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It took nearly six weeks, but the force of dozens of Tahltans who visited or camped out at Mount 
Klappan could not be stopped. On Sept. 23, under enormous public pressure from the people 
there, our leadership, the news media, and supporters such as David Suzuki, Fortune Minerals 
declared it was abandoning its exploratory drill site for now.

In early August, the road to Mount Klappan, recently repaired by Iskut Band Council, was opened 
up, and Tahltan began journeying to the area for hunting and fi shing. That’s when many noticed 
Fortune’s drill equipment, aircraft and employees busily doing mining work. 

Although the work was being conducted under the authority of provincial government permits and 
was exploratory in nature, the activity did not sit well with many of our Elders. Many knew the coal 
mine project, if approved, would destroy our sacred Mount Klappan, and impact more than 40 
square kilometres of our pristine wilderness, potentially poisoning the headwaters of our wild salmon 
rivers, and destroy the lands that our ancestors fought hard to protect.

Continued on Page 4
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I am pleased to share the October 
edition of the Tahltan Central Council 
newsletter. The newsletter will be moving 
to a monthly edition and will continue to 
be an important source of information 
about TCC activities, as well as the 
successes and challenges we face as a 
Nation. As we draw strength from one 
another, the newsletter will also be a 
place to catch up on the success and 
accomplishments of Tahltans.

With this spirit of celebrating each other, 
I congratulate my colleague and long-
time friend Marie Quock on winning the 
election and returning as Chief of Iskut. 
Marie is a strong leader and has been 
instrumental in protecting our land. 

The past few months have been among 
the most challenging times we have 
faced as a Nation. The recent events 
at the Klappan serve as yet another 
example of Tahltan strength and 
determination. I am proud of our people 
who stand up to protect our country. 
You remind us all about how important 
the fi sh, moose and plants are to us and 

our survival. Whether I am President or 
not, I am a Tahltan and I stand beside 
my people and our country. We can all 
learn from those that are taking an active 
stand to protect the water and plants 
that sustain us. I encourage all Tahltans 
to follow the lead of these teachers by 
writing to Stephen Harper and Christy 
Clark to tell them no Enbridge, no 
super tankers and no development 
the Klappan. From north to south 
and east to west, we must unite in the 
protection of our country. 

My role as President is to work through 
all political, legal and other channels to 
achieve our people’s vision of a Klappan 
that is protected from the environmental 
and cultural destruction of open-pit coal 
mines like the Arctos project. I am not 
interested in meeting with Fortune for 
a closed-door meeting that will only be 
construed as an example of their efforts 
to “consult” with us.

I also want our people to know I felt 
personally insulted when Fortune insisted 
on a police escort to speak with our 
Elders and hunters. To treat our people 
as criminals when they are peacefully 
protesting is disrespectful and deeply 
damaging to our relationship with them. 

Fortune has said it has developed a 
deep respect for our people. I can only 
hope this respect will translate into 
real action based on what our people 
want: a Klappan free of open-pit coal 
mines. When Fortune is ready to have a 
discussion that is open to that solution, 
then we will have a good reason to meet.

Even when we win one battle in the 
protection of our land, it seems another 
one is always around the corner. We 
can’t be distracted by everything 
happening around us. We need to focus 

on priorities. In the coming months, 
we will be asking all Tahltans to identify 
achievable goals for this leadership for 
the next two years. 

We are also starting to create our 
Shared Decision Making Process with 
the Government. This process will help 
ensure we have a say in how and when 
the Province of BC gives exploration 
permits and hunting licenses in our 
territory. To start, I am going to insist 
that hunting regulations are changed 
to a limited entry, less time, lottery 
system. This is something I have heard 
from Tahltans time and again. 

Martin Luther King said “Darkness 
will not drive out darkness, only light 
can”. Our Aboriginal title and rights are 
strongest as a collective. Some may try 
to keep us divided. This will only serve to 
limit our ability to exercise our rights. But 
we will not fall for ill-intentioned tactics 
to separate us. We are learning our 
language, culture, reclaiming our spaces 
on our lands, and we are passionate and 
educated. 

My heart is with our people when they 
are on the land at culture camp at 
Klappan/Sacred Headwaters and wish 
safe travels to all people who journey 
to join our people there. I have been 
travelling in our communities and down 
south, gaining support to protect our 
headwaters of the Stikine, Nass and 
Skeena. 

Know this: I love our land, and will 
continue to work and share the 
message that we want protection of 
our Sacred Headwaters. Love you all.

Meduh!

Annita McPhee

President’s Message
Annita McPhee, President of Tahltan Central Council
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Healing hearts for 
residential school survivors
“Welcome Home Ceremony” brought hundreds to Telegraph Creek

Emotions ran high this past summer, 
as Telegraph Creek hosted a four-day 
“Welcome Home” event for Tahltan 
residential school survivors.

There were 500 people that attended 
the event at the Rec Centre as many 
survivors brought their families as well.

