut Band Council, Chief Rick McLean, Tahltan Band Council):  
 
"Keeping our Elders, those with compromised immune systems and all our Nation 
members safe remains our top priority. That is why Tahltan Leadership will keep in place 
the strict preventive measures that have kept COVID-19 outside of our Territory and our 
people safe. 

 
While this may disappoint some, we understand that the right decision is not always the 
popular decision. We believe the right decision is to stay the course, maintain our strict 
preventive measures and ensure our Nation remains safe from the scourge of COVID-19. 
British Columbia has successfully flattened the curve to date, but Tahltan Territory cannot 
afford any curve or outbreak of COVID-19 given our continued challenges.” 
 
Tahltan Territory’s remote location makes this region of BC amongst the most vulnerable in 
Canada. With limited healthcare facilities, a lack of adequate RCMP resources, and large 
numbers of Elders, COVID-19 is a grave threat that the Tahltan Nation takes extremely seriously.  
 
The closest hospital from Tahltan Territory is approximately 600kms away. We have a limited 
amount of aircraft, airport infrastructure, and pilots available for any emergency medical 
evacuations. Our clinics have very limited staff, that we desperately need for our local 
communities and Tahltan people. In fact, there is no longer a functional pharmacy in Tahltan 
Territory during this time.  



About the Tahltan Nation  
 
The Tahltan Central Government (TCG) is the administrative governing body of the Tahltan 
Nation. The Iskut Band and the Tahltan Band continue to govern Tahltan interests with respect to 
the Indian Act. The TCG is the representative government of the Tahltan Nation with respect to 
inherent Aboriginal title and rights. The Tahltan Nation’s Territory spans 95,933 square km of 
Northwest British Columbia or the equivalent of 11 per cent of the province.  
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For further information, please contact:  
 
Gordon Infanti 
Communications Director 
Tahltan Central Government 
604-351-0726 
communicationsdirector@tahltan.org 

 


