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DEASE LAKE — The Tahltan Central Government (TCG) is responding to recent media commentary suggesting 
that the Province of British Columbia (B.C.) is “secretly negotiating” the transfer of nearly 24 million acres to the 
Tahltan Nation. That claim is false. 

B.C. and Tahltan entered into a Shared Prosperity Agreement (SPA) in 2020. Since then, we have been working 
together publicly on land use planning, environmental stewardship, economic development, decision-making 
and a stronger government-to-government relationship. The SPA identified a negotiated foundation agreement 
as the next step for our work. There is nothing secret about this work.  The Tahltan Nation is concerned that 
unsupported claims are being repeated in ways that create unnecessary fear around First Nations’ rights and 
reconciliation. Political disagreement is legitimate. Misinformation and fear mongering are not. 

“British Columbians deserve facts, not fear. Elected officials have an obligation to be truthful, and journalists 
have an obligation to test serious claims before amplifying them. The Conservative Party of BC and OneBC 
should do better. Using misinformation to create fear about Indigenous rights and reconciliation takes us in 
the wrong direction and puts us on the wrong side of history. Tahltan and B.C. have already shown another 
way. We can work together to protect our lands and waters, create good jobs, support responsible 
development and generate prosperity that benefits all British Columbians. That is what we are working 
toward.” President Kerry Carlick, TCG 

The Tahltan Nation and B.C. have demonstrated that reconciliation and economic development can advance 
together. Through two section 7 consent-based decision-making processes, Tahltan and B.C. have approved 
the Eskay Creek Revitalization Project and the Red Chris Block Cave expansion — projects that will support 
thousands of good-paying jobs, significant investment and tax revenues that benefit all British Columbians. 

The work between Tahltan and B.C. is also about protecting fish, wildlife, habitat, lands, waters, and culturally 
sacred places, including Sacred Headwaters, that nourish rivers flowing far beyond our Territory. It is about 
ensuring responsible development occurs in the right places and that local Tahltan communities receive 
meaningful benefits from resource development and have access to services comparable to other British 
Columbians. None of this should be controversial. 

It is possible to protect what matters and to also prosper. It is possible to recognize Indigenous rights and 
create investment certainty in sectors such as mining. It is possible for Tahltans to benefit from development 
in our Territory, while also creating jobs and sharing prosperity with British Columbians. 

This is what meaningful reconciliation looks like in practice - First Nations’ rights being respected, responsible 
projects moving forward, important places being protected, communities benefiting, and greater certainty and 
opportunity being created for everyone. 

TCG welcomes informed public discussion about reconciliation and the future of British Columbia. What it 
rejects is the use of misinformation and fear-based rhetoric to portray Indigenous rights as a threat and 
undermine the reconciliation required under the Canadian Constitution. 

Tahltan and B.C. have shown that partnership works. Protecting what matters through respectful relations, 
while creating good jobs, investment and prosperity for Tahltans and all British Columbians is something we 
should all be able to support. 
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ABOUT THE TAHLTAN NATION 
 
The Tahltan Central Government is the administrative body responsible for managing the Tahltan Nation’s 
Rights and Title. The Iskut Band serves as the administrative body for the community of Iskut, while the 
Tahltan Band serves as the administrative body for the communities of Dease Lake and Telegraph Creek. 
 
The Tahltan population is approximately 4,000 members. Approximately 800 members live in one of three 
communities in Tahltan Territory – Dease Lake, Iskut, and Telegraph Creek.  Around 
3,200 Tahltans reside outside the Territory. 
 
The Tahltan Nation’s Territory spans 95,933 square km of Northwest British Columbia or the equivalent of 
11 per cent of the province. For more information, visit: www.tahltan.org 
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