The event was organized by Jeanie 
Dendys, Tina VanMierlo, and sponsored 
by the Stikine Wholistic Working Group, 
the Tahltan Health and Social Services 
Authority, and Tahltan Band Council.

More than 100 Tahltan children were 
forced into the residential school system. 
Some went to schools such as La 
Jac, Lower Post, Coudert Residence 
(Whitehorse), Yukon Hall (Whitehorse), 
Dawson City (Yukon), and Grouiard 
(Alberta).

Some of these Tahltan survivors had 
not been back to our territory since their 
removal as children.

Some of the homecoming’s activities 
were joyous - with entertainment, 
humour, and happy reunions. 

Others were painful. A video called “The 
North Boys” - produced by Yukon lawyer 
Laura Cabott - was shown at the Rec 
Hall and caused some to weep.

The documentary chronicled the 
residential school experience of Jimmy 
Dennis and Charlie Tashoots. 

Health Canada provided counsellors 
to be here with us and Lesley du Toit 
conducted “support circles” and assisted 
former students with their grief. 

Lesley worked with Nelson Mandela 
in South Africa with their Truth and 
Reconciliation process.

Jody Nishima, SWWG Coordinator, was 
instrumental with his participation, and 
providing funds through SWWG.

“It was very emotional at times. This 
ceremony was a formal welcome home 
from family members and the Tahltan 
Nation,” said Tahltan band councillor 
Richard (Rocky) Jackson.

Jackson has been listening to Elders talk 
about this painful chapter in our history 
for years, and wrote a song about it.

“The children’s laughter were like music 
to their ears. But when the kids were 
taken, there was a silence in the air,” 
said Jackson, in reference to his lyrics for 
“Welcome Home.” 

“It was an event to say, “welcome back, 
this is where you’re originally from.’”
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Victory in the Klappan

Many Tahltan decided to build a culture 
camp. Then on August 14, the group 
known as the Klabona Keepers issued 
Fortune Minerals a “24-hour eviction 
notice” to exit the Klappan. They 
threatened to block the company’s air 
travel in and out of the area. RCMP 
began a regular presence in the remote 
area that would last many weeks.

TCC President Annita McPhee 
acknowledged the Tahltan’s frustrations 
in a press release at the time.

“I am not surprised that our people are 
taking action against Fortune Minerals, 
we have had concerns with a coal mine 
in the Klappan for many years and our 
people want to see the Klappan/Sacred 
Headwaters permanently protected,” 
wrote Annita.

The escalation of tensions was on top 
of recent leadership concerns that 
the provincial government was “fast-
tracking” this coal project, by reducing 
the environmental approval steps needed 
to make the coal mine go forward. 

Two days later, a meeting at Mount 
Klappan was set between the CEO 
of Fortune Minerals Robin Goad, and 
Annita.

“I sat there, surrounded by my people, 
as Fortune kept saying they have the 
legal right to be there. We don’t think 
they do,” said Annita at the time.

The Fortune Minerals CEO was also 
lectured to by our Elders. Pat Edzerza 
declared, “This is a Sacred Headwater! 
We drink this water! All these plants and 
animals put food on our table. Enough is 
enough!”

For weeks, the protest camp continued. 
Then on September 4, Tahltan members 
began blockading the road leading to the 
Fortune Minerals’ work site. 

“Some of our people asked Fortune 
to leave so that they could create 
the culture camp on Mount Klappan 
without being interrupted by traffic and 
helicopters,” said Chief Marie Quock. 

“Fortune refused to go, so now those 
people have demanded that they leave 
and are blocking the road.”

During that time, Annita had a flurry of 
meetings with lawyers and government 
ministers to seek a resolution to the crisis.

The Liberal government had promised 
in the provincial election to protect the 
Klappan. Annita was trying to hold her 
cabinet to that pledge.

Continued from Page 1



Tahltan Central Council News - October 2013 | 5

Then on September 11, there appeared 
to be a breakthrough. The TCC and the 
Province of B.C. announced the signing 
of the Klappan Strategic Initiative. The 
agreement requires the government 
to listen to Tahltan concerns, and to 
explore options for Klappan’s permanent 
protection.

But a week later, the province released a 
statement, signed by three government 
ministers, saying a mediator was 
appointed to “allow the Arctos project to 
proceed.” 

“I am incensed,” wrote Annita, in a 
subsequent news release. “This is the 
most shocking, appalling and upsetting 
step I have seen from the Province in my 
years on the Tahltan Central Council.” 

The mood at Beauty Camp was likewise 
furious. Tahltan members seized control 
of two Fortune Minerals’ drill rigs, and 
announced their desire to be arrested in 
protest if need be.

Then on September 21, B.C. Mining 
Minister Bill Bennett flew to meet the 
Tahltan, including Annita, at Mount 
Klappan. 

The following day, Tahltan at the camp 
announced they were stepping up their 
blockade, and denying Fortune access 
to their last remaining refuge - their 
tented work camp. The employees were 
told they had to leave.

