3 NATIONS COVID-19 UPDATE – 14 January 2022
The information contained in this report is based on recent updates and current information available at the time the report
was finalized. It is not inclusive of all actions or measures taken to date by health officials federally, provincially, or locally.

COVID-19 CASE COUNTS
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Total confirmed cases in BC
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Total hospitalized to date
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CONFIRMED CASES BY BC REGION1
Vancouver Coastal Health

Out of Canada

STATUS OF CASES IN YUKON 2
Total confirmed cases
Total active cases
Total deaths
Total recovered

STATUS OF FN RESERVE CASES 3
Total confirmed cases
Total active cases
Total hospitalized
Total deaths
Total recovered
Total confirmed cases in BC
BCCDC COVID-19 Dashboard
https://yukon.ca/en/case-counts-covid-19
3 https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1598625105013/1598625167707
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*Note that the Government’s method of calculating COVID-related
hospitalizations has changed to include people who were admitted
for other reasons but tested positive for the disease. For further
information: see slide 28 in today’s COVID-19 modelling presentation
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COVID-19 CASES AND DEATHS IN BC

Note: Counts have been averaged where one number was reported for multi-day periods.

COVID-19 CASES AND DEATHS IN BC – PAST THREE MONTHS

CUMULATIVE % OF PEOPLE FULLY VACCINATED WITH A COVID-19 VACCINE 4

4

https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/vaccination-coverage/
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COVID-19 INFECTIONS IN B.C. BY VACCINATION STATUS
●

From January 6, 2022, to January 12, 2022, people not fully vaccinated accounted for 21.5% of cases,
and from December 30 to January 12, they accounted for 34.2% of hospitalizations. 5,6

Vaccinations
all BC, n=5.2M*

Cases

Hospitalizations

Jan 6 to Jan 12, n=17,304

Dec 30 to Jan 12, n=750

16%

18%
6%

30%

4%

66%
79%

5%

79%

Cases

Hospitalizations

per 100k population
(Jan 6 to Jan 12)

per 100k population
(Dec 30 to Jan 12)

453.5

197.7

396.9

53.8

Unvaccinated

Partially
vaccinated

Fully
vaccinated

Unvaccinated

26.9

Partially
vaccinated

10.6
Fully
vaccinated

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/
As more people get vaccinated and there are fewer unvaccinated people, the % of cases among vaccinated people is expected to increase.
*
https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/vaccination-coverage/
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SIGNIFICANT UPDATES IN BRITISH COLUMBIA
●

Today, Adrian Dix, Minister of Health, and Dr. Bonnie Henry, Provincial Health Officer, provided an
update on the COVID-19 response and shared the latest modelling data. 7, 8 Highlights include the
following:
On current transmission rates

●

We've been at the capacity of our PCR tests for a number of weeks now as Omicron has
transmitted in communities, and our test positivity rate has been high.

●

In the past week we've started to see the decrease in the test positivity rate and in the
number of cases in PCR positives.

●
●

It is believed that British Columbia’s case counts peaked as of last weekend.

●

Many people may have mild symptoms and they may not recognize it. That’s why safety plans
are important

Modelling shows community spread of the highly transmissible Omicron variant is on the
decline, but the province is not out of the woods yet.

On increasing hospitalizations

●

We are still on an upward trajectory in terms of numbers of new people being admitted to
hospital each day in B.C.

●
●

British Columbia has had a less-steep rise in hospitalizations than in other jurisdictions.
Compared to Delta, Omicron people aren't as sick and the need for critical care is down by
about 2/3.

On hospital admissions increasing in the over 70 age group

●

We are seeing a dramatic increase again in people over the age of 70 who are having severe
illness and ending up in the hospital. This is also where we're seeing the uptick in people
who are dying from COVID.

●
●

The rate of hospital admissions is much higher in the over 80 age group.
Two doses of the vaccine in older people is highly protective of keeping you out of the ICU
and critical care in the hospitals.

On increased hospital admissions for young people

7
8

●

With omicron, there’s a different pattern for young people. There's more of an upper
respiratory infection, triggering asthma and airway disease which can lead to hospitalization

●
●

We have seen an increase in the 0-4 age group with 9 admissions this week.

●

For those who are younger and feel that they can get through this, we are still seeing high
rates of hospitalization among younger people who aren’t vaccinated.

We haven’t seen any of these children requiring critical care and there have been no deaths.
This trend reflects the fact that the virus is spreading widely in the community.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a6_IkJgvgT0
https://news.gov.bc.ca/files/14.01.22_Covid19Modelling.pdf
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●

9

●

Across the board, about 17 per cent of people in B.C., including young children are
unvaccinated. Around 70 per cent of people in critical care are not vaccinated. Two-thirds of
people who’ve died from COVID in the past month have not been vaccinated.

●

When we look at the numbers every day, there’s a number of people remarking that more
vaccinated people are in hospital. But this relative risk is much lower as the number of
vaccinated people in B.C. are much higher than those who are unvaccinated (see image
below).

