3 NATIONS COVID-19 UPDATE – 21 December 2021
The information contained in this report is based on recent updates and current information available at the time the report
was finalized. It is not inclusive of all actions or measures taken to date by health officials federally, provincially, or locally.
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CONFIRMED CASES BY BC REGION1
Vancouver Coastal Health

Out of Canada

STATUS OF CASES IN YUKON 2
Total confirmed cases

Total recovered

STATUS OF FN RESERVE CASES 3
Total confirmed cases
Total active cases
Total hospitalized
Total deaths
Total recovered
Total confirmed cases in BC
BCCDC COVID-19 Dashboard
https://yukon.ca/en/case-counts-covid-19
3 https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1598625105013/1598625167707
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COVID-19 CASES AND DEATHS IN BC

Note: Counts have been averaged where one number was reported for multi-day periods.

COVID-19 CASES AND DEATHS IN BC – PAST THREE MONTHS

CUMULATIVE % OF PEOPLE FULLY VACCINATED WITH A COVID-19 VACCINE 4

4

https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/vaccination-coverage/
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COVID-19 INFECTIONS IN B.C. BY VACCINATION STATUS
●

From December 13 to December 19, 2021, people not fully vaccinated accounted for 30.7% of cases,
and from December 6 to December 19, 2021, they accounted for 71.7% of hospitalizations. 5,6

Vaccinations
all BC, n=5.2M*
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5
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https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/
As more people get vaccinated and there are fewer unvaccinated people, the % of cases among vaccinated people is expected to increase.
*
https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/vaccination-coverage/
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SIGNIFICANT UPDATES IN BRITISH COLUMBIA
●

Today, the provincial health officer announced additional measures to address rising COVID-19 case
counts that could result in increased hospitalizations and critical care admissions and the potential
to overstress the health-care system.7,8 Details include the following:

●

New provincial public health orders are effective as of 11:59 PM December 22, 2021
through to January 18, 2022, and are in addition to the revised orders that took effect on
December 20, 2021.

●

New public health orders:

●

●

No indoor organized social gatherings of any size (weddings, receptions, celebratory
events, etc.);

●
●
●

Closing bars and nightclubs;

●

Limiting indoor dining at restaurants, pubs, and cafes to a maximum of six per table
with physical distancing or barriers.

Closing gyms, fitness centres, dance studios, and canceling sports tournaments;
Reducing seating capacity to 50% of venue capacity regardless of the venue size
with vaccination checking and masking in effect (inclusive of concerts, sporting
events, theatres, movie theatres, etc.); and,

Rapid antigen tests:

●

These tests are red lights, not green lights; having a negative test does not indicate
individuals can have larger gatherings or not wear a mask.

●

These tests should be used by those who have symptoms, to help symptomatic
individuals understand what is causing these symptoms.

●

Rapid tests are being distributed across settings, including:

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

7

Long term care;
Provincial corrections;
Rural, remote, and Indigenous communities;
Case/contact/cluster management; and,
Businesses/organizations.

BC is expecting a delivery of additional rapid tests in the coming weeks.
Testing will expand to:

●

Make tests available at sample collection sites for people with symptoms
that are at low risk of severe illness;

●
●
●

Long term care settings to support protection of individuals in care;
Health care workers (in acute settings);
Rural, remote, Indigenous, and vulnerable communities to assist in case and
contact management;

Live Press Conference.
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●

●

Businesses and organizations to assist with the Point of Care Screening
Program;

●

Case/contact management and outbreaks as managed by regional Medical
Health Officers and health authorities;

●
●

Educational (kindergarten to grade 12) settings for students and staff; and,

Vaccine booster campaign:

●

The booster campaign for all British Columbians over the age of 18 was announced
on October 26.

●

The rollout continues, with 67% of individuals over the age of 70 having received a
booster shot.

●

The immunization rollout is based on priority around:

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●

9

Post-secondary settings for students, faculty, and staff.

The clinically extremely vulnerable,
Long-term care,
Seniors (age 65 and up),
Indigenous adults,
Healthcare workers,
Individuals who received two doses of the Astra Zeneca vaccine.

The booster program age-based rollout will continue at an accelerated pace, with
invites sent out when appointments can be guaranteed.