Finally, on September 23, Fortune 
Minerals declared it would voluntarily 

withdraw its staff. It’s not a total retreat 
however. The company also stated:

“The Company remains 100% 
committed to developing the project 
and Fortune will voluntarily cease its 
summer field program activities and 
withdraw from the project site for several 
months to allow the Tahltan and BC 
Governments to continue their talks.”

“We are grateful for all those that stand 
with us in this trying time. Particularly, 
we want to express our thanks to the 
Skeena Watershed for their unwavering 
support,” said Annita.

“So a breather from the struggle for 
now, while we celebrate what we’ve 
accomplished.”
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Mountain Bike Fundraiser Success

This year, our mountain bike fundraising 
ride from Dease Lake to Telegraph 
Creek took place on July 5, 2013. The 
weather this year cooperated and it was 
a beautiful day for a ride. 

With a record number of 16 riders, the 
group successfully completed the course 
in nine hours, with only two crashes by 
Chief Rick McLean and Elicia from Miller 
Titerle LLP. Both took home a little road 
rash but were otherwise fine.

From Chief McLean
I would like to acknowledge the riders 
who participated: Colin Ball - the 
only Tahltan who rode with me, Jean 
Paquin from Northland Power, Jay 
and Austin Layman from Seabridge 
Gold, Andrew Thrift from Galore Creek 

Mining Corp., Paul Bertrand from 
Mcbike-Terrace, Patrick Lucas from 
David Narin Associates, Meghan and 
Chad France, Elicia Salzberg and Ryan 
Klausing from Miller Titerle LLP, Daniel 
Scott from International Mountian Biking 
Association, Michel Hamilton from our 
local RCMP detachment in Dease Lake, 
and Seb Kemp writer for Bike and Spoke 
magazine.

Also the support people who helped as 
well: Trevor Jang who drove the CFNR 
van as a support vehicle, Ann Ball from 
GCMC who drove a support vehicle 
as well, Telegraph Creek RCMP who 
provided an escort, making it safe for 
the riders, Alice Hamlin and Lorgan Bob 
who prepared the wonderful fish dinner, 
Hazel Callbreath for letting us use the 

Riversong for the supper, Angus Evans 
of 78 Bike Co. who built the bikes at-
cost, which we donated to the Riversong 
to be used as rentals and Alano Edzerza 
who created the art for the bikes.

The goal of this annual event is to 
help local people with unforeseen and 
unexpected costs of medical situations. 
Support from industry and companies 
has been a key to this event’s success 
as fundraisers themselves can be taxing 
on members of our small communities. 

Through the sponsorship provided we 
are now able to help more community 
members, as our event generated 
$83,000 to support families in need. 



Tahltan Central Council News - October 2013 | 7

Dempsey does it again

Our beloved master carver Dempsey 
Bob, a Tahltan and Tlingit artist who is 
world renowned for his art, just received 
the Order of Canada. It is one of the 
highest civilian honours in the country.

“This award is for my wife, Margaret, my 
children, Tanya and David, and for my 
friend Harold Demetzer.”

“The award is [also] for our people, for 
our children and a recognition of our 
beautiful art form,” said Dempsey. 

Dempsey will be invited to receive the 
Order of Canada in a ceremony from the 
Governor General of Canada. 

The distinction is in addition to the 
Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee 
Award he earned earlier this year. 

Dempsey teaches at the Northwest 
Community College Freda Diesing 
School of Northwest Coast Art.

One of his students, Tsesk’iye 
woodcarver Loretta Quock Sort, was 
blown away by Dempsey’s abilities.

“The detail in his [work] was so intricate 
and inspiring. His art comes from what’s 
inside of him.” said Loretta.

Dempsey has been teaching and 
mentoring the craft of carving for 40 
years. His work is seen in airports and 
building all over the world. He has mostly 
carved alder and cedar, but in recent 
years, has turned to bronze.

“Bronze has a different feel to it. It’s new, 
and it’s a challenge to make it good,” 
said Dempsey, in a website statement.

“Our art has to evolve otherwise it will 
die. The old master artists carved bone, 
copper, gold, horn, ivory, silver, stone 
and wood.”

“My great grandfather was a carver, and 
if he were carving today he would have 
‘went to town’ with all the new tools and 
materials,” wrote Dempsey.

Tahltan wood carver earns Order of Canada

Dempsey Bob mentoring students at the Freda Diesing School of Northwest Coast Art in Terrace, B.C.

Dempsey Bob’s carvings at YVR 
airport in Vancouver area.
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Update from Chief Rick McLean

Greetings Tahltans!

The past few months have been very 
busy in our communities and out on our 
land. We have much to be proud of. 
Let me first say that I stand in support 
of those who are that are taking a 
courageous stance against open-pit 
coal mining at Klappan. As part of the 
Nation’s leadership team, the Tahltan 
Band Council (TBC) has been committed 
to many of the initiatives underway 
like the permanent protection of the 
Klappan through the Klappan Strategic 
Initiative, as well as ongoing negotiations 
with Imperial Metals on the Red Chris 
Mine, the extension of the Northwest 
Transmission Line and many of the 
government-to-government working 
groups.

