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* Isbā and Debēhe are Tāłtān for “mountain goat” and “thinhorn sheep,” respectively.

Highwa
y 37

Mount Edziza is a volcano in the Tahltan Highlands, southwest of Tahtl’ah (Dease Lake)
in northwestern B.C. Mountain goats and thinhorn sheep are managed as a Limited
Entry Hunt (LEH Zone 6-21A) within Mount Edziza Provincial Park, but until now the
area had not been formally surveyed to produce population estimates for these two
species. This survey will aid in determining future harvest levels in the area.

SURVEY DETAILS

A population survey was conducted by helicopter to fill this knowledge gap.
Survey details:

Survey crew:

When: March, 2021
How long: 7.2 flight hours
over three days
Total cost: $11,700

2 BC Wildlife Biologists (3 days)
1 Tahltan Central Government Wildlife
Guardian (1 day)
1 Stikine Area Supervisor (BC Parks)
(1 day)
1 Conservation Officer (1 day)

SURVEY RESULTS

Mountain goats

Thinhorn sheep

The goat count was lower than expected. The goats may
have moved to lower elevation bluffs and canyons for the
winter, where we could not see them. A summer survey may
provide a more complete understanding of this population.
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Rams
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The sheep count was also lower than expected, likely
due to difficult survey conditions. While we obtained a
minimum count, results from the survey are still beneficial
for management and provide herd composition data.

Lambs

11

Adults

Surveyors collected minimum
counts for the two species. This
means that some goats and sheep
were likely present but were not
seen—but the count and age composition data are highly valuable for
managing the species.
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THE TAKEAWAY
We experienced challenging weather
conditions and observed less suitable winter
habitat than expected during the survey.
Based on what we learned during this
survey, it is recommended a future survey
occur during the summer/fall months and
compare compositions and distribution to
this winter survey.
The survey was conducted through a collaborative effort between the Province of British Columbia and Tahltan First Nation,
and funded through the Collaborative Stewardship Framework (http://bit.ly/3N-csf).
For more detailed information on this survey, please contact skeena.wildlife@gov.bc.ca and/or wildlifedirector@tahltan.org
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* Includes Class I rams.