Update to scheduled surgeries:

●

Scheduled non-urgent surgeries are being postponed starting on January 4, 2022 to
assist with increasing hospital capacity.

●
●

Urgent and emergency surgeries will continue.
Rescheduling will be determined through continuous monitoring of capacity.

Today, Sheila Malcolmson, Minister of Mental Health and Addictions, released a statement
regarding mental health supports over the holiday season.9 Highlights include the following:

●

“This past year has been very difficult for people in British Columbia. We have endured two
public-health emergencies – the pandemic and the poisoned drug crisis, as well as floods,
wildfires and heat waves.”

●

“On top of these overlapping crises, Indigenous survivors and their families have had old
traumas made fresh, as the country has grappled with the confirmation of what they already
knew – that thousands of children were buried on the grounds of residential schools.”

●

“These devastating tragedies have taken a high toll on our individual and collective mental
health. I feel the weight of the grief and exhaustion people in our province are feeling – and
the responsibility to make sure that people are supported through this difficult time.”

https://news.gov.bc.ca/25992
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●

“The holiday season is a time to enjoy and celebrate, and it’s also a time to take special care
of your mental health and the mental health of those close to you. If you need support
during the holidays, or any time of the year, please reach out."

●

The Government of British Columbia has assembled a listing of mental health supports that
are available this holiday season; this listing is available at:
https://news.gov.bc.ca/files/BKG_MH_supports_holiday_season.pdf.

SIGNIFICANT UPDATES IN THE YUKON TERRITORY
●

No significant updates from the Government of Yukon.

Note: COVID-19 public exposure notices can be found at the following locations:
https://bit.ly/NorthernHealthExposures and https://bit.ly/YukonExposures

SIGNIFICANT UPDATES FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA
●

Today, the Government of Canada announced additional details on COVID-19 recovery funding
programs for businesses and organizations.10 Details include the following:

●

Measures that the Government of Canada announced previously received Royal Assent on
December 17, 2021.

●

The measures are being administered by the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) and are being
extended through to May 7, 2022 with the authority to further extend them, through
regulation, to July 2, 2022.

●

Details on these measures include:

●

“Increasing the subsidy rate for the Canada Recovery Hiring Program from 20 per
cent to 50 per cent. The increased rate will help organizations continue to hire back
workers and create the additional jobs Canada needs for a full recovery.

●
●

Applications for period 22 are now open, covering the period of October 24
to November 20, 2021.”

“The Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS) and Canada Emergency Rent
Subsidy ended on October 23, 2021, and have been replaced by targeted support
to organizations that are still facing significant pandemic-related challenges.
Support will be available through two streams:

●

Tourism and Hospitality Recovery Program, which will provide support
through wage and rent subsidies to, for example, hotels, tour operators,
travel agencies, and restaurants, with a subsidy rate of up to 75 per cent.
Eligible organizations would be required to meet the following two
conditions to qualify for this program:

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/news/2021/12/covid-19-recovery-programs-continue-to-provide-support-to-canadianbusinesses-and-organizations.html
10
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●

●

●

An average monthly revenue reduction of at least 40 per cent over
the first 13 claim periods for the CEWS (12-month revenue decline);
and

●
●

A current-month revenue decline of at least 40 per cent.
Applications for period 22 are now open, covering the period of
October 24 to November 20, 2021.

Hardest-Hit Business Recovery Program, which will provide support
through wage and rent subsidies. It will support other organizations that
have faced deep losses, with a subsidy rate of up to 50 per cent. Eligible
organizations would be required to meet the following two conditions to
qualify for this program:

●

An average monthly revenue reduction of at least 50 per cent over
the first 13 claim periods for the CEWS (12-month revenue decline);
and

●
●

A current-month revenue decline of at least 50 per cent.
Applications for period 22 are now open, covering the period of
October 24 to November 20, 2021.”

“Increasing the monthly cap on eligible rent expenses that can be claimed.

●

To better respond to the needs of organizations, the government is
increasing the aggregate monthly cap on eligible expenses that can be
claimed from $300,000 to $1 million (including amounts claimed by
affiliated entities) starting on October 24, 2021.”

This summary was compiled by CCEM Strategies Ltd. at the request of the 3 Nations Society.
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