I am pleased to announce that the Chief 
Nannock monument was delivered to 
Telegraph Creek in July and Tahltan 
member Kelly Bapty is working on the 
design drawings for the covered area 
and monument base. Construction is 
scheduled for May 2014.

Recreation centre renovations are 
complete with a new kitchen, entrance, 
foyer, stage, snow stops, down spouts 
and soundboards. Thank you to member 
Randy Merkel and his team at Tuya 
Construction for the very good work! 
And a big thanks to Norman Day for help 
with the electrical.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
welcome our new housing manager, 
Thelma Asp to our team. 

A big welcome also goes out to THSSA 
admin staff to the band office. I am 
pleased with the efforts to work together 
to deliver programs and services to our 
membership. 

Welcome also to Hazel Callbreath-
Sharko. Hazel joins us as the new 
manager of the Stikine Riversong Cafe 
and Lodge, which has just completed its 
first full season under band ownership. 
Although we were not able to open the 
cafe this year, we expect to have it fully 
open for next May.

The Band is also working with the 
regional district to relocate the refuse 
site. Planning is underway with Dr. Tony 

Sparling who has designed many waste 
management sites recently using the 
lastest in recycling practises. 

The TBC has also been working with 
TNDC to hook them into the water 
system in Dease Lake. This project is 
well underway and should be online 
soon. If members are interested in 
topsoil please help yourself - there is a 
stock pile at top of IR #9 where we plan 
on building a garden next summer. 

This year, we are very proud to say TBC 
was able to fund a record 53 post-
secondary students!

Finally, I am pleased to announce that 
The Tahltan Band has applied to and 
been accepted to the First Nations Land 
Management Regime. 

Once we sign the Framework Agreement 
we will be able to develop our own land 
code for reserve lands and unlock the 
economic potential of our land by getting 
out from under the land-related sections 
of the Indian Act and assuming greater 
control over our reserve lands.

Meduh,

Chief –Dun’na eh  
(Rick McLean)
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Tahltan TV: A Tribute to Elder Ways
TV crew shot documentary in our territory this past summer

Retracing his 82-year-old Grandpa’s 
footsteps for an APTN TV shoot in 
Tahltan territory in August was like a 
journey back in time, says director 
Michael Bourquin.

“We built a ‘lean-to’ shelter with Grandpa 
Loveman. We spent a night at Kinaskan 
Lake, and we crisscrossed our Tahltan 
territory by foot - just like he and our 
Elders used to do.”

Michael and his crew were shooting 
scenes for “Dah-Tsiye Kehke - Our 
Grandfather’s Footsteps” - documentary 
to air in 2014. It will be the fi rst Tahltan 
language fi lm to air across Canada.

The crew had to carry heavy High 
Defi nition camera equipment up Klappan 
and Todagin mountains, and hike for 
many hours across the plateaus.

“It was very physical work. Our 
grandparents didn’t have ATVs - they 
walked everywhere.”

“We’re trying to emulate [their] lifestyle.”

The fi lm showcases our past as a 
hunting and gathering people, who 
would walk from place to place in search 
of game, to trap, and to gather soap 
berries and blue berries for example.

“My cousins, my brother Ramsay and 
I have always had a romantic view of 
Grandpa’s lifesyle, and we want to 
revitalize it if we can.”

“We don’t live like that anymore. We’re 
more sedentary. Culture is constantly 
changing and evolving,” said Michael. 

The fi lm-maker is now overseeing the 
editing of their footage at Urban Rez 
Productions in Vancouver.

Michael laments that he and his crew 
just missed, by one day, the start of 
the protest at Mount Klappan against 
Fortune Mineral’s open-pit coal mine 
proposal.

“Being in the Klabona area is absolutely 
breath taking. Unfortunately it is under 
threat. I can’t imagine not being able to 

show my grandchildren the beauty of 
this land [that my] grandfather was able 
to show me,” said Michael.

He hopes documenting our traditional 
ways on TV will help preserve them.

“When people see something on TV 
- they say ‘wow’ - it gives it value and 
truth. It reenforces the importance of our 
culture, and puts it on display for the rest 
of Canada.”

Photos:

Left: Michael Bourquin gets his 
Grandpa Loveman Nole ready for a 
TV shoot on Mount Klappan where 
the Elder hunted his whole life. 

Top Right: Grandpa Loveman 
Nole peeking into the lens of his 
grandkid’s broadcast TV camera.

Bottom Right: Ramsay Bourquin 
holding an audio recording boom 
during a TV shoot on a boat 
skimming across Kluachon Lake, 
near Iskut. 
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Woman of Distinction
Annita McPhee, winner of 2013 Women of the North award
TCC President Annita McPhee was 
honoured last spring at the Women of 
the North Leadership and Business 
Conference held in Prince George on 
April 16, 2013. Annita was awarded 
‘Aboriginal Woman of Distinction’ at the 
conference award gala.