●

For the Jan. 14, 2022, modelling presentation, visit:
https://news.gov.bc.ca/files/14.01.22_Covid19Modelling.pdf

Today, the B.C. Government announced that B.C. hotels and commercial recreation businesses will
receive pandemic supports.9 Details include the following:

●

“Eligible accommodation providers and tourism operators holding tenure and BC Parks
permits will now have access to grants to alleviate fixed-cost pressures caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic.”

●

As much as $15 million will be provided through the Tourism Accommodation and
Commercial Recreation Relief Fund through three streams:

●
●

B.C.-owned large accommodation providers employing more than 150 people

●

Tenure and BC Parks permit holders that operate as tourism businesses.

Indigenous-owned large accommodation properties employing more than 100
people and located on reserve

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2022TACS0001-000055
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SIGNIFICANT UPDATES IN THE YUKON TERRITORY
●

No significant updates from the Government of Yukon.
Note: COVID-19 public exposure notices can be found at the following locations:
https://bit.ly/NorthernHealthExposures and https://bit.ly/YukonExposures

SIGNIFICANT UPDATES FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA
●

Today, Dr. Theresa Tam, Canada’s chief public health officer, and Dr. Howard Njoo, deputy chief
public health officer, released updated COVID-19 modelling.10, 11 Highlights include the following:

●
●

Omicron has quickly changed the landscape of the epidemic in Canada.

●

Some of our earlier indicators like daily case counts are now strikingly high while at the
same time significantly underestimating the true number of new infections.

●

Despite being underestimated, current national case counts of over 37,500 new cases
reported daily are far exceeding all previous peaks of the pandemic.

●

International surveillance shows that severity trends do not rise at the same explosive rate
as cases. The record high volume of cases associated with the Omicron surge is nevertheless
expected to heavily impact hospitals.

●

The incidence of reported cases is higher across all age groups than at any time previously
during the pandemic as opposed to previous weeks when rates were highest among 5- to
11-year-olds.

●

While a considerably lower proportion of Omicron cases are being hospitalized compared to
Delta, severe illness does occur with Omicron, and the impact on the health system and
other sectors is expected to be substantial.

●

Those with two doses of vaccine are less likely to be admitted to hospital and this protection
is increased with an additional mRNA vaccine.

●

The Omicron variant could cause a large wave that may peak in January and then recede
into February. The timing of the peak is likely to vary across the country.

●

The number of daily cases, driven by extremely high transmissibility of the Omicron variant
could vastly exceed anything we have experienced to date during this pandemic.

●

With early signs that the surging cases and hospitalizations may have peaked in parts of the
US and UK, it is hoped that the heaviest impacts will soon be over.

Public Health has had to adapt in the face of the explosive spread of Omicron cases that has
exceeded the testing capacity in many areas of the country.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRidDoeip2E
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/epidemiological-economic-researchdata/mathematical-modelling.html#r
10
11
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●

●

Today, Canadian Institutes of Health Research released a statement regarding the Centre for
Research on Pandemic Preparedness and Health Emergencies.12 Highlights include the following:

●

“The Government of Canada has created the Centre for Research on Pandemic
Preparedness, within the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR), to protect the
health of all Canadians by developing and mobilizing health research for pandemic and
health emergency preparedness, prevention, response and recovery.”

●

“The Research Centre will work with the Public Health Agency of Canada and other key
Canadian and international stakeholders to identify priorities, coordinate activities, and
make targeted research investments.”

●

The COVID-19 Evidence Network seeks to ensure the Canadian and international response
to, and recovery from, the COVID-19 pandemic continues to be informed by the best
available science.

●

The Research Centre is funding research to better understand the wider impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic so that Canada is better prepared and better able to respond to and
recover from future pandemics and health emergencies.

Today, Health Canada announced the improvement of digital access to mental health and substance
use resources during the COVID-19 pandemic.13 Highlights include the following:

●

In April 2020, in response to the significant rise in feelings of stress, anxiety and depression
seen in the early months of the pandemic, a consortium of leaders in digital mental health
and substance use support launched Wellness Together Canada (WTC) – an online platform
that gives access to a virtual network of mental health and substance use supports.

●

Health Canada has announced the launch of PocketWell, a free companion app to the WTC
online portal.

●

This new app provides another way to help Canadians access online mental health and
substance use resources and supports, and measure and track aspects of their mental wellbeing.

●

As of January 10, 2022, over 2 million people across all provinces and territories have
accessed the WTC portal, with 20,000 to 30,000 using the services weekly.

This summary was compiled by CCEM Strategies Ltd. at the request of the 3 Nations Society.
https://www.canada.ca/en/institutes-health-research/news/2022/01/centre-for-research-on-pandemic-preparedness-and-healthemergencies.html
13
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2022/01/government-of-canada-improves-digital-access-to-mental-health-and-substanceuse-resources-during-the-covid-19-pandemic.html
12
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