3 NATIONS COVID-19 UPDATE – 17 January 2022
The information contained in this report is based on recent updates and current information available at the time the report
was finalized. It is not inclusive of all actions or measures taken to date by health officials federally, provincially, or locally.
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STATUS OF CASES IN YUKON 2
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BCCDC COVID-19 Dashboard
https://yukon.ca/en/case-counts-covid-19
3 https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1598625105013/1598625167707
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* The BCCDC is reporting 2,383 new cases on January 15, 1,733 new
cases on January 16, and 1,509 on January 17.
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COVID-19 CASES AND DEATHS IN BC

Note: Counts have been averaged where one number was reported for multi-day periods.

COVID-19 CASES AND DEATHS IN BC – PAST THREE MONTHS

CUMULATIVE % OF PEOPLE FULLY VACCINATED WITH A COVID-19 VACCINE 4

4

https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/vaccination-coverage/
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COVID-19 INFECTIONS IN B.C. BY VACCINATION STATUS
●

From January 7, 2022, to January 13, 2022, people not fully vaccinated accounted for 22.7% of cases,
and from December 31 to January 13, they accounted for 33.7% of hospitalizations. 5,6
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https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/
As more people get vaccinated and there are fewer unvaccinated people, the % of cases among vaccinated people is expected to increase.
*
https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/vaccination-coverage/
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SIGNIFICANT UPDATES IN BRITISH COLUMBIA
●

No significant updates from the Government of British Columbia.

SIGNIFICANT UPDATES IN THE YUKON TERRITORY
●

On January 14, 2022, the Government of Yukon announced stronger public health measures to
address the rapid spread of COVID-19. 7 Highlights include the following:

●

“Based on recommendations from the Yukon’s acting Chief Medical Officer of Health, new
temporary public health measures are being introduced to further limit contact between
individuals and prevent further strain on public health systems.”

●

“The new temporary measures include:

●

limiting all private and public gatherings to two households up to a maximum of 10
people, including recreational team sports; group fitness; group recreation and
leisure activities; and at bars and restaurants, which remain limited to six people per
table

●
●
●

postponing all indoor organized events including funerals and weddings
requiring casinos to stay closed
requiring bars and restaurants to close no later than 10 p.m.”

●

“All Yukoners are strongly encouraged to follow these new recommendations
immediately. They will be enforced under the Civil Emergency Measures Act starting on
Tuesday, January 18, 2022.”

●

“Based on trends in Ontario, Quebec and British Columbia, which are one to two weeks
ahead of the territory, the Yukon can expect more hospitalizations in the coming weeks
even with the new public health measures in place.”

●
●

“The Yukon’s Paid Sick Leave Rebate program is available to employers and people who are
self-employed.”

●
●

“An increase in hospital admissions along with high rates of illness and absenteeism
among health care workers in the coming weeks would put a significant strain on
the Yukon’s health care system.”

“It provides up to 10 days’ wages for workers who are sick, self-isolating or caring
for other household members due to COVID-19.”

“The Yukon Emergency Relief Program is also available to support Yukon businesses and
non-governmental organizations affected by the orders under the Civil Emergency Measures
Act (CEMA).”

Note: COVID-19 public exposure notices can be found at the following locations:
https://bit.ly/NorthernHealthExposures and https://bit.ly/YukonExposures
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https://yukon.ca/en/news/stronger-public-health-measures-needed-address-rapid-spread-covid-19
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SIGNIFICANT UPDATES FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA
●

Today, Jean-Yves Duclos, Minister of Health, and Filomena Tassi, Minister of Public Services and
Procurement, announced the authorization of a new COVID-19 treatment. 8, 9, 10 Highlights include
the following:

●

Health Canada has approved the use of Pfizer’s antiviral treatment PAXLOVID.

●
●
●

●

●

Until now, authorized medications for COVID-19 have had to be taken in a hospital
or healthcare setting.

●

The drug is intended for use as soon as possible after diagnosis of COVID-19 and
within five days of the start of symptoms.

●

The treatment consists of two tablets of nirmatrelvir and one tablet of ritonavir
taken together by mouth twice per day for five days.

While the benefits of PAXLOVID were found to outweigh the risks, it can cause interactions
with other medications for some patients.
As such, patients should discuss the risks and benefits of treatment with their
healthcare provider.

PAXLOVID is not a substitute for vaccination and public health measures.
30,000 treatment courses have already been received.

●
●

The active ingredient nirmatrelvir works by stopping the virus from replicating.

PAXLOVID can be used at home with a prescription to treat adults with mild-to-moderate
symptoms who are at high risk of progressing to serious illness.

●
●
●

It is a combination of two antiviral drugs, nirmatrelvir and ritonavir.

120,000 more will be received in February and March.

PHAC has provided provinces and territories with preliminary interim considerations on
deliveries based on clinical risk factors, and health equity considerations:

●

●

Prioritize individuals who are at the highest risk for severe illness and
hospitalization. Individuals in the following categories have the highest likelihood of
severe illness and should be given priority for treatment given the supply:

●

Those who are moderately to severely immunocompromised and not
expected to mount an adequate response to SARS-CoV-2 infection,
regardless of vaccination status

●
●

Individuals aged 80 years or over whose vaccinations are not up to date
Individuals aged 60 years or over residing in under-served rural or remote
communities, residing in a long-term care setting, or those in or from First
Nations, Inuit and Métis communities whose vaccinations are not up to
date.

Consider making a greater supply available for use in rural and remote communities
where there is limited access to tertiary care, and in situations where social and

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s27BDBYRRg0
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2022/01/health-canada-authorizes-paxlovidtm-for-patients-with-mild-to-moderate-covid19-at-high-risk-of-developing-serious-disease.html
10
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2022/01/remarks-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-on-january-17-2022.html
8
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economic determinants of health, such as food insecurity, inadequate housing and a
higher level of pre-existing medical conditions may exacerbate health inequalities.

●

●
●
●

Infection must be confirmed, and treatment initiated within 5 days of symptom
onset. If PCR testing is not possible, or if results would not be available until more
than 5 days from symptom onset, rapid antigen tests may be used. Drug
interactions and access to alternate, effective COVID-19 treatments are also factors
to consider.

Discussions have taken place regarding a per capita-based deployment.
Distribution to provinces and territories will begin immediately.
Discussions are underway with Pfizer to confirm a longer-term delivery schedule with the
intent to bring additional treatment courses to Canada as quickly as possible.

This summary was compiled by CCEM Strategies Ltd. at the request of the 3 Nations Society.
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