The event provided the opportunity 
to all women across Northern BC to 
connect and network with each other. 
The award gala was meant to recognize 
these women for their hard work and 
achievements throughout their careers, 
and in making northern communities a 
great place to work and live.

As Annita has worked tirelessly to 
improve the lives of all Tahltan citizens, 
we are thrilled that her dedicated efforts 
have not gone unnoticed outside our 
communities. Congratulations Annita!

Update from Chief Marie Quock

I am very honoured to be re-elected 
by acclamation as the Chief for our 
community for the next three years. 

Our arena will be completed by 
November 15, 2013. This year we will 
be relying on cold weather to keep the 
arena ice frozen. Within the next year or 
two we are hoping to have artificial ice. 
Our community is really looking forward 
to the opening of the arena and to play 
and watch hockey games!

To be a leader during this time with the 
amount of resource development that 
is happening in Tahltan Territory can be 
very challenging. I am confident that 
these challenges can be overcome when 
we work together as leaders and with 
our communities. 

So much more can be accomplished 
when we are united.

I will continue to work with and for my 
people during my term. I would like to 
thank the people who have supported 
me, as well as my fellow Council 
members, our Band Manager and all of 
our employees. I could not do this work 
without all of you. Your direction and 
support is immensely appreciated and I 
look forward to working with all of you for 
the next three years. Medu Cho for your 
dedication to our community.

We also have a new Councillor, Paul 
Louie, who was also elected by 
acclamation at our nomination meeting. 
Welcome to the team Paul!

I would like to welcome the new staff 
members of Klappan Independent 
School and to welcome back our staff 
members from prior years.
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By David Suzuki

The daughter of late American civil-rights 
activist Martin Luther King Jr. spoke at 
the Walk for Reconciliation in Vancouver 
to honour Aboriginal victims of Canada’s 
horrific residential school system. Rev. 
Bernice King said struggle against 
injustice is a never-ending process. 
“Freedom is never really won. You earn it 
and win it in every generation,” she said.

Her inspiring words are testament to the 
strength shown by the Tahltan Nation 

Tahltan's defence of Sacred 
Headwaters is an inspiration to all 

in its long-time defence of the Sacred 
Headwaters from industrial projects that 
would harm not just the wildlife of this 
sensitive area but also the culture and 
well-being of the Tahltan people.

For more than six weeks the Tahltan and 
supporters have held the attention of 
Canadians with their peaceful presence 
on Mount Klappan to oppose Fortune 
Minerals’ plans to develop a 40-square-
kilometre open-pit anthracite coal mine.

Thanks to them, the Sacred Headwaters 
remains as it has for thousands of years, 
unblemished by pipelines, pump jacks, 
fracking pads and other infrastructure. 
It will be the Tahltan Nation that ensures 
the survival of the Sacred Headwaters, 
in spite of enormous pressure from 
resource companies, like Fortune 
Minerals, and the B.C. government. 

On behalf of the David Suzuki 
Foundation and our thousands of 

supporters across Canada, I thank the 
Tahltan Nation for your courageous 
stand to protect the precious lands, 
waters, wildlife and communities of the 
Sacred Headwaters. 

Without such places, how will we ever 
be able to study and learn the secrets of 
nature's abundance and productivity? 
It is the sense of stewardship and 
responsibility of the indigenous peoples 
that demonstrate a different relationship 
with Mother Earth that is critical to a 
sustainable future.

The science shows there are few places 
like the Sacred Headwaters left as we 
rush to develop the last wild places on 
Earth. The Tahltan's fight to protect it is a 
gift to all of us around the planet and will 
be praised by future generations.

Dr. David Suzuki is a scientist, 
broadcaster, author and co-founder of 
the David Suzuki Foundation.

“On behalf of the David Suzuki Foundation 
and our thousands of supporters across 
Canada, I thank the Tahltan Nation for your 
courageous stand to protect the precious 
lands, waters, wildlife and communities of 
the Sacred Headwaters.”

Tahltan Central Council Facebook Page
If you are not yet a fan of TCC’s Facebook Page, please head to www.facebook.com/tahltancentralcouncil to stay up-to-
date with nation news and events, job postings, member birthdays, anniversaries, and other accomplishments.

We are nearing 800 ‘Likes’ but know there are many more Tahltans out there!
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Got a bike? Let’s roll!
Aboriginal Youth Mountain Biking project cranks into gear

This past summer, Tahltan youth in Telegraph Creek got to help 
build the bike park of their dreams, and help carve out new 
back-country mountain bike trails.

“It was pretty fun - how we all came together as a team, 
toughened up, and built them,” said 14-year-old Waylon 
Tashoots.

A group of bike enthusiasts from the Vancouver area were 
invited up during Chief McLean’s Charity Ride to help with the 
effort. 

For three days, our Tahltan youth plowed some serious dirt to 
create a “pump track” for their two-wheeled fun.

Teens said the new bike jumps were “way cool”, “wicked” and 
“totally sick!”

“The kids use it everyday. Sometimes, it gets so cramped, that 
kids have to wait on the side of the pump track,” said Waylon.

Trail building specialist, Daniel Scott from the International 
Mountain Biking Association (IMBA), showed how to build it. 
Then the crew grabbed pick axes and wheel barrows for four 
days to carve out a back-country bike trail overlooking Stikine 
river and Stingy Mountain.

Several youth from the community and three youth-at-heart 
volunteered to help Daniel, including Kenny Frank, Bill McPhee 
and Chief Rick McLean, who operated the machinery. 

The youth crew included Joscelyn Etzreza, Waylon Tashoots, 
Scott Hawkins Jr., Isaiah Hawkins, Talon Hawkins, Braydon 
Hawkins and Zayden Roszas. 

Waylon said Daniel is pushing to get Red Bull to shoot a video 
up here. “That would be totally awesome,” said Waylon.

The Aboriginal Youth Mountain Biking Project is a partnership 
between the Tahltan, Sprockids and the IMBA. Kids can follow 
the project’s Facebook page for cool updates.

The idea is to get our kids into a lifetime of bike sports, fun and 
fitness. Many hope the efforts will also lead to mountain bike 
eco-tourism to our territory.
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Northwest Projects Update

There has been a lot of progress over the past year at 
AltaGas’ three run-of-river hydroelectric projects at Forest Kerr, 
McLymont Creek and Volcano Creek.

At Forrest Kerr, the nine turbines and inlet valves have been 
installed in the Powerhouse. The inlet penstocks that direct 
the water into the turbines are in place and six of the nine 
generators are on-site, with the remaining three being delivered 
soon. At the Intake area, the work on the inlet structure and 
inlet gate bridge has been completed. Work is now underway to 
install the radial gate and the control buildings that will operate 
the radial gate.

At McLymont Creek excavation of the power tunnel is now at 
650 metres. Construction of the intake access road continues 
with 4.8 km of the 5.7 km road completed.

Volcano Creek has seen a lot of progress over the past few 
months as well. The foundation work on the Powerhouse 
is now complete and the next step is to assemble the 
Powerhouse building on top of the foundation. The Weir is 
approximately 75 percent complete, excavation of the Penstock 
and Intake headrace has begun, with approximately 350 metres 
excavated, and the transmission line route has been cleared in 
preparation to install the of transmission poles.

Tahltan workers continue to be an important part of these 
projects, with Tahltan members representing anywhere from 18 
to 30 percent of the workers on-site depending on the work 
involved.
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Tahltan Membership Initiative

Louise Framst is a retired school teacher, 
and happy grandmother, and is hard 
at work on the Tahltan Membership 
Initiative. 

In order to ensure Tahltan members 
don’t miss out on any of the upcoming 
opportunities, ancestry has to be verified 
by Louise.

She’s verified 2,707 Tahltans in the last 
two years, but knows there are many 
more out there.

The tricky part is sorting out people, like 
herself who come from mixed blood. 
Her own parents were a mixture of pure 

Tahltan, English and Scottish.

“It’s really important that people know 
their roots, whether they like it or not!” 
laughed Louise. 

When people apply to be on the Tahltan 
list, she uses a combination of birth, 
marriage, church, and burial records, as 
well as interviews with Elders to verify 
people’s Tahltan ancestry.

Sometimes it can be tricky because 
people return home many decades 
after they left our territory, and no one 
remembers them. Or we lost track of 
them because no one knows where they 
went. 

And in other cases, people were 
adopted out to non-Tahltan families. 

“If a person was adopted out as a baby, 
and they’re now trying to find their 
parents - do the parents want to be 
found? If the parents don’t want to be 
acknowledged, then how do I find out? I 
have to be very discreet,” said Louise.

In one unusual case, two children were 
taken away by Indian Affairs decades 
ago, then in recent times, another 
agency of government called back to 
see if one of the sons, now a man, is 
really Tahltan because he was applying 
for a job that required him to prove he 
was Aboriginal.

“It’s ironic, but in a way it isn’t. 
Government agencies don’t talk to each 
other for privacy reasons.”

She says if you or someone you know 
wants to be registered, just go to this 
website (Tahltan.org) and click on 
“Administration,” then “Forms”.

“People need to know they can go to 
Tahltan.org where they can fill out a form 
to have their name put on the Tahltan 
Membership List. They can also change 
their contact info, or change their name 
if they get married. They should also tell 
us if one of their relatives has died,” said 
Louise.

Being on the list also entitles Tahltan 
families to apply for scholarships, such 
as Galore Creek’s. 

The list is also used by the TCC to know 
who they legally represent.

Have a story idea, event, or announcement for the next TCC Newsletter?

Contact us at:
Tahltan Central Council 

PO Box 69 | Dease Lake, BC | V0C1L0 
info@tahltan.org | toll-free: 855.TAHLTAN (824.5826) | tel: 250.771.3274 | fax: 250.771.3020

www.tahltan.org

Photo: Louise Framst with her 
grandchild.
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Iskut Arena: you’re gonna love it

Next month, just in time for hockey season, Iskut will see a brand new 
arena, the likes of which are seldom seen on reserves in Canada, says 
economic development offi cer, Calvin Carlick.

“It’s way over the typical reserve life to have a building as large as this!” 

“In the rest of Canada’s reserves, people would be pretty stoked to 
have something like this. Especially for a small community like Iskut.This 
building never would’ve been possible without industry,” said Calvin.

The beautiful $3-million-dollar building will be complete with features that 
keep people toasty warm, even when it’s -40 degrees.

“It has a mezzanine that overlooks the ice rink, which is great, because 
it’s heated - people don’t like watching games when it’s cold!” laughed 
Calvin.

The arena means our whole community can come together. Kids can 
play sports, learn valuable skills, stay fi t and have fun, while Elders and 
parents can come watch too.

The facility will also be used for community fundraising, and regional 
hockey tournaments which can have huge economic spin-offs.

So what’s being planned for the drop of the fi rst puck? Calvin says, stay 
tuned. Something very special is being planned.
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About 15 Tahltan women in the Dease Lake area are actively 
learning leadership skills, as part of a new program to help 
Tahltan women take on management and leadership roles.

“The first session was dealing with assertiveness training, 
making your voice heard, and dealing with conflict,” said class 
participant, Carol Danielson.

Carol, a mother of three, is an accounts manager for TNDC, 
and lives in Dease Lake. She says she also enjoys the 
coursework on writing an research skills.

The 15-credit Associate Certificate is offered by the Justice 
Institute of British Columbia (JIBC). It’s designed as the first step 
toward a university path, and to get Aboriginal women beyond 
front-line administrative roles.

JIBC offers Aboriginal Women’s 
Leadership courses in Dease Lake

“With six active resource development projects underway on 
Tahltan territory, the need for skilled employees to fill senior 
administrative and management positions has never been 
higher,” said Annita McPhee, TCC President.

“These projects are creating unprecedented opportunities for 
Tahltan women to move into fulfilling careers at home.”

The part-time three-month course ends in November, and 
may be repeated next year. For more information, call JIBC at 
1.604.528.5647.
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AltaGas Interns Visit Schools

On September 19 and 20, Tahltan members Candice McBride 
and Riley Merkel visited with the students at Iskut and Dease 
Lake schools to talk to them about AltaGas’ New Graduate 
Development Program.

During the presentation the interns showed the company’s 
New Graduate video – a video that they both participated and 
starred in. They talked to the students about AltaGas’ program, 
and encouraged them to continue with their education and look 
at university as an opportunity to further their skills.

Candice recently joined AltaGas’ New Graduate Development 
Program, and is currently working in the Regulatory department, 
the first of four department rotations in the program.

Riley began as a Business Analyst in 2011. She has now 
graduated from the program and is a full-time employee 
working as a Commercial Analyst. 

Beginning in 2010, AltaGas committed to offering one new 
Tahltan post-secondary graduate the opportunity to participate 
in the program each year, for ten years. The two-year program 
provides graduates with the opportunity to work in four different 
areas of AltaGas’ business.

Qualified applicants are invited to email their resumes in 
confidence to the Human Resources Department: careers@
altagas.ca. Please quote competition name “Tahltan New Grad” 
with all correspondence.
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Seabridge Gold’s KSM Project
The KSM Project is proposed copper, gold, silver and 
molybdenum mine. It is located 65 kilometers northwest of 
Stewart, B.C. The KSM Project is 100 percent owned and 
operated by Seabridge Gold, a mining exploration company 
located in Toronto, Ontario. The KSM Project is undergoing a 
joint federal/provincial environmental review. 

The KSM Project is comprised of four mineral deposits and will 
have two main development areas: (1) the mine site, and (2) the 
processing and tailings management area. 

The processing site will turn the minerals into concentrates 
of either copper-gold or molybdenum. The copper-gold 
concentrate will be carried by truck along highways 37 and 
37A to the port of Stewart and shipped for processing. The 
molybdenum concentrate will be carried by truck along 
highways 37 and 16 to the Port of Prince Rupert for shipping. 
There will be no smelting or further mineral processing on site. 

The KSM Project will draw power from the Northwest 
Transmission Line (NTL), which is currently being constructed. 

Seabridge has been working with THREAT (Tahltan Heritage 
Resources Environmental Assessment Team) to gather input on 
the KSM Project since 2008. THREAT has provided valuable 
knowledge and input during 16 Project Working Groups, 17 
additional meetings and four site visits to the proposed location 
of the KSM Project. 

To support Tahltan involvement in the KSM project and the 
environmental assessment process, Seabridge has provided 
funding in the form of a capacity funding agreement and a 
THREAT Traditional Knowledge/traditional use studies.

Seabridge and THREAT have worked to address a number of 
Tahltan concerns related to fi sheries and wildlife, air, water and 
groundwater. In response to THREAT feedback, Seabridge has 
made several changes to the project design and will continue to 
work closely with THREAT to address any concerns which may 
arise during the EA review process. 

Seabridge Gold has prepared an application for an 
Environmental Assessment Certifi cate from the government of 
British Columbia and an Environmental Impact Statement from 
the Government of Canada. Information about this application 
can be obtained from Seabridge at ksm_community@
seabridgegold.net or the B.C. Government’s Environmental 
Assessment Office, at: eaoinfo@gov.bc.ca.

Upcoming Events
Please watch for notices for upcoming Negotiations 
Meetings happening this month (October). Notices will 
be posted on our website (www.tahltan.org), as well as 
on Facebook.
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Other graduations
Katrina Framst graduated from Grade 12 
in June. She won an Achievement Award 
for her Electronics /Electricity course. 

Kailen Botel graduated in June. 

Benjamin Chief obtained his degree

Carlene Creyke earned her Bachelor of 
Education degree.

Vernon Asp earned a Masters of 
Education in Fine Arts from the University 
of Victoria. Vernon completed his degree 
over the past three years. 

Vernon also worked the whole time while 
going to school. He and his wife Flora 
are both teachers at the Tantalus School 
in Carmacks, Yukon, where they have 
taught for the past nine years.

Vernon belongs to the Etzenlee family. 
His parents are Janet Asp and Theodore 
Williams. His adoptive parents are Vera 
Asp and Randy McGinty.

Colin Denys obtained his Journeyman 
Electrician certification and his red seal in 
June 2013 from the Yukon College and 
the Grande Prairie Regional College. 

Colin is currently working in Whitehorse 
as a Journeyman Electrician for Jay-tec 
Electrical. 

Colin belongs to the Carlick family. His 
parents are Terri Elaine Carlick and 
Emil Dendys. His stepmother is Jeanie 
Dendys.

Congratulations Tahltan Graduates

Ken Etzerza earned his Master of Arts in 
Leadership from Royal Roads University 
this year. The major findings of his 
research included designing a culturally-
appropriate system of governance, 
understanding that structure is hidden 
until it fails, and developing leadership 
consciousness.

Third Annual Baby Welcoming Ceremony hosted by Iskut Valley Headstart and the Elders group held on May 4, 2013.
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Newlyweds

Congratulations to:

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Nole, maried 
on September 21, 2013.

Hazel Callbreath and Tommy 
Sharko, married on July 6, 2013

Christina Lindstrom and Duane 
Callbreath, married on August 3, 2013

Jesse Girarden and Kristen Callbreath, 
married on August 10, 2013 

Kim Nole and Calvin Marion, married 
on July 13, 2013

Ashtyn and Brian Quock.

Congratulations to these families and a very warm 
welcome to our newest little Tahltan members!

1. Tania Vance, Ryan Franke, and big 
brother Jayden are proud to introduce:

Everly Pearl Vance Franke

Born: 10:40am, July 2nd 2013,  
at Mills Memorial Hospital in Terrace BC.
Weight: 7 lbs 5.5 oz
Cawtoonma Family, Crow Clan

2. Sandra Carlick and Brandon Marion 
are delighted to present:

Dante Walter Kieth Marion

Born: 5:51pm, May 29 2013, at Mills 
Memorial Hospital in Terrace BC.
Weight: 9 lbs 11 oz, Height: 21.7 inches
Thudga Family, Wolf Clan

3. Nikki Blinn-Berg, Kiel Ferguson, 
and big sister Paytan are pleased to 
announce the arrival of:

Landen Kiel Terrence Ferguson

Born: 2:27am, July 25 2013,  
at Bulkley Valley Hospital in Smithers BC.
Weight: 5 lbs 12 oz, Height: 17 inches
Wolf Clan 
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4. Sabrina and Andrew Creyke, 
and big sister Olivia Marie proudly 
announce the birth of their son: 

Xavier SinJon Francis Bruce Creyke

Born: 3:45pm, September 23, 2013
Weight: 6 lbs

5. Jeneane Tashoots and Jack 
Carlick Jr., and big siblings Jennifer 
and Frank proudly present:

Faith Paige Carlick

Born: July 18, 2013
Weight: 7.5 lbs

6. Jericho and Calvin Carlick are 
proud to introduce:

Rain Jodi Carlick

(left in photo)
Weight: 5 lbs, 3 oz

and

Autumn Bea Carlick

(right in photo)
Weight: 5 lbs,4 oz

Born: April 30, 2013

7. Nedine Tashoots and Murray Dennis 
Sr. are pleased to announce the birth of 
their daughter: 
Gordana Ava Marie Dennis
Born: August 4, 2013
Weight: 7 lbs 11 oz

No photo provided:
Jade and Rob Quock, along with 
grandma Faye Quock and great 
grandmother Peggy Quock proudly 
announce the birth of their son: 

Lincoln Moyes Green 

Born: 2:35pm, September 22, 2013 
in Prince George, BC.

Weight: 8 lbs 12 oz

Congratulations also to Katelyn Louise, 
as well as Darcie Quock for the birth of 
their children. 

We all look forward to meeting each of 
these precious babies soon!
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